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' TR^VNSLxVTOR'S PREFACE 

TO 

THE READER. 



tr the persoM who endeavotir to reMtte from 

oblivion neglected merit confessedly attempt a 
Jneritorioos task^ the traoaiators of those ancient 
writers, ^ho have hitfierto failed of obtaining the 
circulation and celebrity jostly due to tlieir learn- 
ing and genius, are fairly entitled^ at all events, to 
the praise of good inteiition. Should these adven- 
turers prove fio fortunate, as to acquit themselves^ 
in their respective midertakings, to the satisftctioa 
of the public^ they are further entitled to the re« 
gard and encouragement, which ought to recom- 
pense, but do not uniformly attend, patient and 
judicious labour, diri^cted to the advancement of 
taste and science. 

The poem of Apollonius Rliodlns, now ofiered 
to the public in an entirely new version, appeared 
to tfie present translator a fair object for such a 
chivalrous enterprise. At least, the partial admi- 
ration and gntitade of one^ who had frequently 
perused, and always with increasing pleasure, this 
it^rtrfnl poa% considered his present xeputation 
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6 TRANSLATOR'S PREFACE* 

and rank, among the illostrions wiiteni of and* 

quity, as totally inadequate to his intrinsic merits. 
Apoiiooius RhodiiiSn it is troe^ can by no means 
be considered as a writer unknown or obscnre ; 
>et has he failed of obtaining his jmt station on 
the^beights of Parnassus. He is chiefly known*to 
professed scholars, and is little in the hands of the 
modern reader, whose cpnimerce \rith the ancients 
is carried on through the medium of translation* 
Indeed, even when he is remembered among the 
learned^ he is usually introduced in the degrading 
attitude of a captive, bound to the chariot and 
following the triumphal pomp of Virgil, who has 
literally fulfilled, in the person of this poet, his 
own prediction in the third Georgie, 

AatUa rediem deducam vertice mu$(u. 

Thus is the name of Aj[M)lU>nias lost, and absorbed 
in that of his conqueror. His poetical beautus 
are all hung up, as trophies to decorate the slirine 
of Virgil. His primary and original claims on 
our attention, in his own right, are forgotten ; and 
be is honoured only with the derivative and siib- 
ordinate praise, of having supplied to the Mantow 
bard the crude materials and unformed elements 
from whence some of his. beauties have been 
wrought and feshioned. Thus is he chiefly known 
to the world, by the vague ref)utation, the tradi- 
tional merit, generally taken on trust, thai his 
Loves of Medea and Jason are the groundwork 
on which Virgil has formed the fourth book of his 
iEneid. But how small a part is tliat of tbe pMOH 
with what happy passages, what various and strik- 
ing beauties, does it every where abound 1 Tlie ftet 
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that the bard of Alexandria has been wona 
treated, contideriiig bis just pretensions and real 

merits, than any poet of antiquity ; and furnbhes 
a striking instance of the caprice of fortune, and 
the uncertainty even of literary posthumous repu- 
tation. No critic, ancient or modern, has l>een 
fbnnd to do ftill jostiee to the charms of his rersi- 
fication, the beauty of his diction, the apposite 
illiistratiou of liis similies, his picturesque and 
lomfaioos display of moral and physical nature, his 
knowledge of the human heart, the sportive graces 
of liis Ancy, and those golden visions of bold and 
excursive imagination, wortliy of the fairest names 
auKmg the Italian poets. No critic has been found, 
to ascertstn with accuracy the obligations of Vir* 

gil to this poet 

It u a curious circumstance, to mquire how this 
has happened. Two Roman writers, of great 
eminence, have condescended to avail themselves 
of die talents and the labours of the Alexandrian : 
yet they have not, in any part of their works, 
acknowledged the obligation, -or paid the smallest 
tribute of gratitude to his memory. May it not 
be conjectured, that the poets in question, and 
their adherents, found an ungenerous interest in 
the keeping back from view the merits of a rival, 
whose prominence might tend to overshadow 
them ? — ^May not the Romans, from a general sen* 
timent of pride and triumph in tlieir great epic 
poet, have been disposed to consign, if possible, 
to obscurity, the source from whence he had im* 
Ubed his very genius and poetical style and 
'Character, and had drawn so many of hb soflrest 
purest grjices?— The fetlier of epic soijg rose. 
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•8 translator's preface, 

too powerful and wst for snch an attempt. The 

obligations which Virgil owed to Homert coukl 
not be dissembled or (poncealed, because ttie 
poems of Homer were in every hand. But they 
judged rightly, (as the event has shown) that it 
might be possible to exclude ApoUomus^ a writer 
of inferior note, as an unwelcome visitant, an up* 
braiding creditor, whose presence wovUd remipd 
the great master of Roman poetry, how much he 
was indebted to borrowed stores. On hisOf the 
partial criticism of Rmne might hope to exercise 
its injustice with impunity. 

Certain it is, that two of the great critics of 
antiquity (from .whose sentence there could lie no 
appeal, were it pronounced on a fair hearing and 
h& deliberation,) have treated the Rhodian poet, 
in a manner tiiat seems to jastiiy the coldness and 
neglect which he has now « experienced fr^ auc* 
ceedingages. But may not these respectable and 
amiable writers, Quintilian and Longinus, of whose 
exquisite taster apd^sound judgment -no donbt can 
be entertained; may they not, in this instance, 
have been borne away by fashion? — May they not 
have yielded, in some measure, to the prejudices 
of tlie tiroes ; and neglected Apolioniui^, because 
they found him neglected by others? Mi^ tb«gr 
not have Imstily taken his character on trust ; and 
adopted the opinion of bis mediocrity, without. a 
dittgeot peniMl of his writings? May they wt/t^ 
through excessive admiration of Homer, httft 
wished to decry the founder of a new schoolt 

It is to be remembered, tiiat the critics whom 
I have mentioned were enthusiastic admirers ( 
indeed, who aoitf^iig^t^ ancienti iros not?) of 
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the standard of excellence. From his works, ia 
their opioioD, all the rales of good writing were to 
be drawn. Bold^ and perhapt nnfortonate^ at the 
same time^ was the poet, who, ui biicb a disposition 
of the Uteiary world, ventured to deviate from the 
patiis that Homer trcid, and to establish a new 
school of writing* The productions of the mightgr 
&tber of epic aong were marked by an imlaboinred 
and unaffected greatness, a snblime simplicity^ a 
style plain, flowing, and unstudied. Stranger to 
toil and modern rdlnements, bis poetry exhibitod 
more of diTine inspiration than of human art.. 
The founder of a new school and sect in eompoai* 
tion, tiie autlior of a style different, in some 
measure, and boldly presuming to retine and im« 
proTO on timt of Homer, had many^ difficidties to 
encounter, among the idolatrous worshippers of 
that venerable poet. Like the apostle of some 
new poetical heresy, be incurred the danger of 
being torn to pieces by the orthodox and pious 
lage of devout and zealous critics. At any rato, be 
could only expect, from the generality of readers, 
the contempt or the persecution tliat usually await 
all teachers of heterodox opinions and novel prac- 
tices, Apollonius was among the leaders of a new 
school in poetry ; less vigorous^ but more gorgeous ; 
less sublime, but more elaborate ; less forcible, but 
more graceful, than that of Homer. For such is 
the cimncter of the Aleandrian school, and of 

Virgil, who adopted its manner. 

There may be another reason, why the popular 
nty of Apollonina Rhodiua was not folly adequate 
tf his poetical merit. Hia detaihi of religious 
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eeremoniesi of mythology, history, and pedigree, 
though they render his poem highly valuable to . 
the curious antiquariaii, as a treasury of ancieiit 
literature, impede the rapidity of the stoi*y, and 
damp the ardour and atteution of the reader. , 
Homer, it is true, sometimes admits tbem^ but 
more sparini^ly ; and his poems are so f ull of action 
and incident that tlie weight of these episodic 
dissertations is less felt. It must be confessed, 
there are many passages in ApoUoniuSi \vhicii will 
appear suffideotly tiresome to the generality of 
English readers ; and [ presume the case was 
nearly the same with tlie Homan. Certainly^ in a 
moderate degree, such details increase tiie interest 
of tlie narrative, and produce a very happy effect. 
Th^ give a venerable air of antiquity. They fill 
the mind with a pleasing, awful gloom ; and excite 
that kind of sensation, whicli we experience on 
our entering some ancient Gothic cathedral. Re- 
mote antiquity has naturally in it something awful 
and imposing ; so that the very names of ancient 
heroes, their achievements and destinies, though 
not in themselves perhaps very great or memora* 
Me, possess a magical attraction, that allures and 
captivates the mind, and fills it with a secret admi- 
ration. Hence it is, that we peruse with so much 
delight the legends, and ancient ballads, that tell 
of * Arthur begirt with British and Armoric' 
knights; imd of Charlemagne, with all his peerage. 
Particular details, such as I have mentioned, fur- ^ 
ther add to the interest of the narrative, by gjiving 
to it a form and semblance of veracity, an appear* 
ance of reality. They seem to be a sort of corro- 
borating pledges^ which, the author gives to hi% 
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reader, for the truth of what he narrates. Snch 
may be the advantages of tim practice, if employed 
with moderation ; but ^ nothing in excess/ b a 
maxim as trae in matters of taste as in morality* 
Apolionios, it most be confessed, indulged his pre- 
dilection for antiquarian details and religious de- 
scriptions ; or rather complied with the reigning; 
taste of the day^ and of the country to which he 
belonged^ at tlie expense of his getieral reputation 
as a poet; and, like many others, sacrificed to 
iashion and present popularity the hopes of pos- 
terity. 

Another circumstance, to render the poem of 

Apollonius less popular, may be his adoption of 
tlie chronological order and historical form, in 
place of the epic integrity of action, and succinct- 
ness of duration. Histoiicai poems will ever be 
fonnd to excite less powerful interest, than thojse 
which are modelled on the truly legitimate epic 
plan* The judicious practice of Homer, who 
harries bis reader in medias res nan $eeu$ ae notu$, 
has been applauded by critics in all ages. Apol- 
lonius, as well as some other writers, has adopted 
a different method ; and his poem has suffered in 
proportion. And there are periods in the narra- 
tive, at which the poem might have opened with 
superior advantage. Such as the meeting with 
Piiineus. 

Snch are the objections which may justly be 
nliade to Apollonius. But, snrely, his beauties 
are so numerous and sq splendid, that they should 
completely exempt him from the imputation of 
mediocrity. I think I shall be justified, in my 
manner of accounting for the treatment he has re- 

w * 
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teiir^d from two consamniate critics ; and in my 
suspecting them (tbotigh T do so witii a reverenthil 
hesitation) of some degree of prejudice^ or, at 
least, of precipitation, in the sentence which they 
have passed; if we consider and examine their ex- 
pressions, in speaking of our poet. Their censures ^ 
are vague, and convey little of that precise in*- | 
structiou and appropriate remark, which we might 
naturally expect from such excellent and acute 
critics. The characters are not sufficiently dis- 
criminated, descriptive, or apposite, which they 
have respectively given of Apoilonins. Hieir 
censures come from them only incidentally, and 
bear evident marks of haste and carelessness.*^ 
lionginus, for instance, bestows on him a praise I 
which he does not seem entirely to merit, while 
he withholds that which is fiurly -due to him ; and 
then, to obscure him entirely by superior and 
transcendent brightness, he places him beside 
Hornet* i a situation, which not even Virgil faimself 
ean bear. — Lonpnus calls Apollonins ccttIcJ]®^, ' a 
writer, who never falls into tauits or inequalities ;f 
a commendation, which, unless 'we confine it to 
the singular beauty and correctness of his versifi* 
cation, style, and diction, cannot be applied la 
Apollonius; who exhibits many inequalities, and 
occasional lapses, blended with great beauties^ 
He selects him as an example of the bumbie 
mediocrity of genius, that scapes censure only by 
fearing to risk anjp^ing great or sublime ; and, in 
the words of Horace, Serpit humi tutus nimium 
timidusque procetta. Without deigning to bestow 
a critical exammation on Apollonins, he condenuis 
bimi in tbe gross, by an insulting interrogatloii-^ 
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^ Who wmdd dioose rather to be the poet of the 

J Argonaatic8 tlian Homer? — No man snrely. But 
does it follow, trotii that unlkir conipenMn, and 
from bi8 inferiority to Homers that At»olloiiim 
ihould rank with the poets of mediocrity i — Sup* 
pfuie the same question should be asked, with re* 

^"spect to Sophocles, to Euripides, to Virgil? I 
believe there are few who would answer in the 
sfimatsveS 

The words of Qiiintilian, who coldly damns 
Apollonnis with faint praise, are— Aon cmUemnem^ 
iumedidUopuB aquali qmdammediocrate.^WoTds^ 
that have in tUem much of tihe sweeping generality 
in whieh asamning and superficial eritieism is wo»t 

to delight ; and carry witli tiiem a supercilious 
pertuess of sununary condenmation, not unworthy 
of the modem critical lomgers in the shops of 
booksellers. The attribute of even level iiiedio- 
criiy is by no means descriptif e of the character 
of Apollonius. Sometimes, it is true, in his fond- 
Bess for the picturesque or the antique, be stoops, 
with a minute littleness, to the description of 

local circumstances, manual operations, and reli* 
I gioos rites ; a foiling, trom which Homer liimself 
k not exempt. But the Argonantics abonnds (as 
nmch, perhaps, as any of the remains of antiquity) 
in some of the roost elevated parts of poetry — 

bold iUid excursive flights of fancy — daring anil 
original poetical tiction&-^new and beautiful simi« 
liti^,8trikingly appositeand happily illnstrativeH^ 
?8Bnnous and exquisite descriptions of persons and 

I ' Scaliger (nlth tiic violence and preemption natural to 
^) pTKfcrs Virgllf and endeavonrs to deiprade Homer, ileik 
4ft«liiieip, WOD|d anmer in the a0ruiatlTCt 
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things, joined with a learned and accarate display 
of Bentiment and cbaracter4 These were tiie 
charms that captivated t\w, discerning and judi- 
cious Virgil, and led hua to imitate our author so 
largely. And are all these to be condemned, by 
one stroke of a dictutoiial pen, to the degrading 
station of a plebeian mediocrity ? 

Another cause, which might have rendered the 
poem of ApoUonius ^ caviare to tiie million,' may 
be foood by a partlcnlar reference of the pecnlia- 
rities of his manner to the period of time when he 
wrote, and the revolutions that very soon sac* 
eeeded the publication of the Argonautics. It 
was not long after the flourishing times of that 
literary and munificent dynasty of the Ptolemies^ 
that the Roman eagle stooped to grasp the world 
in her talons, and the Romans swept the poteo« 
tatea and establisliments of Greece before them, 
and became all powerful, and all in all, botti for 
arts and arms. Possessed of universal empire, the 
Homans became a Hterary people. It was not 
aurpiising, then, that where tlie Roman govern* 
ment prevailed, there also a tincture of Roman 
taste siK>uld predominate, and give tlie style and 
tone of fasiiion to the learned world. Wealth, 
power, and authority^ ail the means of rewarding 
merit, real or imaginary, were in their handSp 
The Romans were they, whose favour the in« 
terested had the chief inducements to cultivate ; 
and to please whom, the exertions of talent were 
naturally directed. Is it strange, then, that the 

prevailinjj; taste should have taken a turn, in some 
degree, peculiarly and nationally Roman, even 
amon^ GreeluthemseWes ?— Now, it miist be con- 
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fessed, that in the pdem of ApoUomoSi «re Mme 

tilings calculated to render him uninteresting^ or 
even tiresome, to a mere Ropian reader^ or a 
reader with the feelings and tastes of a Roman ; 
and these, perhaps, the very particulars which 
would have gone to the hearty and captivated the 
feelings of a Greek, reading with the propensities, 
tlie impressions, the partialities^ and prejadices of 
a Greek, when and where all was Grecian ; when 

all he saw around him, cuucurred to justify his 
partiality and pride. I mean here such passages 
as I have already mentioned; where the poet 
enters into details of history, mythology, and 
genealogy; or alludes to religions rites, cere- 
monies, and mysterfes, which be so frequently 
does can amwre. These were topics, highly grate- 
fid and engaging to his countrymen, in their better 
days ; hot they could not expect to excite such a 
hvely interest, when the power of Grecian empirO| 
and the pride of Grecian spirit^ were no more. 

^^^tiatever may have been the cause, the fact is, 
that ApoUonios Rhodius has been more neglected^ 
in times ancient and modern, than many of the 
meanest scribblers of antiquity. And yet, the 
highest and least equivocal testimony imaginable 
has been borne to his excellence as a poet, by the 
most exquisite judge of antiquity, Virgil; and that 
more strongly tiian by mere declarations, namely, 
I>y tiie fact of his having. chosen him as the model 
of his style and versification ;. studied him with 
the raost diligent attention; and imitated many 
parts of his poem, and incorporated Uiem with his 
lounortal iEneid* It is the noblest eulogy of our 
poet| that he was tlie favourite autlior of Virgil > 
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and the lumiy applaoded passages, which are em- 
fes^edly imitated from him by tiie divine master 
of Latin song, are the best vindication of his 

genius against the cold contempt with which he 
has been treated by the two great critics; who, in 
this solitary instance^ seem to depart from the 
amiable candom*^ the just discermneot and suavity^ 
natural to tiieni. 

Nor is Virgil the only poet^ who has borrowed 
from this storehouse of precious materials. Vale- 
rius Flaccu$9 y^ho has chosen the same subject witfi : 
ApoUoniuSy has trod very closely in his great pre- 
decessor's footsteps ; and when he has ventured to ' 
depart from them; his poem has been so much the ' 
worse. This writer has imitated the style and 
manner of Virgil with tolerpible success ; but it ! 
must be confessed, that the genius of Flaccus 
seldom soars, and that it never rises so much as | 
when it is invigorated by the muse of ApoUonius. ■ 
It is a remarkable circumstance, which supports ' 
strongly the charge of wilful misrepresentationi 
that Quintiltan, who has depreciated ApoUonius 
on the ground of mediocrity, mentions Valerius 
Flaccus, the servile imitator of that ApoUonios, in 
terms of hi^h respect — Multum in Valeria Flacco 
nuper ammmus. This must induce us to receive 
bis censure of ApoUonius with cantion. 

Otlier imitations of ApoUonius may occasionaUy 
be pointed out among tiie ancient writers, parti* 
cnlarly in Ovid. Anion^ the moderns, Milton 
seems to have studied him with peculiar care, 
and a marked predilection. Many imitatioos ^ 
the Greek poet, and even adoptions of his very 
expressions and epithetS| may be traced iik ^the 

'l 
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(Nietical writings of the immortal EngUsli bard* 
It shall be luy business^ in tlie course of the 
ensuing Notes^ to point out some of tbem to the 
attention of the reader : I shall also have occasion 
to remark, with what care he studied the writers 
of the Alexandrian sdiooL That the refined taste 
of the illustrious Camoens was formed on the 
model of the Greek and Roman poets^ and culti- 
vated by an intimate acquaintance with tbem^ is 
manifested throughout the noble poem of the 
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mythology, and is enriched with a profusion of 
giaces, drawn from the ancient classics. To the 
merit of ApoUoniosRhodius^in particular, Camoens 
seems to haye been no stranger. The subject of 
the Portuguese poem bears a striking resemblance 

to that of the Argonautics ; and the author not 
only alludes to Argo and her demi-godS| but seems 
Ibnd of drawing a comparison between the heroes 
of Portugal and those of Thessaly* In his iiae 
address to^bis king Sebastiaui he says-~ 

' Here view Aloe ArgonaatSi lo less eukoowNt' 

In the perusal of this work^the reader who |9 w^ 

acquainted with Camoens^ will (I am persuaded) 
readily perceive^ that the liusitauian bard had the 
Crreek perpetually in his view ; and that some of 
the most striking passages in the Lusiad, have been 
directly imitated from the Argonautics. 

These are illustrious suffrages to the merit of 
ApoUoniuSy which I have cited. Ye t^ for a moment^ 
mpposing (contrary to the fact) that bis work wece 
a production of inferior force and poetical merit, 
wid even dry mi tirewpie in the perusal^ stiU 
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it wo«ld be highly interestine:, and deserve tfiir 
utmost regard and attention, as a most precious 
monument of antiquity ; as alhiding tomany pointi 
4>t' ancient tiistory^ now enveloped in obscnrity ; to 
many records, now swallowed up in the abyss of 
time. It wottld deserve to be studied, as a trewury 
of ancient customs, manners, and religious opinions, 
Tites, and ceremonies ; as presenting faitt^l pic- 
*ures of the heroic times, and state of society ; as 
reflecting lights on rawiy passages of Homer and 
other ancient Greek writers ; and, affording a clue 
to correct their text, or elucidate tlieir meaning, 
it deserves, and must ever engage, the attention of 
the learned reader. — Apollomus was in possession 
of.all the leaming^f a learned age. lie had before 
him all the written monuments of antiquitj^, wWch 
were then preserved entire in the admirable library 
^f Alexandria, to whieh he had constant access. 
He had also the additional aid of poetical, mytiKh 
logical, and historical tradition, which were handed 
down to him with unimpaired force and fidelity. 
These views of society are so many materials for 
the history of the human mind, which we find in 
the Av ritings of po<?ts ; and, in this point of view, 
tiis poem deserves to be perased with care, not 
only by the poetical reader, tlie philologer, and 
the antiquarian, but also by the historian and Ae 
moral philosopher ; as giving interesting views of 
society, and pictures of humM nature. 

It may be asked, at first glance — what true in- 
terest ought man to take, in the evenU whicli have 
so long ago passed by him, on the wings of elapsed 
. time, and with which he has not the most renuite 
-ycesent eoiiineetion?~Nonc^siiffely; did^tii^Wt 
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fiuniah as with materiab, on winch to build a part 

of that most deligtitfbl and most usefal species of 
ficieQce, the knowledge of man. To obtain thti 
koowledge, we should contemplate him tlirough 
all ttie relations of which lie is capable; and 
ttnmgh ail tiie different attitudes, situations, and 
charactersj in wliich he may be placed ; by his 
greater or lesser progress in civiliauttion, by bis 
passions^ tlie nature of his soul, and tlie pressure 
of external drcumstances. No occasion sliould 
te negieoted, of considering man in the varions 
periods;- — in that which precedes civilization — in 
^at of nascent civilization — and in that of civi- 
sation somewhat advanced, yet still far short of a 
^perfect polish. It is in such views of man, that he 
may be seen and studied most efiectuallyi as he 
mlly is. His mind is then energetic as his fraiAe. 
His thoughts and feelings are vigorous, and the 
expression of them nnrestrained ; he is then unso* 
ptiisticated, and tnily himself It is this considera- 
tion^ that renders books of travels, particularly 
into countries -inhabited by savage tribes, particu- 
larly valuable and amusing. Such views of society, 
ss I have mentioned, are presented to us in tlie 
poems of Homer and of ApoUontus Rhodius ; and 
tliey have, for the moral pliilosopher, all ttie value 
sf books of travels* 

To readers, who are tlioroughly tinctured wiHi 
tbe study of classic literature, there is something 
wonderfully beautiful and engaging in the fine 
romantic fictions of tlie Oreek mythology. Were 
it allowable for a writer tb speak to the reader 
respectinsf his own ta<ites and propensities, I 
^ihotdd say, that for me, they have peeuUar obarais. 
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They come over the nnnd^ ^ redolent of ji^^ ^ 

youth, and spring;' and united with a thousaud 
collateral recommendations^ from the many amia^ 
ble ideas with which they are associated, and Ae 
miiny food recollections of loug*lost happinesa 
which are excited by them* Indeped ent of their 
intrinsic beauty, an acquaintance with them leads 
to the true and perfect understanding, of the classic 
writers of antiquity ; writers, which must ever be 
prized while pure and jnst taste prevails. Apollo- 
nius, therefore, who abounds so much in mytboto^ 
gical Jeamingy deserves to be studied, as a writer 
who reflects a general light on the other Ghreek 
classics; suLce his work is a copious ti^eaaivy of 
fabulous history and Grecian mythology. It may 
also fairly be presumed, that Ids poem contains 



many imitations of their most striking beauties. 
Thus, he may preserve some memorial of works 
that have perished. 

It has been the fortune of ApoUonius JEUiodiuSi 
to have been illustrated by a scholiast, or rather 

scholiasts, of singular industry and leaining; 
whose comments are in the highest estimntw 
vrith the classical reader. In 6ct, they poiMsaa 
degree of character, superior to tliat which imarks 
the labours of the other Greek scholiasta; those 
of the learned Eustathius on Homer and IMony* 
sius .excepted. \N or is this praise capricic^ui or 
nnmerited^ They abound in a variety of cmiMft 
matter — historical particulars, which are not to be 
found in any other writers— Kiuotations 6om 
authors, vrhose worka have wholly perishedl aa| 
notices of others, whose names aie presisrrcd ifl 
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this record alone. On these accounts^ the scho- 
liasts on Apolloniiis Rbodios form a most valuable 
repository, and probably supply the means of 
correcting and explaining many passages in an- 
cient authors. Their expositions of tlie text of 
fbeir oiiginal author are, in general^ highly lumi- 
nous and satis&ctory y and their remarks often show 

touch taste. 

Having said thus much, in vindication of the 
character and dignity of ApoHonius^ I shall proceed 
to something respecting the labours of his pre- 
sent translaton The Greek icholia^ on the Argo- 
nautics of ApoUonius, as they now appear, are sup- 
posed to have been the joint work of tlaee per- 
sons, LnciUns Tarraens, Sophocles, and Theon. 
Since tliese grammarians wrote, our poet has not 
l>een much indebted to the labours of criticS| edi- 
iony or translators. Prior to the pnUication of 
the editions of Shaw the Oxford editor, and of 
Bmnk and Beck, copies of tiiis writer were ra« 
ther scarce j and all the editions of Lim very ex- 
ceptionable and unsatisfactory. That of Hselzli- 
nus, in particular, (which, however, is still sought 
by some book collectors, to complete their sets 
of variorum classics, and, in consequence, bears a 
price;) is universally exploded by the leaiiied, 
as one of the most detestable that ever disgraced 
an ancient author* Nor luis the Oxford editor, 
Vtho is sufficiently severe on Haelzlinus, much 
cause to boast of his Si^rvices to ApoUonius. In 
ftct, succeeding annotators have added little to 
'{he copious and judicious expositions of the 
Greek scholia; except some cursory emendations 
of the text ; among these , Stephens has done the 

MQh. I G 
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nostr The latest edition of our poet is that by 
"die learned pbilologer Beck. It is mnch to be 
regretted, tbat be has so long delayed the publica- 
tion of the notes and iilnstrations, wUch should 
accompany the text and version. It is a particu- 
lar mortification to the present translator^ as he 
eonld have wished to consult every work that 
might promise information^ or tend to throw auy 
li|^ts on his author* 

As to translations of our author, I shall not 
dwell particularly on the prose Latin versionii 
iphich are not numerous. The earliest metrical 
^v^lrersion I can find is that, in Latin, which John 
i Baptist PiuSy of Bologna, has given (in heroic 
Ijatin nieasnre) of the latter part of the Argonan- 
tics of Appllonius* Xt is subjoined to the poem 
4>f Valerius Flaccns, which had been left impe^ 
feet by its author or mutilated by time, by way 
"^pf supplement; and entitled ^ Nintli and Tenth 
Books of Valerius Flaccus,' by Pius, in his very 
rare edition of tliat poet, printed in the year 1519. 
jThe nej^t metrical version is a translation of the 
entire poem into Latin hexameters, by Valentine 
Kotmar of Saltjsburg, which accompanies an edi- 
tion of the odgmal t^xt pf Apollonius, witlii tiie 

^reek «cWia annexed, published at Basil, in the 
jRear to72, 09 offidnii U§nrici Pfitrini, I tiave 
' Jiot been able to discover any very early Frmdtt 
fir Italian translation of this author. Indeed, [ am 
0 ; ^nfident^ none such prists \ In the English iuh 
^age, Dr. Brooms, (who was employed in truth 

s SHiee tbit pROm w«i flnt printed^ « Fiuicb yerfi)p ot 
'^ifoUouiuB \xdi appeared* 
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lating Homer ^) many years ago, published a 
translation of the LK>ves of Medea^ and tiie stoiy of 
Trint. lir. West bas abo presented im with one 
or two detached pieces from the Arponantics, 
Mr. Ekias bas translated the third book of ApoU 
fenios, with about two hundred tines of the fourth. 
This version appeared in a small volume^ in the 
year l77Sy with the title of ^ The Loves of Medea 
and Jason, a poem in three books, trannlated 
from the Greek of Apoitonius Rhodios/ Two 
English translations in verse, of the entire work, 
appeared about twenty years ago ; and, what is 
father singnlar, precisely at tlie same time ; the 
one, by Mr. Edward Bumaby Greene; and tlie 
other, (wtiicb is more esteemed) begun by Mr. 
Fawkes, who bad before translated Theocritns, 
and, on his death, completed by a friend, who has 
not given bis name to the public. There are two 
modem Italian versions; the first, by the well- 
known Salvini. The latest translation of the Ar« 
gonantics is that by Cardinal Fibngieri; an au- 
thor well known by his prodnctions on economic 
sabjecte, which appeared at Rome; the first vo« 
hme in the year t791. It is printed, together 
with the original Greek text, in two volumes in 
quarto, vrith the title of VArgmumiiM di ApaU 
hnio Rhodio tradotta ed iUustrata. An ample 
preface, treating of the fable of the poem, and 
the design and scope of the anthor, is prefixed. 
This translator, while he aims at too scrupnlous 
and exact fidelity, and labours to render all the 
epithets of his autiior into Italian^ becomes ter* 

s For Hr. Pdpt: 
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bose and enervate^ and smothem all tte deguM 

of the original in a mass of words. It frequently 
liappens too, that he mistakefi and peirertft the 
ume of Ua aaflior. There are abort notes tnlh 
joined, at tiie bottom of each page ; and larger 
notes thrown together, at the end of .eaeli booiu 
In these latter, we are presented with a confused 
and injudicious mass of good and ))ad — trite and 
reoondite. Tbeiie is also a Geraian Tersion, in 
hexameter verse, by Jo. Jac. Bodmer^ printed in 

octavo, Turici, 1779«r-<S€^ Themu. m Hisr^i) 
Such are the marks of attention which ApoUot 
nius has hitherto received from the literary world* 
. I sMl presnme to say, how the Engtish 
translators of Apollonius, who have gone before 
me, bwe succeeded in their taskt It would ill 
become nM4o speak in degrading tema of those 
gentknaen, whose taste led them to pr^:ede mei 
in the -meritorious proviooe of endeavonring to da 
justice to this delightful and too-mucli neglected 
writer. Their perfprmances are. before the pnhr 
lie, and it is the privilege of the pnbiie to appw* 
date the labours of writers. It may appear to 
maigi^ that a new tmnslation of w autfaor who 
has been twice translated might well be spared 
^et^ in one.point of view, I hope my attempt wiU 
appear aUowahte^ and fifc^ Aom^ impotatioifcof 

vanity. Wfiatever may be the demerits of -Ae 
present tcan^tiont I flatter^myself they will find 
^nlgenoe -and pardon ftom tfae/«andid Tender, 
^or the sake of tlie concomitants of which this 
.version is iotrodnctoiy:» « He'.will ^find. large ^apft- 

tracts from the Greek scholia^ which deserve to be 

well known to th,« i^asanal reader— a variety of 
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liuitBy critical^ histoiioal^ and expiaoatory ; tomt 

few of tliem extracted from Uiose of Fawkes aud 
ttie Oxford editor^ but, tor the moat part^ whoUy 
new; of whidi some may not be altogether nnae* 
ceptable, even to tliose who read Apollaiuti6 iu 
tbe original text. 

It is foot fair to apprise the reader, witii respeet 
to the translatioD which I now, with niocb diffi* 
, dence, offer to his hand^ thatt he will find it, in 

general, rather paraphrastic than strict , in many 
places^ more redimdaot than 1 coaid wish. I must 
own, that I have endeavonrad to foUow ratiaer tite 
iptrit than the letter of the original. But I hope 
I have not been unlaithfid to the general sense^ 
to the substance of what the Greek text meant 
to say. Shall I own it i I, some times iiad the m» 
aity of aiming at another sort of tnmslation^-^a 

kind of portrait-translation : — a version, not of the 
matter merely, but of the «ty4e and manner of my 
efiginal. How I may imve eoeoeeded in this^ 
ahis ! I fear — I feel — but the reader, who is capa- 
ble of comparing tbe ^ersion with tbe teat, most 
judge for himself : — and, in judging, the test is, 
if the version reads in Ei^lish Uke an original 
worlu 

There are two opposite causes^ which render 
the task nf transtating ApoUoniua Kbodius higtily 

difficult. His excellencies, and his deiecfts^ 

This writer possesses an nncommon sweetness of 
%le, a pecttliar delioacy of language, a ottrtoni 

felicity of expression, an nndescribable, inimitable 
grace, and a polished simplicity whicii cannot 
ittiiy be tnmsfiued into a version, especially ftom 
tbe Gnekp into m language aa much its ^infarior^ 
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fts flie Englisb* With an elaborate poUsh of his 
diction and verse, he joins a richness of fimtiy, a 
copiousness and facility of invention, which impart 
an air of fluency and facility to his writing, of 
which it is not easy for the translator to exhibit 
an image. To many, tlie comparison may, per- 
haps, appear fanciful and far-fetched ; but, in my 
mind^ Apolionius seems to bear a considerable de- 
gree of likeness to Ariosto. The same parity and 
beauty of style and diction, tlie same harmony of 
versification, the same fertile invention and abun- 
dant display of circumstances, the same glowing 
tints of colouring^ the same apposite force and 
picturesque beauty of epithet, metaphor^ and si- 
mile, appear in both. The faults of Apolionius, 
to which I allude^ as rendering him difficult of 
translation, are the fondness for the antique, (which 
I have already noticed) and a love of the pictu- 
resque ; a propensity to graphic illustration^ car^ 
ried sometimes to excess, and producing too mucli 
minuteness of description; details of too great 
exactness and eircnmstaiice. There are a variety 
of arts and manual operations, with their appur- 
t^nt technical terms; which^ partly from the 
correspondent mechanical operations, in the pre- 
eent improved state of arts and sciences, being 
performed in a different manner; partly^ from our 
not having the standard of common use to resort 
tfif for an exposition of the writer's meaning; cau- 
siot easily be understood, even by tolerable Greek 
and Latin sdioiars. But, suppose this first diffi- 
mAty removed ; ancient terms of art, even if tiiqr 

can be made intelligible, cannot be rendered, 

^ith any degree of grace^ into a modem language^ 
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where the corresponding terms are debased into 
vulgarity by low and tamiiiar use. Many pas- 
gages of this kind are to found in Homer. Tliey 
are frequent also in Apollonius Rliodius; particu- 
larly sOf from Uic exactness wtuch he affects in 
describing every thing. 

Had I consulted my own jud/ij^menty I should 
lATe sobjoined the Notes incidental to my trans* 
latioUy at the bottom of each page, an I went 
along* It was tlie old practice, and I have a great 
respect for old practices ; they are generally rea- 
sonable, and founded in convenience. By sub- 
joining the notes, where notes are necessary, at 
the bottom of the pa£:e, much trouble is saved to 
the reader; and tiie danger of nmeh misappre- 
heosion avoided by the writer* Alowever, the 
reigning taste of tlie present day, whicli seems to 
consider books rather as things of ornament tlum 
use; as matters designed to please the eyes, ra- 
ther than to inform the understanding; has ttiought 
fit to consult the beauty of the page, at the ex« 
pense of many more important considerations; 
and, with this view, has consigned the notes to the 
end of the volume, or to a separate volume. This 
practice is now so generally established, that it 
would appear an lugracious affectation of singu* 
Urity, were I to contend for a disposition gene* 
r^y exploded. With ttie exception of a very few 
short ones, I have, therefore, consigned the notes 
to a separate station, according to the received 
form of book-making. 

Sudi is the outline of the present work. A 
consideration, which disposed the author to em- 
ploy himself in the present translation^ may ako 
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induce some readers to bestow a little time on the 
peinisal. This uudertakiog was coiumeaced ia it 
season of gloom and tarbnlence, amidst a variisty 
of alarming phantasms and fearful apprehensions. 
The dismal prospect has in some measure cleilred 
up ; yet ^itill the horizon of social sympathy is con- 
tracting itself| and blackening into clouds and 
heavy darkness. Happy is he, who can find wiChin 
his closet a temporary retreat, from the tumult 
and the sorrows of the busy crowd ; and lose hiiil- 
self in literary amusements and unambitious cares. 
This is an innocent and moral resource, which 
does not banish feeling, or unfit the mind for exer* 
tion j it is a resource, which is not a satire on the 
individual who adapts it, or an insult on tlie suf- 
ferings and the apprehensions of the many who 
suffer around hiqi. The Muses come, like divine 
comforters, to the restless couch of pain, priva- 
tion, and despondency : — not with the obtrusive 
declamation of a vain philosophy ; not with the 
stale professions of consolation, wliich evet fiifi (tf 
their end ; but witli soothing variations from pain- 
t!ul and immediate cares, with welcome absCrac- 
tions from importunate and besieging thoughts. 
* \^ith innocent resources and alleviating arts, tiM 
uisensibly steal us from ourselves. Hard indiell 
it is, to obtain that respite. The unpleasing sense 
what we are^ and what we may be, will still 
xeciu*. The patriotic feelings, that remind ns we 
have a country, become sources of fear. All the 
* dear surrounding pledges, which to the moral mfd, 
in tiniel of perfect serenity, are sources of the 
most pure and virti}ous delight, in times of doubt 
Aid dismay are ar&ed witli poniards, to itsSi the 
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fteKng heart But I know, that I BbaU too fr4> 
qnently have occasion to request tlie indalgence 
of my reader. Let me not trespass on his |>a* 
tiinice, mmecessariiy and at tbfe irery threshold^ 

by a querulous display of the feelings and fore- 
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ready. 

The reader, wlio expects to find, in the poem 

of Apollanius, any autiiientic information respect* 
ing the state of geography, when he wrote ; or to 
collect thence any true notices of the opinions of 
the ancients, in his time, on the beiring^t distances^! 
and situations of countries then known^ wilt be 
nnch disappohited. The whole geographical iyn* 
tern of the wanderings of the Argonauts, is com* 
pletely romantic and fictitious* The cnriokis rea^ 

der will find the fabulous geoe^ruphy of this expe- 
dition diligently ex|ilained by a learned writer^ 
muued Schoneman, in a work entitled Commeiito- 
tia de Geograpkia Argonatitorum^ GoUingiSj 
Tliat el^ant master of classic learning, Pro* 
fessor Heyne, has also glanced at this subject, in 
bis excellent edition of Apollodonis the Athenian* 
As the exploits and travels of the Argonaotft 
Were a favourite subject with the ancient poets*, 
tte reader may not be displeased to see a short 
Mtice of the names of some of their writers, who 
either have preceded or followed our author, in 
this high argument The first place is unques» 
tionably due to Orpheus, one of the first of poets, 
who accompanied the heroic adventurers; was, 
like Ossian, at once a warrior and a bard; and 
sui^ and celebrated tlie exploits and the dangers 
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in which he shared. Orpheus and Musapus were 
niach older than Homen Bat the poem on the 
Argonantic expedition, which still subsists and 
bears the n^me of Orpheus, though it affects to 
speak in the character of that most ancient bard, 
thou^^'h it always employs the first person, and talks 
of ,the different transactions that passed in the 
course of the Toyaj^e, as if the writer had been 
au eye-witness, (the bard addressing himself ocea« 
sionally to M nssens as his son) is really of a date 

long subsequent to the Argonantic enterprise, and 
even to the time of Homer i and is known to be 
the work of an Athenian, named Onomacritns, 
who lived about the sixtieth, or (according to 
Clemens Alexandrinus) the fiftieth Olympiad, and 
was contemporary with Pisisti*atus. No doubt 
can be entertained, however, of the existence of 
such a person as Orpheus. Eusebins in his Chro- 
nicon, and Suidas, inform us, that he lived before 
the Trojan war. Justin Martyr relates, that after 
he had craiposed his hymns on the system of po- 
lytheism, he travelled into Egypt, and, having 
learned the true worship of Gtod, from the He- 
brews, composed a palinode or recantation. It 
is certain too, that Musasus, to whom the account 
of the Argonantic voyage is inscribed, (and whom . 
Orpheus seems to address as his son) is supposed 
by many (as Pighius relates) to have been no 
other than the prophet Moses.— See Argonautics 
9t Orpheus, line ^)6. 

That Orpheus irisited Egypt, is confirmed by a 
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liaftsage in tiie begumuig of the poem ascribed to 

him. ^ 

Other writers^ wha have treated the nme aabject 
i»with Apollooins, are Antimachus, in bis ^ork 
called Auin i Cleon curienau, from whom Ascle* 
piades says ApolloDius borrowed many tfamgs, and 
trausplantefl them into his poem ; Epimenides ; 
' Enmelius of Corinth; Dionysius of MiietuSy or 
Mitylene; Herodoms, whom ako Apoltonins is 
said to have imitated^ and who is frequently quoted 
by the scholiast on oar author ; Hesiod« if he was 
really the author of the poem which was entitled 
\£gimius ; Pisandery in a work entitled Theogfh 
ma her^ica; Pindar also has giTai^ a carions ac- 
connt of the Arsjonantic expedition, with 8ome 
drcmmstances not mentioned eisewberoi in a long 
digresffiOD which he has introdneed in his fourtti 
Pythic ode. A Greek poem, on the Argonautic 
expeditiont is to be foond in the Opus Awreum of 
Michael Neander, published Lips. t5B8. Simo- 
nidesy ttie geoealogist| also treated this sabject, as 
we are informed. 

It was not to be supposed, that such a memo* 
rable enterprise, which gave birth to a variety of 
interestiof? and romantic events, should have failed 
of affording subjects to ttie tragic muse, which, as 
* we find, borrowed so much from the transactions 
of the Theban and of the Trojan wars. Accord- 
ingly, it will appear,^ that among the dramas of 
JBsdiylns, extant or enumerated by ancient wri- 
ters^ are these — Agy^ n KttmvrK i Argo^ or the 
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Hower; theCabiri; theLfemulfUis; and Hypsipyle^ 
exclusive of other subjects. Most decidedly, these 
dramas mji^t have been founded on jcircumstances 
related in the history of the Argonaatic expedi- 
tion, Eai ipides composed two plays, at least, on 
incidents arising in the course of the Argoaautie 
expedition, or in consequence of it ; Hy psipyle, 
and Medea: the latter of which has been pre^ 
served, and is among the most beautiAil and a^ 

fecting dramas of this pathetic writer. Sophocles 
also wrote a play on an incident taken from this 
^enterprise, called Lemnians. We have an ^pie 
jpoem, of considerable length, by Valerius FlaccuSy 
a cotemporary of Quintiliani on the sutgect of die 
Argonautic enterprise. This writer (who is by 
tio means destitute of genius and talent) Ims not 
scorned to sirail imnseir, as much as be oonld^ of 
imparted aid, from the poets who preceded him. 
In his style and diction he has imitated Virgil, 
Had witib some success. Itt the particular im^ 
dents, as well as in the general plan of his poem, 
'fte^^has closely followed Apollonins, and imitated 
' ^indeed I might almost say translated) many pas- 
sages lirom his Greek predecessor. Sometimes^ 
however 9 he had the vanity to think of breakings 
lance with ApoUonius, and of improving on his 

Seat original } and, perhaps^ 4iis poem is so much 
ci Ijirorse for these attempts* For Instance, Apol- 
Nonius makes Acastus, the son of the jealous and 
Mdiotts Pelias, fiiU of all the fire mid galkmtry nf 
'fngenuons youth, frankly and freely, and contrary 
to the expectation of the Ai|;onauts^ follow Jason, 
ptytwithstandrng the enmity of *bi8 father to^te 
' iyoung hero. This is a most engaging and interest-* 
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in; picture. Valerius Flaccus deprives Acastus 
of tbe praise of generosity pod courage^ and de-» 
grades the character of Jason, bis hero, by an im- 
puUtion of mean artifice and deUberate waUce^ 
fi>r he makes the leader prevail on his coropanioii 
to join hira^ by earnest solicitations, and, in some 
measure^ to trepan him on board ; and he ascribes 
the anxiety of Jason^ to enrol Acastiw among his 
followers, not to friendship, or a real wish for Iiis 
issistance, so much, as to a principle of revenge 
and malice, a desire of wounding the heart and 
pateinal feelings of Pelias, by drawing the son to 

share the dang^s of the perilous voyage ordaiae4 
by the father. 

Lucius Attius, or Accius, an early Roman tragic 
poet, produced a play, the subject of which was 
Inmiisiied by the Atrgonantic expedition. A frag- 
ment of this drama is preserved : it is a speech, 
iupposed to be spoken by a shepherd, who first 
toeried the ship Argo. 

Taniu M tp k§ UMiwr 
Trtm^umau <ag oWa, imamiii ssnKt» ^ 4Blr<toi 

JiuU prolapsa pelagus respergit rejlai 
Jia dum interr upturn credas nimbum volvier 
Dum quid sublime ventLn exfulsum rapi 
Saxum aut proceilis, vel glohosos turbines 
'JSxUteim^Mm nmUs coacursatUibus 
JHH fpfor ierreitru HragjU amckt 
Avifi^e TrUonfuseinA everiens specus 
Subier radicti peMm undanii infrei^ 
Moiem et pro/undo saxeam ad cadam vomM» 

Ovid has introduced tliis subject in his Metamor- 
phoses, and written a tragedy on the story of 
Medea« 
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There is a long Italian epic poem, on the sub- 
ject of the Argonautic expedition, which is enti^ 
tied JLa Giasoneide o sia lu Conqttista del Velh 
d'Oro Faema Epko di died Canti con le Annota-^ 
zimd a eUueum di essi. It is written by L'Abbate 
Ubaldo Mariy and dedicated to the great Frederic 
of Prussia, The copy, which I have seen, was 
printed at Leghorn, 1780; and, probably, there 
may never be another edition. The author has 
thought it necessary to prefix the following pro- 
test: 

Protesta. ^ Sono scheni poeticp MUanto^ e non 
untimenH veri deW antare^ Pespirssumi tutte di 
questo poemu^ tratte della teologia de PagoM.* I 
owe the knowledge of this work to ihy worthy 
and iugenious friend, Mr. Cooper Walker ^, whose 
taste and attention to Italian literature are not 
unknown to the public, and whose poKteness and 
obliging temper are felt and esteemed by all who 
have the pleasure of his acquaintance* 

This author follows a course of his own, and 
has not much in common with ApoUonius or Va» 
lerins FIaccos« Had I not already trespassed so 
much on the patience of tlie reader, in this Pre- 
face, I should be tempted to give an analysis of 
the strange poem in question. 

Exclusive of different modem plays on the story 
of Medea, and of mere historiral works in diC 
ferent languages, I believe I have now emiraerated 
all the different performances^ to which a subject 

4 Of St. Valerl, near Doblin; an amiable and accomplialiea 
•cboiar^ whoie iamentod dcadi look piaM on the ISUi of Apfil» 
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has been famished by the voyages and adrentnrea 
of the ArgODaots. Other particolars, respecting 
this interesting theme, the writers who have treated 
it» and ApoUonioB Rhodios in partienlar^ will be 
found in the course of the notes which accoin- 
pany the present translation. And now that I am 
led to mention the notes, which tbrm a part of 
this work, I must entreat the indulgence of the 
candid reader ; and beg leave to remind him, that 
it is not easy to hit the exact medinm of the pab« 
lie taste in the department of notes. To many, I 
shall appear, perhaps, to have darkened my author 
with itlnstration ; to many, my notes may appear 
trite and unnecessary ; to many more, far-fetched 
and pedantic ; and both censures may, probably, 
be well-fomided. The difficulty of satisfying all 
readers, and an anxiety to elucidate (as ^veII as 
my poor resources wonld allow me) the sense ot my 
author, are alll can allege in my befaalf« 
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BOOK I. 



INVOCATION. — Subject propoaed.— Jealousy of Pelvis ex- 
ci(e(l by an oracle. — Chance points out Jason as the object.— 
Petias determinefl to rid himself of Jaaoii, by aeodiog for Ihe 
golden fleeee^«<'4}«taiogiie of heroes who eogaged io the 
CQf erpriae*— ProoeMioii tl^w^ the city to the ihore.— Re* 
fleetions of the people as they pass ; of the women In parti- 
cnlar.-^Deplorable iitate of Jason's father.— Grief of his 
mother, — He endeavours to comfort iheni. — Pathetic address 
of Alcimede his motiier^-^Jason's reply.— He hastes to join 
hb associates; meets by the way I|rtiias» priestess of Dlana«— 
Ihey are separated by the erowd.-^Acastnay sou of Pelias^ 
miexpectedly joins the Argonants, aeeompanled by Argas.-«» 
Address of Jason to ihe band. — lie proposes that they should 
choose a leader.— Ail cast their eyes on Hercules. — He refuses 
Ihe honour^ and proposes Jason.— He being chosen^ com- 
mences by directing his followers to propitiate, by sacrifice, 
Pbtebtts, the adviser of the enterprise.— ne heroes lanneh 
the ship Argi^ and assign the diffimnt iiaslons al the oars by 
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ARGUMENT. 



hsL^mAn altar erected od the shore to Pbc8biu« who presidei 
#fer emharkationi.— Frayer of Jaaoo.— Sacrifice dmribed. 

feast sueceeds.— -Prediction of Idmon.— Petulance of 
Idas. — A quarrel. — ^The tamult composed by Orpheos.-* 
Adventurers dear out of the bay of PagasaB*-*Prodigy,^ 
The Argo speaks.— The goda look down on the ArgoDaots 
alid their TiiseL— The nympbrf ap|iearon the tope of the hills 
to view this strange object— Chiron appears wUh his wlfct 
who bears tbe yunug Achilles in her arms, and fhows him 
to Pcleus. — The Argonauts arrive at Lenanos. — Episode of 
the Lernnian vromen.— iiypsipiie, their queen, holds a 
council. — Argonauts Invited Hshore.— Mantle of Jason d^ 
scrlhed.~Anfal speech of HypsipUe^Hypelplle takes n* 
pathetic f^eve of Ja8oo.«-^e Argbnahts Itete Lemnoa.-^ 
Arrive at the Propontis.— They are hospitably received by 
Cyzicus.— Jason, with some of hb companlonsi ascends 
mount Dindymos. — Hercules, with a small party, is lett ta 
take care of the ship.— Thqr are attacked by tbe b«ri>aHans« 
hot detat them."— The Angonants set sail ; bm ere driven 
hack in the night by adverse winds.— Cyzicus and his people 
mistake them for enemies.— »A violent conflict ensues.— 
Cyzicns slain. — His wife kiib herself.— Grief of both parties. 
— Funeral ritea of tbe prince.— Jason, by the direction of 
Mopsns, repairs to nionot DindymuSi to propitiate Cybelc*^ 
The winds become favoorable.— They reach Myshu— Her« 
cnlesv plying his oar with too mech force, breaks It—Be 
goes to look for a new one : meantime, Hylas, his favourite, 
is snatched away by the nymphs.— Polyphemus hears the 
cries of the youth, and goe? oat, in hopu of assisting bim.— 
He meets Hercules.— They pursue the tearcb together ; mean* 
tlm^ the vessel sails away.!— krgouaots discover their loas In 
thetnomlng. — Their grief andconMou»— Sorrow of Jason.— 
They wish to return and seek for the heroes.— Are prevented 
by Calais and Zetes. — Rage of Telamon.— lie accuses Jason 
of baving left Hercules behind ihroui^h envy. — Glaucos 
appears from the waves, and foretels the fortuues of ihe 
Argonauts, and of Herceles and Folyphenuis.— Strif<e np- 
peased.— Hercnies and hb friend continue their search for 
Hylas, hut in vain.— The Argonants arrive at Bebryola, the 
country of Amycns. 
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Parent of sacred song ! inform the rhymes i 
Record the glorious men of other tunes. 
Whose daring oars the vessel first impdl'dy 
And through the' astonish'd deeps theii voyage held j 
With search adventurous on the Colclnan shore. 
To win the fleece replete with golden ore* 
For Pelias, with insidious dark command^ 
To tasks of dangerous daring urg'd the tend. 
The' obscore precHction wak'd his jealoos hite^ 
Wirti doubtful warnings of untimely fate : 10 
* A youth unshod amid the crowd appears, 
Cavse of Ifay mln, subject of thy fears/ 
Object of terror accident supplied, 
To pohdt SBspieioDS, that had wandered wide. 
The hallowed banquet was to Neptune giv'n. 
And all the' immortal habitents of lieav'n, 
Save one : vrith bold contempt, the wife of Jove 
Selected seem'd, the' irreverent slight to prove. 
To join the festive rites, with eager haste, 
As yontfafiil Jason o'er Anannis pass'd % 

His sandal swallow'd by the' impetuous flood, 
Undiod before tlie king the stripling stood. 
By SQpeiBtition fill'd with dire alarms, 
He dooms ttie' imagined foe to mortal harms j 
To toils unknown, amid the billows* roar } 
And endless wanderings on a distant shore. 
Tis sqng, that Argus, by Minerva taught, 
The first of ships, a wondrous fabric, wrought. 
With added memory, let the Muse unfold. 
What lives recorded through the ye^rs of old, 30 

' A stream of Thessaly^ according to some; aocofding ta 
jplhuMf a seneral naine tor aoy torreac. 
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The names and lineage of die godlike train, 
Their weary wandeiings o*er the trackless main} 
lUiistrions Spirits^ proved from dime to clkBe, 

In deeds that reach the heights of fame sublime. 
Presiding Muses of historic song. 
Recount tiie leaders of the daoteg tiirong. 

A bard divine the brave associates led^ 
Whose tonefiil soul the thirst of gloiy fed. 
Sweet Orpbens^ by the parent Afose inspir'd ; 
A youth of Thrace her heavenly bosom fiWd, 40 
Near Pimple's ^ towering rock> to him slie bore 
The nrigfaty master of^ poetic lore. 
The massy stones ^is magic song obey'd ; 
The torrents in th^ir h^dlong fall were sta^'d j 
Pieria's beeches heard the measures flow, 
And left their mountain for the vale below: 
There^ Ustemng.captives of his tuneful hand. 
In order rang'd tlie green memorials stand. 
Him^ wam'd by Chiron, ^son's noble heir. 
To join his laboiirs and partake his eare, 50 
Call'd from Pieria, where he reign'd secure, 
And gloi^'s charms the martial bard allure* 
Next came Asterlon, from Cometes spmng. 
With whirlpools boiling^ and with w oods o*erfaun|f, 
Where rolls Apidanus ^, in torrent force, 
And bids Enipeus ^ join his swelling course ; 
The yonthfiil hero left his native bow'rs. 
Where dothVI in shades the tall Phylleinm tow'n S 
Then, Inr'd by fiune to fly where danger calla^ 
Brave Polyphemus quits Larissa's walls ^ : 60 

> A dkivlflC or Fiwtet wbci« WIS a nKMntihi tad ▼lllats* 

3 A pidim ii»- B ntpmi» rhrert of Theeisly. 

4 A oioMiiB'or Maosdoaia. 

5 A city of ThctKily. This Polyphemui of EUlu^ most 
be GonfoTUided with Polyphecip^Mi ibe Cydoet. 
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No stnudger he to liardy ftat of arms ; 

His early youth was given to rude alarms^ 
Wbea Centaurs bi:av*d the Lapithae^ to fight ; 
Bat creeping age had now relaxed his might: 
Yet still tlie' undaunted fire of youth remaitfd| 
And mental energy the frame sustained. 
Nor Phylace, with all the charms of home. 
Forbade the gallant Iphiclus to roam ; 
Attached to kindred| and alive to fame^ 
To share his nephew's glorious toils he came. 70 
AflFection's band the e^od of marriage tied, 
And made his beauteous lister £son's bride* 
From Pherae rich m many a snowy flock^ 
Where beacon-like the Cbalcodonian rock, 
With head sublime, o'erlooks the subject plains 
Its chief, Admetns, joins the* adventurous train. 
The sons of Hermes, skill d in many a wile, 
Jn warfiure nurtured, and ennch'd by spoil. 
From A lope, at golden hope's command, 
Echion joins, with Eurytus, tlie band. 80 
Them the fair daughter of Mensetius bore ; 
Their brother shares tlieir journey to the shore, 
EthaUdes % whom a Thessalian dame, 
The beauteous oftpring of a stealthy flame, 
Bore to the winged messenger of Jove ; 
Amphrysus* banks were witness of their love. 
From wealthy Oyrton % with the band euroli'd, 
Coronus came^in mai tial prowe^ hold. 

^ So called rrom lAfiitbes, son of Apollo and Stilb^. 
7 A town or Theisaly. 

• This, says tbe teboliast, is a proper oaiue, iJiough it bears Uie 
form of a patronymic. 
^ A cHy of Tb^Asaly or Pf*raebia« 
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Yet scarce he reached his fatlier'K warlike name, 
Undaunted Cencus, darling child of fame. 90 
When Centaor hosts timt matcldess chief aasail'd^ 
O'er crowding foes his single might prevailed j 
Dii*e was the conflict^ horrible their ire, 
Unraov'dy intrepid, scorning to retire^ 
. With mind unbroken, and unwearied hands, 
Hurhng defiance the fierce warrior stands; 
The baffled foes resort to missive war, 
And lill the groanin^i; air with weights from far^ 
The darted pine, and oak*6 enormous trunk ; 
Crosh'd into eartii, yet nnsubdned, he sank. 100 
Next Mopsus came, of Titaresian line. 
Supremely skili'd to read the will divme 
In voice and flight of tribes fbat wing tiie sky, 
For Plicebus gave the powers of augury. 
Polydamas attractive glory leads. 
Where Xenias wide his stagnant mirror spreads. 
The son of Ctimenus renown'd of yore ; 
The father's name his native city bore. 
Then Actor sends his young Memetios forth, 
From nobie chiefs to learn heroic wortli. 110 
Witli him were join'd, companions brave ihd 

young, 

Rurytion bold and Eribotes strong. 

His birth to Teleon Eribotes ow*d. 

Old Actor's blood, a generous current, flowed 

To warm £ury tion's breast, with dawning fire. 

For, sprunsT from Actor, Iras was his sire. 

Oilcus ciinic, intrepid in tlie field, 

Swift in pursuit, when flying squadro/)s jeld« 

And hapless Cantbus from Eoboea came,' 

f^s s}vc Canethustann'd the' adventurous flame, 129 
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Jb evil hour; for, to return no more, 
He roam'd witfa Jason from his native sfaore* 
Ordain'd to perisb on a distant lan4| 
With Mopsus wandering o'er the Libyan strand. 
0 wretched wan^ haw transient is thy brcatii^ 
Kievitabiy doomed to pain and death f 
I Od Libya's burning sands their tombs remain 
^ A scene, £ur distant from the Colehian plain, 
j As the gay seats of Phcebos' dawning light, 

From the pale precincts of approactiing night. 130 
Clytiqs and Iphitus the call obey, 
And leave iEehalia th^r paternal sway, 
The seat of Eui ytus, whom Phcebns taught 
To bend the bow, vnlit aim unerring fnmghn 
i Relentless man^ with impious rage he bum'd. 
And gifts divine against the donor tom'd. 
Tlie sons of MAcm augment tiie iMmd ; 
Not jointly they, nor from a common land; 
j By conscious terrors from iEgina driv'n, 
I They 6ed the vengefni wrath of earth and heav^. 140 
Through feU mischance, in flower of youthful pride^ 
[ Beneath their hand^ their brother Pbocus died* 

I IVAthenianisle'^lioldTelamon possessed, 

''^ IiiThi^ Peleus found a place of rest. 
Tlie valiant Bates from Gecropia came, 
Biave Teleon^ oispring. With eongenial flame 
Phalenis join'd him, skiifiil at the spear. 
Child of ills age, to hoary Alcon dear. 
I No selfish thoughts the father's mind engage, * 
1 The sole support of liis declining age laQ 

I <^ Salamb.^— iSo Homer; 

I AJax from Salami? twelve vessels brought, 

And raog'd hia troops where ilia Atbeiiiaas foBgh^ 
I Attta, 
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He sends, the pride of weary liie^fl dectine. 
With noble chiefs, in hardy deeds to shine. 
But Theseus, who in glorious acts excell'd I 
Erectheus' sons, no more the light bebdd. 
Victim of friendship, m the Stygian gloom 
He moum'd in diains his lov'd companion's dooBi« 
Lamented chance, for Jason's daring host | 
A mighty succrar by liis absence lost ! | 
The son of Agnias, from the Thespian plain, | 
No mean assistant, Tiphys joitfd the tram, 160 | 
Supremely skiird, with presqieut eye to mark | 
The perils timt await idie labYing bark. 
When howling tempests shall the billows sweep, 
And watery mountains rise amid the deep, 
The solar path, and the presaging star. 
Minerva led him to the band from far ; 
The band reeeive him with a shout of joy. 
And soon theur toils his wondrous ^fts employ, 
Alector's son inspired by Pallas wrought, 
And fram'd the vessel^ as the goddess tauf^U 170 
Divinely form'd^ that first of ships surpas^d 
All vessels that have ploughed the briny waste* 
.Possess'd of all tiiat mortals can dosiret 
Cheer'd with the love of his Lensean sire'^. 
From Arsethyrea wealthy Phlias came, 
For glory tooch'd faun with her sacred flame* 
He left his mansion, where Asopns flows. 
To share in peals, and encounter woes« 
Two Argive yonths increase tibie gallant throng. 
The daring Talaus, and Areius strong, 180 

In some copies it is Arestoridesy but tbe trae ratfttng is 
Alectorides; Argus, son of Arestor, was prior to Uie Argoiiavts. 
.^3 Bacchoa. 

m 
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With stout Laodocus, whom Pero bore, 
Daughter of Neleus, and tlie cause of yore^ 
That biBve Mefaunpos im^'d in deeds of spoil, 
Source of his danger, object of his toil* 
Nor mighty Hercules the call deelio'd, 
'While glory*s charms inftmi'd the daring mind. 
Soon as he heard (for the report was loud) 
The purposed voyage, and the* assembled crowd^ 
When late he left Arcadia's wild domain. 
And pass'd to Argos, seat of Iiynceus' reign, iSt> 
He bore the savage from the tangled brakes, 
Lampeeials woods, and Erymanthiaii lakes. 
Mycaenap's forests trembled at the view, 
When to the ground the caqptive boar he threw. 
Spontaneous he augmeuts the glorious band. 
Nor seeks a licence from Eui^stheus' hand. 
With him went Hylas in the bloom of youth. 
Who felt with ardour, and repaid with truth, 
(Guard of his quiver, bearer of his bow,) 
Ail the fond cares his master could batow. 200 
Then NaupUus came, of ancient Danaus' line, 
A mortal mother, and a sire divine. 

From him whose trident shakes the solid earth 
And Amymon^, Nauplius took his birth. 
From him we find the* heroic race extend. 
And Praetus, Lerans, Nauplius descend. 
The last on Ciytonaeus life bestow'd, 
To him his being yoonger Nauplius ow'd. 
A gallant spirit, dauntless Idmon, came. 
Of Argives last, but not the least in fiune, 210 



Lampeda, a mooataia of Arcadia^ firom wbtnce the river 
^TTQunthoa flows. Hercules, 

Ne|iCniie. >7 See notes st the 
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For, skiird in augury^ he read his doom. 

And soaght^ with heart resolved, the' untimely tomh. 

Reputed son of Abas, bat liis sire 

The god of day bestow'd prophetic fire. 

What bnming entrails teach lie bade him read. 

What signs from voice and flight of birds proceed. 

•From Sparta next, the bold attempt to ahare, 

^olian Leda sends the^ iUostrions pair, 

Pollux, in combats of the cestus crowned, 

And Castor, tor the maiiag'd steed renown'd, 2S0 

Dear as the pledges of declinin|if age, 

Darlings and toys, that closing life engage, 

A double birth from Tyndarus and JoYe, 

produce of mortal and immortal love. 

)Slo woman's fears, that feeble minds enthral, 

No weak despondence would the youths read y 

In Jove confiding, and the valiant heart, ^ 

She sees, without a sigh, her sons depart. 

Thine offspring, Apharetns, Lyneeus bold. 

And haughty Idas, next tiieir names enroU'd. *2SO 

Arene sends them. Wondrous was the pow'r 

Bestow*d on Lyneeus at his natal hour. 

His darted glance, so fable sings, could pierce 

The darkling centre of this universe. 

Next, PerycUmenus, to join the train, 

First-born of Neleus, quits the Pylian plain. 

Him ocean's god, endow'd with boundless mighty 

And, not less nsefiil in the deadly fight, 

He gave him pow'r, amid the hurtling storm, 

To choose his shape, and wish away his fonii« 240 

Amphidamus and Cepheos left the seat 

Qf rural pleasures^, for the warlike fea^ 

W A city of Peloponnesus near F>'Iq»» 
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Arcadia, bless'd abode of shepherd loveit^ 

Apheidw* happy reahu^ and Tegea's groves* 

The yom^ ADcasus^ on their steps attemb^* 

The gallant boy his sire Lycurgus sends. 

Sprung from one tather, the paternal tie 

Bids him entrust them with his progenyy 

He too bad foUow'd, but their drooping sirey 

The hoary Aleos^ checks the fond desire* tSd 

In early manhood beanteoosly severe^ 

Oad in the spoils of the Maenalian ^' bear, 

Intrepid boy, Ancaeos joins the band. 

And shakes a bnttie-«x6 with nerroos hand} 

For aged Aleos, fhll of fond alarms, 

With pions artifice conceal'd his arms. 

Aogeas came, to whom the fabled hy 

Gave for a sire the' illustrious god of day* 

He rul'd in £Us with Imperial pride, 

For vast his wealtli, and his dominions wide j 260 

Mach lie desir'd to readi the Colchian shore^ 

And meet Aetes, vrho the sceptre bore* 

Two gallant sons from Hyparesius sprung, 

Astehus and Amphion, bold and young, 

Adiaian striplings^ from Pellene came, 

The city bore tliei]* grandsire Pelias* 

Its walls he rais'd beneath the' overhanging steep, 

yfime towering clifis protect the glassy deep. 

The son of Neptune by a mortal dame 

From Tasnams the swift Eophemos came* 270 

Tegea. a cicy of Ai cudin. 
'•There wtfe iwu ot ihe nam* in ihe cxpetiitiou. 

Maeoaias^a mouotaiu of Arcadia ; there was nUo a city ol 
I ibe ^ame name, 

F^Ucne, a city of Aebm. Pallene> a oiiy of Arcadia. 
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Earopa dm Aom Tityos elasmM her birO^ 

From Tityos doom'd to pangs in depths of eartb, 

Tbis beauteous ofispring she to Neptone gMe, 

Endow'd with swiftness from the kindred wave^ 

O'er rapid waters^ o'er the hoary deep 

Swift, swift as winds the steps aerial svveep, 

Nor d^'d their traces m the wat'ry vast, 

As scarcely felt the hnmid path he pass'd. 

Two other chiefs, that birth from Neptune draw. 

Gave added lustre to tlie noble crew : iW' 

Far-fam'd Miletus bold £rgums sent. 

His steps from Samos fierce Ancseus bent^ 

Far from Pardienian Imbrasas he rov'd, 

And hallowed banlLS by virgin Juno lov'd. 

Both train'd in warfim, skiUbl both to gnide^ 

The labouring vessel through tlie iuamy tide* 

From Calydon iEnides join'd the ttnrong, 

Bold Meleager darling of the song* 

To check tlie sallies of presumptuous youth^ 

To guide his paths in fortitude and truth, t90 

A father's cares with him Laocoon send. 

Mature in age, the parent and tlie friend ; 

For iEneus' sire, by roving fincy led. 

Had caird a menial female to his bed, 

Yet^ though connected by a spurious tie, 

Fondly he view'd his brother's progeny. 

To manly feats his dawning youth he train'd ; 

And longer had the* illustrious boy remain^, 

Form'd by such precepts, Ins expanded fiune 

Had reached the glories of Alcides' name. SOC 

The son of Thestias, Iphiclus, was there, 

Skill'd in the dart, and combats of the spear, 

n FreqataMby JimoberorekcrnmiifewilhJapU^^ 
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Althea's brother^ ties of kindred joined, 

And more effectual the congenial mind, 

To bid him chooM^ Huronglk danger and renown,' 

To make the youth's eventful lot his own. 

Next Palaemonins caught the generous fire, 

Oleman liemos ^ was the hero% sire. 

Reputed sire; to Vulcan birtli he ovv'd ; 
His baiting gait the genuine father show'd. 310* 
That bleinisb in Us finrm might maUce find, 
None in his actions and his godlike mind. 
From Phocis, dear to the prophetic god ^ V 
Seats where his grandson Omytns abode, 
nie youthfil! son of Naubolus appeared. 
Where tame and Jason the bri^t banners reared ; 
Bold Iphitus, whom ties of lundrad mhid 
And bands religious with the hero join'd ; 
For at his hospitable bowd| the bowl, 
And genial rites had pledged tiie mutual soul, 320 
Wben ^on's son repaired to Delphi's siuiue, 
Guide of his course, to leara the will divine ; 
* Calais and Zetes, the wing'd brothers came, 
Ofgpring of Boreas, by a mortal dame. 
Her mid her equals, as the beauteous maid, 
Erectheus' daughter, Orithyia play'd, 
The stormy god beheld with wild desire ; 
Far from her native land and weeping sire, 
Far from her lov'd Cecropia's sunny hills. 
Flowers of Uymettus, cool liyssus* rills, SSO 
The shrieking maid the tyrant lover bore. 
To Thracian wilds, where winds eternal roar, 
Where drilled snows overwhelm the distant plains. 
And vrmter scowls, and desola<»»n reigns, 

H oienns was a place In Acbasa. 

>^ Apollot on sccoani of *e orade of Delpld. 
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Where rifted roelu^ in fnghtfol ci^ ariw 

And foggy damps involve the' uiclement skies. 
Around bis bride impervious clouds he spread^ 
And misto and vapouirs were their naptial bed« 
An airy pinion ifrom each heel displayed 
0*er their light footsteps east a plumy shade^ S40 
' Sky'^tinetar^d pinions^ wondrons to bdiold^ 
Transparent plumage all bedrop'd with gold; 
And on their shoulders mantling broad behind 
Their raven tresses wantoned with the wind* 
Nor did Acastus, fill'd with youtlifnl fire^ 
Partake the feelings of liis jealous sire^ 
The sire, for Jason spreads the mortal soare^ 
The son resolves his enterprise to sliare. 
Charmed with the subjects of a fatiier's hat^ 
He loves their dangers, and pursues their &te. 350 
Last ArguSy priest of Pallas, quits the fane 
Of wisdom's goddess^ for the stormy main. 

These bold companions Jason i oasM ta fame^ 
The region caird tliem by one common name, 
The' adventurous MiNTiS ; for of M hnyas* blood. 
The chief in numbers and in prowess stood. 
Minyas, whose daughters, in illustrious line, 
Were wives and parents of a race divine. 
Nor did thy charms or progeny disgrace, 
Fair Clymene, the glories of that race* 360 
Alcimede surpassed her motlier^s charms, 
And Jason fiird her fond maternal arms. 

Now Ind their slaves prepar*d witti careful tend. 
For ease and safety of the' adventurous band. 
Whatever in sliips is boarded, for the train 
That purpose weary wanderings o'er the main. 
Then, through the streets, with calm undaunted 
In solemu order, mov'd Uie godUke race, [{lace. 
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And saqght the strand renowu'd in ftrture £une^ 
Magnesian Pagasae illustrious name. .STO 
They pass'd^ distinguish'd^ through the black ning 
crowd. 

Like stars resplendent *mid the dusky cloud. 

Emotions mingled, wonder, pity, love, 

Fill the spectators, as the heroes move. 

As the big tear stood trembling in each eye. 

One woald iudi^^nant to bis neiglibour cry, 

^ Ye Gods, what demon Pelias* heart can sway, 

And bid him cliase heroic worth away? 

Oh blindly tyrannous the lust of gain, 

That dooms to banishment this gallant train^ 380 

The prime and flower of universal Greece, 

Tbrons^h savage climes to seek the tatal fleece ! 

Yet safely may the giorions band return, 

Proud of the fleecy gold in triumph borne ! 

Hie treasure ireely let iSEetes yield. 

Or force extort it in the sanguine field ; 

Let flames devouring on his palace prey, 

While our brave Gre/ek^ porme their joyful way ! 

But no ; the prospect lowers, a dismal gloom, 

Unfruitful labours, and a wat ry tomb/ 

Meantime, the softer sex, with bands and eyes 

Upraised, implored each native of the skies, 

^ On every yoiithiui head a blessing send. 

And grant their wand'rings a propitious end V 

Each to her neighbour turning, would couiplain. 

As passion dictated the mournful strain : 

^ What sorrows sad iUdmede await I 

What sudden clouds overcast her shining fatet 

And hapless ^on — better had the gloom 

Of deatfi unconscious borne thee to the tomb, 4fiO 

^ A promontoi^ of Magnmn, wUich wiw a part of Tbc««l> . 
VOJL. I. E 
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Than childless, hopeless in thy life's decline, 
To think despairing, sach a son was mine. 
O Phryxns, why wert thou preserved to weep 
A sister whelmM beneath the stormy deep ? 
Oh that the fleece, portentous cause of woe. 
Had sunk for ever in the depths beiow, 
Nor bestial organs inauspicious found 
The force articulate of human sound* 
Hence, hence, Alcimede, thy bitter tears, 
The sorrows hence tliat aged ^son bears/ 410 
The $rst appearance of the godlike crew 
Such plaints as these from many a female drew : 
Round the domestics male and fenuile crowd. 
They gaz'd a parting look, they wept alond : 
The mother came, transfixed with son o\v s dart, 
She clasp'd her son — she stitun'd him to her heart : 
Overwhelmed with sorrows, and in life's decay, 
Sunk on his couch the wretched father lay ; 
In many a fold he wrapped his aged head, 
Existence loathing, ifrom the light he fled ; 42(^ 
And sought from ev'ry eye to veil the grief 
Too big for tears, impatient of relief. 

jEiis parent's anguish pious Jason cheered ; 
i^ope fiird his words, and on his brow appeared ; 
Around his neck while yet his parents hung, 
Hje calls for armour to th' attendant ttirong ; 
Th' attendant throng his radiant arras prepare^ 
With downcast eyes, in silence of despair. 
As first around him her white arms she threw, 
His mother clasp'd him still i the briny dew 43U 
Moisi^n'd bis cheek — ^for like a girl siie weeps. 
When to her old indulgent nurse she creeps 
Neglected, helpless, full of infant fear, 
Aw*d by a cruel stepdamels brow severe. 
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Victiiii of tynmyf she dnig9 on life 
The mark of stem reproach and endless strife^ 
Despairing, with a weight of woes oppreta'd^ 
Scarce her heart flatters in her little breast 
Tears and short sobbings burst to her reliel^ 
A solace scarce indulged by timid grief, 440 
Round that sole friend her little arms are spread. 
That aged bosom hides her little head. 
Thus, with affisction fiU'd, and soft alarips, 
Aronnd her son the mother throMrs her arms. 
And, oh what piteous sounds her griefs impart. 
Close as she strains bim to her throbbing lieart t 
* Ah wretchedi had I sought the shades below, 
When Pelias' tongue announc'd the doom of woei 
Then had my soul escap'd this deadly womid, 
Then bad my cares a long oblivion found ; 450 
. My spirit from those arms had sought the skies; 
Those darling hands had cbs'd my swimnung eyes j 
Funereal rites thy precious love had paid, 
And filial duty sooth'd my parted shade ; 
Sole tribute I conld daim from bun I lo?*d, 
Where hourly acts thy gratitude had prov'd; 
Sole testimony that remained thine own. 
All other prooft ahready bare been shown. 
I feel them here a sad delight impart ; 
They Uve^ they tiirob, they flutter at my heart 460 
My hope, my pride, by thee thy motiier claims 
Reverence and wonder from the Grecian duuies. 
Now like a menial in my palace left^ 
Weak and despis'd, of my protector reft, 
I brood o'er blessings that no more are mine, 
And waste in tears my weary life's decline. 
My hopes, my joys, were plac'd in thee alonc^ 
^ince nuptial Juno loosed my virgin aone. 
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And firat and last for thee the goddess came. 

Sovereign of pangs that give the mother's name. 470 

In one completely bless'd, I ne'er repin'd, 

That Heav'n to one a mother's cares confined ; 

My ev'ry wish you chdm'd entire and whole^ 

And left no void within a mother's soul. 

Q fatal change of unsuspected dread, 

Not ev'n in dreams foreshown ! when Phryxos fled^ 

Could prescience, from his passage o*er the wave, 

Trace the wild pangs that bid the mother rave/ 

Meantime, her female train in cadence mooni, 

Sigh as she sighs, and tear for tear return. 480 

Her son, with words of soft condoling pow'r, 

CaWd tlie distraction of the parting boor; 

* Ah why tliis heart with sad forebodings thrill ? 

Can tears and cries avert the destin'd ill? 

Grief thus indulged but aggravates the woe, 

Inevitable doom of man below* 

Dark, doubtful ilte besiege our vnretched kind ; 

Shrink not from suffVings by the gods assigned; 

Upward to^Fallas look for aid divine, 

Recal those oracles fVom Phebns' shrine, 490 

Fair and propitious. View the gallant train. 

That wait to join my wand'rings o er the main; 

Let these thy heart with confidence inspire ; 

Hence with the virgins of thy trxin retire, 

Conceal thy grief at home. Forbear to glide, 

A bird ill oraen'd, as we aeek the tide. 

The menial band shall farewel duties pay, 

And speed the vessel on her waf ry vray/ 

He ceas'd, and rushing from the door in haste. 

With grace majestic to the harbour pass'd. 500 

Thus from his &ne, where fragrant vapours play 

In curling clouds, descends the god of day. 
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Delos he seeks, or Claros lov'cl retreat, 

Or hallow'd Delphi, Uis prophetic seat ; 

Or Tiewd delighted Lycuin Xantfaiis roU*d 

Through si^acious meadows, and o'er sands of crold. 

Such Jason pasd'd along* Hie' admiring crowd 

Pursued his steps with acctamatioiis lood. 

An aeed priestess from Diana*8 shrine, 

Guardian of cities, meets Ute youth divine, 510 

Ipbias revered ; with pioos lips she pressed 

The hero's hand, and accems had addressed 

Of solemn import, but the hurried throng 

Raisb'd like a flood, and swept tiie youth along. 

In the rude conflict from each other torn 

The priestess and the youth were diverse bome, 

Stnnn'd by the shock, unaided by the train, 

Feebly she sunk, halt-leaning o'er the plain. 

Now Jason passing to the shore had trac'd 519^ 

Tlie crowded streets wit!i lofty structures grac'd : 

His comrades there, attendant on the strand^ 

In order rang'd beside their vessel stand. 

A deep attention through tlieir ranks prevailed ; 

He paus'd, he stood, and shouts his pre^^ce haifdl* 

Bnt distant novr Acastus they descried 

The city leaving, Argus at his side. 

As to tlie shore, with eager steps they press'd, 

Wonder and joy pervaded every breast ; 

And all applaud, while scornms; Pelias' wrath, 

Advent'rous virtue guides their glorious path, 530^ 

Descending to bis feet, of sable hue, 

A bull's large hide the valiant Argus threw 

0*er his broad shoulders. His companion wears 

A splendid mantle* In the web appears, 

*7 A city oi Ails Biinor, near Colophon* 
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(The gift, the labour of a sister's hand) 
How well her art the shuttle could command. 
From questions maltipUed the chief forbore^ 
And bade them join th' assembly on the shore. 
On the furrd sails, and masts^ that lay around, 639 



With courteous act, his gentle words confessed 
^She public care thi^ reign'd withui his breast. 
/All preparations^ for the waf ly way 

That ships require, or sailors can delay, 
Are now complete ; a single pause prevails, 
Till winds propitious fill the swelling sails. 
One course,my friends, and common toils we know. 
May guardian gods a joint return bestow 1 
Elect a chief, this object ta secure, 
And be the choice from selfish motives pure. 5iU 
Let him, who boasts sop^or worUi, preside. 
And peace or war with steady conikcUs guidtf.^ 
He ceas'd^-instinctive all, without debate, 
Gasfd on the centre, where Alcides sate. 
As with one tongue, unanimous the band 
Invest that hero with supreme command. 
In vain— for firom his seat the godlike man 
His right hand wav'd, and to tlie crowd began r 

^ IjBt none adorn me with a leader's name, 
I vdll not trench upon another's fiune: 560 
Glorious it is to lead such gallant throngs; 
I see to whom that honoured task belongs. 
The palm another has deserved to bear, 
I wiU not wear it, nor shall rivals wear. 
The man whose smnmons cidls as to the main, 
Is justly chief of this advenfrous train.* 

^ JiMi. >f AeaslQsdMl Aifst. 
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Thus he, with innate nobli ness of mind, 
And geii'rous piide, Uic protiier'd rank declin'd^ 
Peab of applanse tii' assentuig crowd bestows^ 
Again, with heart eiato, bold Jason rose. 570 
In gracefnl act, a^ be the ciuwd addre^'d, 
Soy flush'd his cheek, and br^ten^d on his crest 

* O may my conduct justify the choice, 
That gives this honour d trust by pubhc voice* 
My first conmiand-^no more debiy— prepare : 
liCt pious rites of sacrifice and prayY 
The god of day propitiate: then provide 
A plentectas bs^hqaet near the vessel's side. 
The care on me devolves to find the beast. 
Worthy to bleed for sacrifice and feast. A80 
But while my servrattf,^ liiat the stalb attend, 
Selected from the herds the fairest send, 
Lanncfa vre the ship^ embark the warlike stores, 
And mark by lot the stations at our oars. 
Then raise an altar near tiie foamy tides, 
To him that o'er th* embarking; train presides ; 
Who yields to mariners his timely aid, 
To whom the vows on winding shores are paid* 
Safe on her coarse our vessel he shall send, 
Guide witli his counsels, and from stofms defend ; 
And won by prayers, to happy issue bring b9t 
Cfwt dangerous conflict with the Colchian king/ 

He spake, and to tlf appointed labour flew, 
. And all th' example of their chief pursue, 
lliey rose, and cast their garments in a heap, 
On a broad i ock unraoisten^d by the deep, 
Save when the tempests, that in winter rave, 
O'er the dark snmmits dash'd the briny vme* 

30 Pkebiu EmbasHti, to calted from a Oresk word iliat 
•IgaiAei to smlwrk* 
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As Argus bids^ with force coojoin'd tbey urge 
The groaning; vessel to the swelling surge j 600 
Wall twiHted ropes aiound her side they pass'd^ 
Where pins of iron held the timbers fast. 
The straining b;u*k in her descent to guide. 
And keep her steady in the rolling tide. 
Then, deep and spacious^ opening (torn the land, 
iic^bre the ship tliey dig away the sand. 
Far as the bark lay distant on the shore. 
And near the main it deepenVl more and more 
Witli gradual slope, and in the trench they laid 
Ronnd polished rollers, the descent to aid. 610 
Supported thus the ship inclining stood, 
Bispos'd with sliding march to gain the flood. 
Tied to the banks, th' inverted oars they place. 
Projecting o'er the ship a cnbit's space. 
Marshal'd between alternate stood the band. 
Prepared with force conjoin'd of breast and haiMU 
Within the vessel stationed to direct 
Combined in time^ and powerinl in effect. 
Their joint exertions, Tiphys sate on high, 
And gave the signal witli commanding cry. . €20 
All to the task with force incumbent close, 
Th' incumbent force the yielding vessel knows* 
As each with feet infixed, and laboring breast, 
His weight applied, and on the vessel pressed. 
She quits her bedded seat, and moves ah>ng. 
To siiuuis symphonious of the rushing throng. 
The vast slow^liding mass the rollers feel. 

And loudly creak beneath the ponderous keel. 
The dust in stable volumes rose around. 
As tramphug footsteps shook the solrd groond. 630 
When now the vessel, witli augmenting force, 
Had rea( it d tiie sea, they chc^ckd her headlong 
couii^e, 
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With backward effort. Then, their oars they brac'd^ 
And each suspended m itA statiou placed. 
With masts and stores the vessel they snpply^ 
And canvass destined soon to flout the htvciy sky. 

Now bad tiieir active diligence on baaril 
All doe provtsion for a vojrage stor'd^ 
When perfect readiness confess'd their cares, 
Th' impartial lot the rowers plac'd in pairs* 640 
Bat great Alcides^ without lot, possess^ 
A chosen seat distin^uiihN! rVuiu the rest. - 
Him to the centmi phice the heroes call, 
With strong AnOaaus, sent from Tegca's walL 
A kindred impulse in the central mind 
To Tipbys* hand the guiduig behn assigned* 

Now for an altar tliey collect the stone 
Worn by the billows, and with moss o'ergrown, 
A stmctare rade was soon to Phebus rear^d^ 
Guardian of mariners, on shores revered. 650' 
Tbeir arid bouglis the neighboring olives lend| 
To bid the pyre of sacrifice ascend. 
From Jason's stalls the herdsmen now arrive > 
Two chosen steers for sacrifice they drive: 
These the more youthfbl of the gallant crew, 
Kehictant, bellovvin«^^j towmd the allar drewj 
Others tlie bowl and salted cakes prepare ^ 
To guardian Phebos, Jason breath'd the pray'r* 
* Hear me, bright sovereign of dinrnal flame, 
f rom Pagasse, and walls that bear the name 660 
Of my lov'd sire, thy promised aid impart^ 
Thy sacred oi*acles sustain my heart, 
Assnr'd, in perils, of a guide and friend, 
Asiofd^ in wanderings^ of a glorious endr 

JCsoaif I a city of Magnctiai in oaltod after JEjton^ 
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O thou, whose influence, with prophetic force, 
Supreme impels us in this untried course ; 
Fulfil thy wordy and o'er tbat course prtside^ 
My lov^d companions and tiieir vessel gnide ; 
In Coldios let them win the precious fleece; 
Then safe retnni them to the shores of Greece. 
For ev'ry youth that gains his native land^ 67 f 
A sacred steer shall at thine altar stand. 
In Delphi shall my votive gifts remain ; 
My gifts in Delos grace thine honour'd fane. 
This for tlie future. Now, propitious pow'r, 
Iteceive these offerings of the parting honr. 
Ere from the shore they loose the stately bark, 
These youthful heroes with tiiy fiivour mark. 
Let prosperous omens, at thy word, prevail, 
And winds propitious fill the spreading sail.' 680' 
. These pious prayers and adorations pass'd, 
The salted meal was on the victims cast, 
The toilsome part of sacrificial rite, 
A task that needs superior nerves and might, 
Was proud Ancseas* and Alcides' care ; 
With garb succinct they for the work prepare. 
His ponderous dub Alddes wields ; the bloW| 
Aim'd at the forehead, laid the victim low," 
CoUaps'd and motionless upon the sand, 
He shows the prowess of that matchless hand. 690^ 
To thee, Ancseus, his companion bends ; 
A bnuen ax upon his Heck descends. 
Through the strong tendons pass'd the gory wound ^ 
fiOs horns, in falling, plough the solid ground. 
The* attendants slay the beasts, and atrip the hMtft^i 
The limbs they sever, and the flesh divide ; 
The thighs, allotted to the heav'nly race. 
Involve in fitt, and on the altar place* 
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They light the hallow'd flame ; aloft it tow'rs ; 
The sou ot i£son the Utmtion pours, 700 
Sweet-raielliDg stmm, unnih^d and spaiklmg irioe. 
Propitious omen from the pow'rs divine. 
The prophet Idmon &ee» the blaze ascead^ 
And wraathmg smoke its purple volomet bend. 
The destinies came n]shin<r o'er his thonght| 
Ajid thus he uttered what Apollo taught : 

^ Ejtnlt, uiy gaUaiit friend»| the fiites oidiAi 
A safe return^ from wanderings o'er the maiii* 
Exnltiiig shadl ye bear the goldeo fleeee^ 
Eniltiiig trted the happy plafam of Greece. 710 
Bat 'tis decreed, you must your paths explore 
Hirongh toils annuraber'd ere yoo gahn tfattt shore : 
[ And dangers multij^lied, by doom of fate, 
And equal laboui-s your return await* 
Severer lot to me my fiites assign, 

Untimely death on Asia's plain is mine. 
No sudden auguries this warning send^ 
£jong have I leaned to contemplate my end. 
But, be it SO} I hail the' illustrious doom, 719 
And welcome glory with the* untimely tomb.' 

He oeasTd* Astonisbmeiit tte hearers fill'd ; 
And mingled joy and grief their bosoms thriU'd: 
While noble Idmon's early late they mourn, 
inth joy Ihey feel the prom&'d safe letuni. 
ffis noontide station when the sun had pass'd, 
I And the tall rocks a lengthened shadow cast, 
: Along the sands, beside the hoary deep 
I Abundant leaves, a silvan couch, they heap. 
)t There, while from toil the godlike band repose, 
[ ITie viands are prepar'd, the goblet flows ; 7Blf 
\ The copious jars of generous wine abound, 
' And sport, and laugh, and gagr disconfte go round. 
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Wliile youth and healtb expand Die gladden'd hearty 
The graceful trifling food and wine impart^ 
Careless effiuions of the soul elate, 
Fi om bitter taunt removed, and loud debate* 
But Jason shar'd not in tiie general mirth, 
Gloom seia d bis brow at deep reflection's birtb. 

Much he revolved the perils of the 'Aay, 

The doubtful wand'rings that before biin lay* 740 

Htm Idas, marking, loudly tbos assails : 

* What coiinsel, Jason, in thy mind prevails? 

Why from tiiy friends the laboring purpose bide i 

Does cbilliog fear witbin tby bi^east abide i 

An impulse vile that womankind controls^ 

Or worse than women, men with female souls* 

I swear to tbee, on this impetnoin spear, 

By which renown in iields of blood I bear, 

Source of my fiune, as object of my love. 

More sure protection than the pow'r of Jove, 75(F 

No fatal daugers shall impede thy course. 

No labours prove superior to tby force ; 

Though godhead43hould attempt thine aims to fuil^ 

Since Idas joins thee from Arene's soil.' 

He spake ^ and eager with both bands sustaiifd 

A mighty bawl, and to the bottom drain d. 
Those boastive lips were drench'd in liquid gold. 
O'er his brown cheeks the foaming liquor roU'd* 
A burst of anger murmured tluough the host, 
An J Idmon^^ thus reprov'dbis impious boaat; 760 
^ How canst thou barbour such irreverent thought. 
With sure destruction to the thmker fraught i 

3* 'file prophet Idmon Is introduceci with f)ecuU;ir propriety, 
«ft reproving Ois iinpiout boasi of Uie loleinperate and fM^hPhMH 
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VVhat^re suggestions fhy rash tongue impel? 
Do fumes of wine within tby bosom swell? 
In danger words of confidence we love, 
But sounds of blasphemy abhorrence move. 
Nor hope nor comfort can the tongue supply, 
Tiiat wakes a fear of vengeance from on high. 
Tiius^ vain of strength that heav'n itself had giv'n. 
The Titans, impioos brood, disparaged Heav^ : 770 
With mighty Jove equality they claimed ; 
But vengeful i^bafis tlieir wild presumption tam'd : 
Latona's clnldreh wing'd the flying wonnd ; 
The boasters sunk extended on the ground.' 

From Idas deafning shouts of laughter broke ; 
With scomfhl act ind tannting words he spoke : 
^ Come on, and by your auguries declare^ 
What late the deities for me prepare ; 
Say, does your boasted sire reserve Ibr me 
The doom that reacii d the Titan progeny i 780 
Or rather think, how his prophetic skill 
May save a coward from impending ill. 
Lest, liar prov'd^ the chastisement he bear, 
That waits imposture from my piercing spear.' 

As thus he loudly rav'd in brawling tone, 
More and more fierce had their contention grown } 
Bat their companions join*d reproach and threat^ 
And Jason rose to calm the' intemperate heat. 
Then Orpheus tun*d the lyre, and tried the song, 
Stmins worthy Heav'n^ to calm the* infuriate 
throng, 790 
He^^ sung how ^ earth, and ocean, and the sky^ 
Discordant onion of deformity, 

33 Apollo. 

i4 He sung. — Silitw Kaliens his imitaterl thU passage in hi» 
Uth Book, where be Tepresenia Tentbrn;) singitii; and playing 

m 
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Were mix'd in cfaaos^ ere the pow'r dime 

Bade beauteous order from confusion shine; 

Bade the bright orb bis stated jouroeys knowy 

And monntains rise^ and sounding rivers flow. 

Then beauteous nymphs alon<? tiie margins rov^d^ 

And living creatures through creation mov'd. 

Opbion next, and his fair bride he sung^ 

Euryuom^, from lioary Ocean sprung; 800 

On cold Olymptts*^^ snowy top tbey dwell. 

Awhile the middle air their sceptre felt : 

But soon Ophion yields to Saturn's arms^ 
• e e * « e 

Hurl'd from their throne^ departed pow'r to weep, 

They find a I'efuge in the parent deep. 

Their conqnerors with mle nnqnestion'd sway'd. 

And gods and Titans their behests obey'd: 

While Ida's caves the future Jove conceal'd^ 

An infant yet, nor to himself reveal'd ; 810 

Ere perfect godhead in bis bosom wrought, 

Or boundless sway burst glorious on bis thou^t j 

Ere earth-born Cyclops arm'd bis hand of ire. 

With rattling thunders, and with forky fire.* 

The voice and lyre badceas'd yet still tbe band 
With beads inciin'd^ in mnte attention stand* 

on the lyre ; the tnng ^ Jopu also in Virgil it iOmewhat tlml* 

lir to Ibis uf Orpheus. 

3S MUton— 'Birthright seii^d 

By jronofpr Saturn, he from inislbtler Jovs 
Hit own sod Rliea^ mm like meunre loeod^ 
&» Jove mnrfiliig reianM : ibeie flnt iu Crete 

Firom Ids known, thenoe on the snowy top 

Of cold Olyuapua rul'd the middle air. 

3^ Mdtan hw Imitated thin panage: 
The angel «rnded» and in Adam's ear 
So charming left Ills voice, thil beawUle 
Itioi^t Idm mil speaUng » stttl stood Avd to hear^ d^c. 
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A sacred silence! e'en to breathe they fear; 
The sounds barinonioas vibrate oa the ear; 
Delicioos stiliiiess^ inward calm they find 
Soothe every pulse, and soften every muid. 
Of sleep admonislf d by the iaUing mgbt. 
They mix libations, as a parting rite, 
To Maia's son^^ the tongues selected blase ; 
la wine tbey quench them as the flame decays. 

With radiant eyes the glorious dawn advane'd. 
And o er the crags of lofty Peiion glanc*d« 
In the smooth swell propitious breeses lave 
Their sportive wings, and gently curl the wave* 
Then Tiphys rousing calls along the shores^ 
'Embark, my gallant Mends, and man your 

oars.' 83Q 
Lend as he calls the winding shores resound^ 
The gulf of Pagasse rebellows round : 
But speech portentous soon impelled the crowd. 
The vessel spoke with human voice endovr'd ) 
For Pallas Imd enclosed witfiin its frame 
The vocal wood^^ that from Dodona came# 
The heroes spring on board, and crowding fin4 
The stations at their oars by lot assigned ; 
Train'd to the task they lay their anus aside. 
And all prepare to sweep the sounding tide. 840 



^ It was the custom amoeg tfie ancientSj when Ibey were 
sboat CO redre to ren, to affar up die tongpies of ibe vkdmSf 
ud poar whie Dpon them. This was aalursl-— Mercery was 

Ibe god of fipeech, and when sleep canie to seal the iips in si- 
lence, it Was proper to sacrifice to that god the organ of 
*pei^^ch. The Greek Scholiast says the castom took rise among 
Uie M^agrenslans, and gives a iong accouai of its origin. 

^ The oakt In the wood of Dodona were gifted widi the 
power of speecby aad oltcred oradcs. 
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Ancaeus occupied the central post, 

Alcide$ near bim^ ia himself an host. 

The dread of monsters, and misfortune's aid. 

His mighty chib wa^ near the hero laid. 

The laboring keti confessed tiie godlike freigiit, 

Anddeeperplung'd^and groaned beneath his weight. 

Tlic cables now within the ship they drew. 

And o'er the waves their last libations threw. 

The shores retire in mist, the hills recede, 

Then o*er his native roof, and parent mead, 850 

An eager parting look as Jason gave^ 

He sweird the breeze with sighs, with tears he 

swell'd the wave. 
The nervons rowers, like some youthful chotr. 
That dance in cadence round Uie mystic fire, 
(In Delphi, and Ortygia the divine, 
And where thy silver streams^ Ismenus^% shine, 
Tlieir nimble feet, in cadence to the sonnd 
Of lyre and voices, lightly beat tlie ground :) 
While Orpheus through the vocal strings explores 
The soul of music, ply the' harmonious oars. 660 
At every stroke in foam the brine arose ; 
The hoarse wave murmurs as the vessel goes. 
A 8^ rising on their oars, the vigorous throng 
Plough the dark waves, the vessel shoots along. 
Their polished arms repel the dazzhng beam, 
And o'er the watQrs dart a fiery gleam. 
Behind tlie ship a hoary track succeeds. 
As pathways whiten through the verdant meads. 
That signal day, from all the' abodes on higli, 
The bless'd immortals cast a wond'ring eye ; ft70 
And saw the vessel, witli her godlike crew, 
Through paths untried the glorious course pursue. 

^9 IsmesiWy t river of Bciotia,* 
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On Pelion's heights, and every summit, stood 
The'assemblediiymphsof moQDtatD.dale^andwtiod. 

They gaz d entranc d , ainazeraent and delight 
Possessed their souls at the stupendous sight. 
The fabric of itonian^'' Pailas' hand 
Mo?'d o'er the deep, by that heroic baud. 
And he whom Philiira to Saturn bore, 879 
From steepy momrtaitis geeks the somding shore* 
Where the white breakers o'er the pebbles rave. 
Amid the foam advancing tlirough the wave, 
With hands npnds'd, he hatl^ the parting train,- 
* Safe may ye sail, and ^afe your homes regain** 
Near him tiis consort Chariclo appears, 
Itie yonng AebiUes in her arms she b^ars, 
And holds him forward, as the vessel tiies, 
With one last look, to glad a father's eyes* 

And now, the winding shores and harbours pass'd, 
They boldly iauncli into the wat'ry vast Q90 
The pradent Tiphysi o'er tlieir coorse presides ; 
The polish'd helm with skilful hand he guides. 
Now, in its station the tall mast they plac'd. 
On either iiand with welUsfarainM cordage braced ; 
While, to the topmast as they raise the sail, 
The breezes whistling through the shrouds prevail. 
White floating on the wind Ae canvass fleW ; 
The slirouds through pullies to the deck they drew. 
Now, smoothly gliding o'er the liquid plaiii,. 
Tisasan cliflb they pass, and Dtan's &ne. 900' 

40 So called, from a temple of corresponding names at 
Coronea, in Bojolia. 

4< The cSDtaar Chiron » to ivhom the education of AchiUe» 
entmsted. 

4^ Tiisenm wad a liroijuoutory of Tbe«»aly. 
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In measvr'ti descant Orpheus touch'd the wiresy 

To strain melodious, that the place iiispues« 
Tbee^ tutelary maid^ the poet sang. 
Thee, Attemis^ from Jove eternal sprung. 
^ Benign, to guide the vessel on her way^ 
Marine lolehos owns thy radiant sway.' 
The lish, enamoured of the strains di^ne, , 
Rose from the depths, exulting on the brine^ 
Of various farm and size^ the finny droves 
Obedient follow, where the vessel moves. 910 
As flocks unnumber'd, when the shepherd .leads. 
Satiate with food, forsake the dewy meads. 
He steps before them till their cotes they gain. 
His shrilly pipe resounds an artless strain 
Of rustic sweetness : with resistless charm,* 
Thy music, Orpheus, led tlie scaly swarm. 

Loud and propitious sang the risiug wind; 
Dark sinks Pelasgia*s fertile shore behind. 
Now rushing onward in their rapid flighty 
They pass the steeps of PeUon's rocky height; 92a 
And Sepias at whose foot the billows rave. 
Steals from the prospect, mingling with tlie wave* 
By sea-girt Sciatlms theii* course they steer } 
In view remote Piresia's towers appear^ 
Magnesia, rising o'er tlie beacii serene. 
The tomb of Doiops^ and tlie sheltered scene. 

Now ev^g came^and adverse winds vrith eve. 
The troubled deep the toil-worn sailors leave* 
Admonished by the piace, and evening's gloom. 
They paid due honours at the hero's tomb 9S0 

43 A pronmitoiy Desr IglchM» 

44 An bland nenr Eubosi. 
4^ At iht imxb q£ IHiiom. 
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Sncb vows were ofier^d^ $acli Ubatiom ahed/ 

Sach victims slain, as suit the parted dead. 

Hie mauiiting biUows with the tempest roar; 

IVo days they shunned its fury on the riiore ; 

On the third mom^ they push the ship from land^ 

And to the breeze their ample sails eiipaiML 

And still the name of Aphets prevails 

To mark the place where Argo spread her sails. 

Now in their course tfiey Melihcea passed 

A rocky shore^ vex'd by the raging blast 940 

At dawn of day, in prospect near they sweep^ 



Ere long the looutli of Arayrus to gain, 
That blends bis crystal waters with the niain# 
Now full ia view of deep ravines they glide, 
And steepy rocks, tliat break the swelling tide| 
Indented deep, where clouds on Ossa lowY, 
And clotb'd in woods Olympian sammits towV« 
Borne by the winds all nighty their course they 
bend 

Where sloping wide Pallene's sides descend ; 950 

By Canastrse urn's cliff they wing their way. 
And now^ conspicuous with the dawning ray^ 
His stately head the mighty Atbos shows, 
iiiublimely towering o'er the Thracian snows* 
^nch space, as vessels weU eqnip'd may run 
Twixt rising mom and the meridian snn^ 
To Vuican*s isle from Athos lies outspread* 
Yet such the lieight of his majestic liead, 

4S From a Greek word, ApbifttiL 

47 A city of Thessaly. 

4S A moumaiti of THe*»aly. 

49 A promMtoiy of Macedonia. 
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O'er Lepinos the ^gantic shadow falls^ 

And caste a gloam within Myrine*8 walk. 960 

Through the long day, till shades of ev'ning fell. 
The winds blow fresh the' expanded sails toaweU. 
The dying bfeeae with sinking d;^y light fiiils^ 
Then loosely flutt'ring hnng their idle sails ; 
With energy renewed they ply their oars^ 
And soon'^y gain the roeky Lenmian shares. 

Rough as the rocks^ relentless as the flood, 
The gmlty natives drenched the soil in blood. 
Nor yet unpunished. Scarcely had the sun 
One annual journey through tiie zodiac run, 970 
Since jealous rage had acm'd the female band, 
Andcrush'd the males beneath their murd'rous hand. 
Despis'd, r€j}ected, from their homes expelled. 
The place of loTe.desire of vengeance held. 

For when their husbands had from war returned. 
Their savage breasts with flme ilUcit bum'd : 
The captive fair the captors had enchain'd; 
(Nor prudence warned, nor decency restrained.) 
From ravaged Thrace they came, mth weeping 
charms, * 

Ah, soon to perish in their lover's arms ! 980 

Her name dishonoured, and her rites withheld^ 

Indignant Tenas to the deed impelled. 

O wretched women, blind witli jealous rage t 

Agauist your husbands deadly war ye wage. 

Nor husbands only, all the sex must bleed ; 

Lest the survivors should avenge the deed« 

The young Hypsipile alone confessed 

The voice of nature pleading in her brea;st j 

Amid the bloody deeds of frantic ire, 

With pious care she sav*d her hoary sire, 990 

A city of Lemnos. 
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Thoas, who long the LenmiaD sceptre bore. , 

Conceal she sends him froni the g,uUiy shore. 
His aged limbs within a cotfer laid. 
With art ahe hid him, and with art eoBvey'd 
If haply he might scape. jEnea's strand 
Yields him a refuge from tiie cruel baud. 
The vine-clad islmd bore that aneient name ^% 
From fisher tribes its modem title came. 
For when Sicinus the possession gain'd, 
Its owner's name the subject soil retained. 1000 
Birth to the naiad nymph Sicinus ow d, 
And tbrongh his veins the blood of Thoas flow'd. 
To feed their flocks, the brazen arms to wield. 
To tame witii ploughshares the reluctant field, 
For such pursuito the Amassonian ftir 
Desert the subjects of their former care, 
And scorn the works that Pallas taught of pld^ 
To wing the shuttle, or the distaff bald. 1008 
Yet still, witli anxious gloom and throbbing heart. 
O'er the broad main a watchful glance they dart. 
AlarmHl^ they see tbe' approaching sail appear, 
And think the Thracians arm*d for vengeance near. 
They rush in armour from. Myhne's walls, 
And erowd the strand where seeming danger caHs. 
With frantic rage and terror fiU'd tliey go, 
Like baccl^uials, to meet the' imagin'd foe. 
Hypsipile assumed her father's arms, 
And led the van, terrific in her charms. 
But none resource or energy possess'd ; 1019 
Fear chaii^'d the tongue, and palsy^d every breast. 
While these on shore some dread event attend, 
The chiefii front sea their peaceful envoys send. 

m 

rroiii tbe Greek wosd Oinos> ygnif^ing wiae. 
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Etbalides the herald^ bwift of pace, 
J&less'd by his father with perwasive grace. 
Selected organ of their joint desire, 
Bears the caduceus of his heav'nly sire 
Strange powers to him that sire indulgent gave, 
Superior rising o'er the' unconscious grave. 
Wondrous exemption from the common doom 
Of parted spirits, in the Stygian gloom, 1030 
Wlien first he sought the' irremeable bounds 
To reach the seats that Acheron surrounds. 
Oblivions death rever'd the parted shade. 
That half despised, and half his stroke obey'd. 
By stated compact, half resigned to night, 
And half releas'd, retoming to the light. 
But wherefore through the fabled legends run 
That aneient bards relate of Hermes* son i 
With sootlung speech the Lemnian queen he drew. 
To grant a landing to the warlike crew. 1040 
Tliey leave their vessel at the' approach of night. 
Nor loose their cables witli returning light. 
For loud and adverse howN the northern blast; 
. Meantime, the Lemnian dames to council haste. 
Such was tlie purport of their queen*s command. 
And through the city crowd the' observant band. 
Frequent and full they sate. Hieirsov'reign rose ; 
And from her lips this exhortation flows: 

^ Friends, let us with a bounteous hand assign 
Copious provisions, and heart-chearing wine, 1050 
Gifts, that the sea-worn mariner desires, 
To bend these strangers to what need requires* 
Their quick departure, where their voyage caBa ; 
At least their stay witliout the city walla. 

*3 Mcrwiry. S4 Hyptlplli. 
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Le84:liere9 with scmtrnizing search, tbey know 
Oiju* tale of goUty of weakness, and of woe. 
Dire was our act ; and they through ev'ry clime 
May wafL the story of oor monstroos crimes 
nien, wfaocanteH whathostile thouglits may 1>reed 
Within their nrinds, from knowledge of the deed? 
Ye hear my thoughts. If any can reveal 1061 
Coonsels more suited to the common weal^ 
We give tiiem audience with attentive ear^ 
For 'lis the scope of onr assemblage here.' 
She ceas'd, and to the marble throne retir'd, 
Seat of lier sire. With eloquence inspir'di 
Her mnrse Polyxo rose^ an l^;ed form, 
With wrinkles cbarg'd^ aiid bianch'd with many a 
storm* 

Her limbs decrepit fiiU'd beneath her weight, 

A faitlifulstaffsupports their trembling freight. lOYO 
. Two blooming vii^ns at her side attend, 
By loTe and Venus never taught to bend ; 
Fierce in the pride of youth, and wildly feir. 
In graceful ringlets wav'd their golden hair. 
Time with Ins weaty yoke her shonlders bow'd} 
She pcarcely rearM her head amid the crowd. 
And thus she spake 

* Yes, as oor queen commands. 
Send we donations to the stranger bands ; * 
Tiie better course. And now, my friends, decide 
WbatfiraresolresyonrfotnrelivcsshaUguide. 1080 
Should fierce invasion burst from hostile Thrace, 
Or other foes among tlie manly race, 
(For many an inroad we may justly fear) 
Ev'n now we find a sudden force is here. 
Sayi sbonld the gods avert the present doom. 
What wars and snflfrings threat the years to come!' 
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The semor« soon shall quit this mortal stage ; 
The young desponding sink to childless age. 
How shall ye, then, maintain the. martial strife? 
Or how, ye wretches, find the means of life? 1090 
SbaU the alow ox spontaneous till the soil. 
Assume the yoke, and in the furrow toilif . 
Or when your fields the golden ears display. 
Shall oxen reap, and to the harns convey i 
For me, though fates forbear to cut my thread. 
And shrink abhorrent from this hoary head, 
Yet, in the next revolving year, I trust 
These linibs shall mingle with tlieir kindred dust ; 
There J. sb^ll sleep, interred by pious hands, 
And 'scape the perils that await these lands. 1100 
But much I feel for those of greener age ; 
The present crisis should their thoughts engage* 
Neglect it not Improved by timely skill, 
It brings you refuge from impending ill. 
These strangers in your cause with gifts combine i 
And houses grant, and settlesneiits assign/ 

She ceas'd ; her sentence from the' assembly drava 
Tumultuous bursts, and murmurs of aj^lause. 
Midst the confusion, with a placid mien - 
And graceful action, rose the youthful queen. 1110 
/ If such a wish pervades the geaer^mind ; 
Our envoy soon tlie strange^ bmd ipay find/ 
She spake ; fuwjl turning to tlie' attendant maid, 
That near her stood, ^ Iphmoe haste, (she said) 
Where the tall vessel on the billow tides, 
The chieftain seek, that o'er the band presides^ 
For this abode let liun exchange the m^mi 

And hear my voice the general wish explain. 
And let liis band, if peacefiil minds th^ bear, : 
par fusions enter, and partake our cheerV llfO 
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Tlie assembly then di&nusB'd, lier home sbe Aoag^t. 
Ipbiuoe hastedi as the mandate taught, 
And soon the M inyae greets. The band explore^ 
What motive urg'd her to the sea-beat shore. 
Prompt Ab replied. ^ A princess young and fiw> 
Daughter of Thoas^ bids me thus repair, 
Eager to speak the wishes of the land, 
Throogh me she greets the leader of this band ; 
Aud calls the train, it' peaceful minds Uiey bear, 
To seek our mansion, and partake our cheer.' IISO 
She ceased ; a message in such sootliing words^ 
With every bosom of the throng accords. 
They deem*d, that Thoas, to his fathers gone, 
Had left this heiress of a peaceful throne, 
Child of his age. Of all suspicion, clear, 
The crimes of JLpmnos had pot readied their ean 
They bid their chief obey the welcome call, 
Prcpar d themselves to seek Myrine*s wall* 
The chief a mantle p'er his shotUders cast ; 

A clasp retain'd the purple texture fast. 1140 
The clasp and web Itonian Pallas gave, 
Work of her hands, and worthy of the bmve. 
When Argo's keel she formed, to cleave the brine; 
And shaped her timbers with the rule and line. 
Of scarlet die, more dazzling to behoM 
Than orient suns, that dawn in ruddy gold, 
The central red, a purple border graced,. 
Where skill divine had many a figure tvac*d» 
Bent o'er the' immortal task the Cyclops stand, 
And forge the bolts, that arm the tbunderer^s 
hand« 1150 
Beneath their toil the* almighty weapon grcw^ 
Ev'n now, it Hghten'd with efihlgence blue. 

* 
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Imperfect yet the work of heavenly ire| 
One fork it wanted of devouring fire* 
They rais'd their hands, the glowing mass they ply'd^ 
And flaming sparkles flashed on ev'ry side ; 
AmplHon there, and Zetbos, wfaoBiy of yore^ 
Antiope h^ide Asopns " bore, 
Were bolh^ponrtray'd ; and Thebes without a waH^ 
Ere stones assembled, at the poet's call. 1160 
The walls nprear'd by toil fraternal grow. 
Hoge rocky fragments from the momitain's brow 
The ruder Zethus on his shoulder bears ; 
The nervous youth in toiling act appears. 
A double portion mild Ampfaion brought ; 
But not by force the mighty work he wrought. 
His golden lyre and melting voice combine; 
The rocks obedient feel Uie sounds divine. 
With floating tresses there was beauty's queen. 
And in her hand the shield of Mars was seen ; 1170 
From her left sboolder wav*d the flowing ves^ 
And showed lier iv'ry arm and snowy breast, 
While the bri^t buckler, that the goddess held^ 
A iaithfiil image of her charms repelPd. 
There were deep pasture's graz'd by many a drove. 
And hostile bands for the possession strove. 
From Teleboan Taphians men of spoil, 
Alectryon*s sons embattled guard the soiL 
These would defend^ and those obtain the prise^ 
And streaming blood the field of combat diet. 1180 
Superior numbers quell'd the rustic band. 
And swept the plunder of the ravaged land* 

A rbrerjof ^Qreecc 5« AiDphlon. 

>7 Taplios^tNwofihe iflandiCtlledEcbiotdei; ibe tuba bit AiaU 
^Hre a race <if pirates. 
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Two chariots there contended o'er the plains, 

And Pelaps guides the first^ and sliakes the reius j 

Hippodamia by his side was ptac^d. 

And Myrtilus with eager fury chas'd : 

Id act to strike^ the spear i^nomans lield, 

And now in thongfat, through Pelop's back impeird. 

The axle crashes, faithless to its trust, 

And leaves their vengeance prostrate in the dostf 

There Phebns, yet a stripling, rose to view, 1 1 91 

'Gainst inipions Tityos, as the bow he drew, 

A monster, nourishkl by the fruitful earth. 

From Jove and Elar^ be took his birth, 

Matur'd in bulk within her deepest cave, 

A second birth, with pangs immense, she gave, 

His fiirioQs hands were on Latona laid, 

But soon her offspring lent his timely aid. 

The goddess by her radiant locks he drew, 

Tlie bow resounded, the sharp arrow flew* 1200 

lolchian Phryxus seera'd to breathe, to hear 

The vMce portentous, vrith astonisb'd ear. 

And there the ram, pourtray^l with equal skill, * 

Tn act of speaking seem'd, and vocal still* 

Nature so true, deception so complete, 

The gazer's eye could scarce detect the cheat. 

^He listens, with attention most profound. 

And waits and waits^ to catch the flying sound. 

Such Pallas' gift. A lance the hero shook ; 

Pois*d by his strength, no narrow range it took. 1 210 

From lofty Maenalns, that mountain hoar, 

A pledge of friendship ; he the weapon bore. 

From Atalanta. Rural scenes among, 

The chief she met ; and sought to join his throng f 

But he forbade j lest beauty's magic sway - 

O'ef youthful minds ahould wake intestine fray* 
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Now Jason seeks tbe city, beaming briglit 
As that resplendent star that 4arts his light, 
At close of day, the messenger of love. 
With throbbing breast the vit^giu sees him wove, 
Bless'd harbinger of Hymen's nuptial blaie^ ItSl 
To gild the bridal roof with festive rays. 
Like her own blushes sweet she sees him rise^ 
Witfi happiest auguries to glad her eyes. 
To tell her that Uie youth shall soon appear^ 
Hope of Iter heart, yet object of her fear, 
Whom stern necessity too long detains, 
Indi|:[nant of delay, on distant plains, 
Lord of her wishes, for whose longing arms 
Parental care reserves her virgin diarnif. JISSO 
Thus Jason mov'd, like a celestial light, 
To joyful crowds so welcome, and so bright* 
Tumultuous at the city gates they throng, 
Witli downcast eyes the hero moves.along. 
Eager delight among the crowd prevaird. 

And cries of joy the graceful stranger liail'd. 
He reached the palace of the royal maid 
The folding gates the' attendants wide display'd. 
Tiie gates with skill the builder bad disposed ^ 
And polish'd bolts the pervious passage dos'd. 1240 
Swift through the porch her guest Iphinoje led. 
And plac'd him where a splendid couch was spread. 
Full op(>osite was set the youthful queen. 
Her glowing cheeks, and her disorder!d mien, 
Betrayed the* emotions of her throbbing breast. 
With soothing speech the stranger slie addressed. 

' Say, stranger, to this shore what motive esUt? ' 
Why would ye linger thus without qui walls? 
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And now they plough the fertile lands of Thrace. 
Attend^ atid hear my faithful tongue disclose, 
Without disguise, the story of our woes. 
My sire was llioas. When he nil'd this land, 
The I/emnians muster'd an invading band. 
In ships to Thrace they cross'd the sounding main, 
Deapoird die dwellings, and laid waste the plaui. 
Returning home, more priz'd than all the spoil, 
They bore the maidens of the ravagVl soil. 1260 
Foe to this land, <the qoeen of soft alaniis 
Inspired a purpose fraught with deadly harms, 
llieir youthful wives the madding train beheld ' 
Witii mortal hate, and from their homes expell'd. 
Their place the captives of the spear obtained i 
Such ihU dominion had their frenzy gained. 
Long time we sSent mourned, and hop'd to prove 
Returning reason, and reviving love. 
In vain we hop'd. Our patience from the throng 
Drew add^d insults, and redoubled wrong. 1270 
The lawful offspring was belov'd no more ; 
Tiie bastard drove him from his father's door. 
The widowed wife, and unprotected maid, 
Implor'd the husband's and the father*s aid } 
Implored in vam; an helpless butctot band, 
Our streets they crowded, and they rang d the land. 
The mangled maid, the' injurious step-dame's thrall, 
In vain for pity to her sire might call. 
For aid the sister to her brother flies ; 
No more the brother feels fraternal ties. 1280 
Th' afflicted mcfther calls her sons aroimd ; 
She gains no hearing, no relief is found. 
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The captive conquerors held our dear abodes, 
Dance^ foruaiy ey'n the banquet of the gods. 
At lengthy some god or miseiy iospir'd 
A wondrous boldness, that our state required. 
'Gamst those false men we clos'd the gates and to w'rs, 
Whiie mth their Thradans they consumed the houn; 
Till they to rea^ion should restore her seaty 
Or with tlieir captives seek some new retreat. 1SL90 
Whate*er of manly progeny remained 
Within our walls, their earnest prayers obtained : 
With them they cross the seas, and Thrace regain. 
Where drifked snows overwhelm the wintry plain* 
Hence, we for sojourners have ample room. 
Abide witii us f the vacant space assume. 
To tliis alliance if thy tbonghts incline. 
The crown my father wore shall now be thine. 
Nor shall ye blame the produce of our soil } 
No land more richly pays the farmer's toil; 1300 
Nor in the' iEgean deep does island lie, 
In Ceres' gifts, that may with licmnos vie. 
But seek your ship ; let your companions hear 
* Our friendly words ; no more these walls forbear.' 
She ceas'd; the veil of secrecy was cast 
0*er the dire slaughter that in L^mnos pass'd. , 
When Jason thus : ^ O queen^ with grateful hearts^ 
We take those aids yduc bounteous hand imparts, 
I seek the ship, soon to return again ; 
But youy your sceptre and your isle retain. 1310 
Think not, through scorn your offer I decline ; 
But pel ils vast, and fated toils are mine.* 
He press'd her haud^ and hasted to repair 
With peaceful tidusgs from the royal fain 
As to the city gates he pass*d along, 
Around his steps the blooming ma^ens throne. 
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From every side ; ten tiioasand beauteoiui damei^ 
With looks of trutport^ and with load acclaims* 
A train of waggoii^, roiiiug on Uie shore, 
Gif\s and refrefthments to the strangers borej 1520 
The tiond, ill order^ hear their ehii^ report 
The words of welconK; from tlie Lemnian court; 
Words, that with all a joy fill haarjiig find ; 
For amorous wishes rose in every mind : 
The soft desires, that beanty's queen inspired, 
Awuous to work what Vulcan most desir'd; 
From desolation to redeem his land| 
And crowd his altars with a manly band. 

Now Jason seeks the JLemnian queen's abode ; 
And eadi^ as chance directs, pomes his road. 1330 
By choice, Alcides at the ship remained. 
And ibr a guard a chosen few retained; 
No soft indulgence could admission ^d, 
No fond delights subdue that mighty mind. 

In choral songs, its joy the city breath'd. 
And dance, and feast, and clouds of incense wreatii'd. 
To Vulcan, chief of the celestial throngs 
Were sacrifices given, and sacred song ; 

And his fair bride, the sovereign qucea of charms. 
Was caird propitious to their soft alamis. 1340. 

Their voyage is deferred from day to day^ 
Still new pretences authorize delay; 
Still had taey lingered, by delights enthrall'd^ 
But stem Alcides his companions call'd. 
He viewed their weakness with indignant heai t, 
He call!d tlieui from the female train apart. 

Reproachful he began—* ^ Are then the band 
A troop of ex iles from their native land? 
Have yon for consorts plough'd the billowy flood, 
AndieomfdttaeTirginsof yonr kindred bloedM3dO 
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Hare we for tilus endoi'd siieh mighty toil? 
As colonists to till the Leitiman soil ? 
Suits it the honour of your former praise^ 
With foreigD dames to waste inglorioas days? 
. la bondage crowded, captives of the fair, 
Will ye renounce the subject of your prayer? 
Bow shall the gods soeh sacrifice behold? 
Will they spontaneous grant the fleece of gold? 
Each to bis home return. Let Jason prove 
The j oy s that wait Hy psipile and love ; 1S60 ^ 
For them, his country and his fame resign^ 
And people Lemnos with a manly line^' 

The sharp invective wak'd their shame and pride. 
With downcast eyes they stood : and none replied. 
The' assembly j^arts confus'd, and each, iu haatei 
Prepares again to tempt the vratery waste. 

That purpose known, in swarms with murmur 
Among the youths the busy females crowd. £loQd^ 
As bees from lioRow rocks, with murmuring sound, 
Pour forth, and buz t}ie beauteous flowVs 
aronnd; 1370 
Refreshed vnth dew«^rops smile the fragrant meads; 
While they, from flower to flower, as fancy leads^ 
Oil pinions light pursue their airy toil^ 
And drain from silky cups the nectar'd spoil ; 
With tender action, and witli plaintive tongne. 
To some lov'd yontii each Lemniim female Glnng^ 
And fondly pray'd, with hands and eyes up-borne, 
The gracious gods to grant his safe return* 
Hypsipile the hand of Jason pressed : 

And tears i eliev'd her agonizing breast. ISSO 

' Go then. May heaven your brave companioni 
guard ; 

And may the golden fleece your toils revrardj 
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Go then^ my ftsencl, the* heroic aim pmme; 

The glorious fortime^ to sach merit due. 

KnoWy that thisisle^ and my paternal thronOi 

Wait thy retuniy i^serv'd ibr thee alone. 

Myriads on myriads would aiigineiit thy train, 

From many a .city, aud &om many a plain; 

Bat well I knoW'thou never wilt retnro^ 

And lam doom'd with hopeless flames to bum« 1390 

Yet go, and whether £ar remote or near. 

My faitfafiil image throng thy wanderings bear. 

Some parting mandate leave, that I may pro?e 

The fond remembrance of an absent love. 

Some blesring to the prodnce of om* flame, 

If heaven sliall crown me with a parent's name.' 

Then Jason, wondering at her love, repiied| 
' Events propitions from the gods betide I 
Awake to passion, yet tliy lover's mind 
Snpremely feela the patriot wish refin'd. 1400 
Beset with dangm wheresoever I roam, 
With fond attachment I pursue my home. 
If heaven shall aid me to surmonnt my toil^ 
Aud bring me safely to my native soil ; 
To friendly views may Felias' heart incline^ 
And native seats, domestic joys be mine. 
But of tliis fmme should diff'rcnt fates dispose, 
And distant regions must my wand'iings dose, 
Thm, flfaonld a son our motual wishes crowii> 
Wlien youth invests bis cheek with manly down, ' 
JLet him lolcus in Peiasgia find, < 1411 

And soothe with duty the parental mind; 
In sorrows lingering should my parents stay, 
To monrn a son untimely sn|itch*d away-; 
Bat should tiiey then have sought the' Elysian plam. 
Not wholly friendless shall ray c iild remain; 

vor- 1. * 
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My cottDti^Jiieny ikr from tlie tyrant's court. 

Within their dwellings shall hi« youth suppoit.^ 

Thtt&sayuigy to ihe ship he led ttie way. 
His firm example all tlie train obey. 142(1 
Embark'd, with haiul robust they grasp'd their oars, 
In order plac'd ; and Argus from the shores 
The cables loosed. The bending sweeps they plied ; 
And sinewy arms upturned the curling tid^. 
By Orpheus couusel'd, as the day declin'd^ 
Fair Samothrace, Electra's seat, they find. 
Daughter of Atlas, that to them reveal'd 
The mystic rites with sacred awe conceal*dy 
And dopbly purified, in frame and mind, 
Objeets jof love to the celestial kind, 1430 
With pions confidence the* adventurous train 
Might meet the perils of the stormy main* 
But, cease my tongue, nor with nnhallow'd sound 
Pnrsue the strange mysterious tlieme profound, 
No subject meet of aong ; let silence hide 
That isle, and deities who there preside. 
' Throngb the vast deptlis of the Melanian surge, 
Their eager ponrse thtf unwearied rowers nrge* 
The shore of Thrace upon the ri??ht hand lies, 
And on their ieft the rocks of Imbrus rise. 1 440 
When now the sun first sunk into tlie main, 
A wuie extent, the .Chersonese they gain. 
Strong rose the souihera bhist ; tliey set their sails, 
And thrid the current, while Hie breeze prevaila. 
A dangerous strait,.tbat hapless Belle's name, 
And doom untimely, consecrate to fiime. 
That upper sea they left, with morning ray, 
A different measure, at the close of day. 
AH night along Rhteteian shores they steer; 
Idseau .uplands on their right appear. 1450 
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Dardana p$M*d^ Abydus then they gain, 
Percote next, Abarnw' sandy plain, 
And Pityea fair. With steady force 
Hie iviods direct impeird tbeir onimrd conrvr^ 
And safely through the Hellespont they pas$*dy 
In eddies blackening through tiie greedy vast. 
Witinn Propontis towVd a lofty isle^ 
Where Phrygians wealthy plains adjacent smile. 
An island then; for now .the base extends^ 
With daily angmenti, that the water lends, 060 
To m€et the main land, rising through the waire. 
And hears on either side the billows rave* 
Far a»it stretebes-tbroiigh the waf ry roar, 
With gradual course decliuing to the shore, 
The swelling strand a two-fold access knows; 
Beneath, the current of .Ssepns flows. 
The height above is calKd the mount of bears ; 
A name expressive of the general fears; 
For savage beasts, and men<roore savage still. 
With terrors nmltiplied that'region filL - 1470 
An earth-iiorB race, inor'd td spml and vrrong. 

Six hands of vioknce to each belong ; 

Two sine wy arms from tlieir broad shoulders grow; 

Four from their hornd sides depend below. 

The Dolians, a more mild and peaceful train, 

Held the Aow Isthmus ; and o erspread the plain. 

They temperate ml^ and equal laws obey'd ; 

Thessalian Cyzicus tiieir sceptre sway'd, 

Tbe son of Eneus, whom Enete bore, 

BBsoras* daugliter, oil the Thracian shore. 1480 

No wrongs they prov'd, from that fierce earth- 

« bom kind, 
For Nepteiie*s mfluence avf'd the savage mmd 
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Deriv'd from him, in long transmitted line, 

The Doliaiis boast aa ohgio divine. 

With fury Argo rans her watery race^ 

Before the' impetuous winds of stormy Thrac^ 

An liaven fiuir receives the weary band; 

As driven with force the vessel dash'd to land. 

There, as sage Tipbys bade, the cautious crew 

Their stony anchor iiear a fountain threw, 1490 

Artacia's fount. A rock of ampler size, 

And weight more adequate, the place suppUes. 

This, wam'd by Phebus, in prophetic rhymes, 

Ionian colonists, of after times, 

Wiio, led by Neleus, left their native plain, 

Set, as a monument, in Pallas' fime. 

The guardian pow'r, in every danger tried, 

Who guided Jason through the foamy tide. 

The Dolianswith their monarchsoughtthestnufdy 

To greet the strangers ere they reach'd the land; 

Soon as they leam'd the lineage of the train, 1501 
And purposed vcyage through tiie stormy main. 
They gently urge them, with reception fair, 
To ply their oars, mid through the bay repair* 
The strangers foUow where sudi welcome calls. 
And moor their vessel near the city waii&. 
Now disembarked, their pious rites to pay. 
They rear'd an altar, to the god of day, 
Ecbasius, worship*d^ when tiie sea-worn band. 
Their dangers passed, approach the welcome 

' land, 1510 
The friendly monarch, for the rites divine. 
The iatted flocks bestowed, and generous wine* 
For previous oracles, with Iiigh command, 
Assur'd his kindness to the* heroic band. 
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The porpose of thfir hardy voyage taiigb^ 
And chas'dMspieion from bis anxioM tiiooglrty 

Bade him tlie warriors hail, without a fear^ 
And aid exteod^ and hostile acts jfwbear. 
New toJm clieek the down of manhood came; 
Nor boasts be yet a t'ather's honoar'd name* 1520 
Within the palace his fiiir .bride cemains. 
As yet unconscious of a mother's pains, 
The iair-hair d Clit^^ form'd to wake desire ; 
Percosian Merops was her noble sire. 
Her, won by countless fififts, her husband bore. 
In pride of beaaty, from Perec te s shore* 
Young as she was^ ber &ee and dauntless miiul 
The bridal room and nuptial couch resigned, 
To mix familiar with the stranger race^ 1529 
And shaie tiie banquets that their welcome graee. 

Meantime, the leaders tlieir discourse prolongs 
Alternate questions crowd upon the tongue } 
Wbile^.from the strangers, Cizycns demands 
Their destin'd course, and Pelias' stem commands. 
And Jason bids his royaLbost explain^ 
Wfaat^varions tribes possess the^ adjacent pkdnf 
What various nations, in a circle spread, 
Around Propontis* wide capacious bed. 
Much more to know, the' advent^ous tram require^ 
Did information second their desire. 1640 

When o'idr the iandncape snoniing light prevail'd^ 
The giant heights^ of Dindymus tliey scal'd. 
The winding bays and diallows to survey ; 
And, from the station where the %emei kiy^ 
The road of Chytus, Argo came impelFd ; 
And now tlie harbour more advanced she held. 
Long time «hat arduoos mcjuitaio pathrfemaiiM^ 
That Jas^oa trod, and still bis name retain'd^ 
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N0W9 from Uie snmmitSy with impetaouA force^ 
The savage giants urg'd their hostile eooisew tbSO 
Beneath the crags of overhanging rock^ 
The mouth of Cbytos they prepare to Mock, 
Witii stony masses, where it joins the main } 
As though they sought some monster to restrain 
Within their toils* But^ witli the yonnger band^* 
The strong Alcides takes his watchful stand. 
With nervous arms he bends the' uneniug bow^ 
And heaps on parent earth the gasping foe. 
The giant race the' undaunted hero plied. 
With massy fragmentsfrom themountain^sside, 1560 
Httrl*d hi§^ in atr, destmetion of the brave. 
Such wondrous strength vindictive Juno gave. 
To crush Alcides, m the' unequal iigbt 
Shecrown'd these monsters with stupradous might 
While thus the heroes in the combat bunfd^ 
Their brave companions from the heights returned. 
And near them in compacted phalanx stand. 
To share the slaughter of that earth-born band. 
Then, some their fate from flying arrows found. 
And some the spear laid prostrate on the ground. 
Nor ceas d the deadly toil, ere all the brood 1571 
Had drench'd their native rocks with caitiff blood. 
As when the woodmen, o'er some rivet's bank^ 
Dispose the lofty trees in many a rank. 
New firom their axe, that moisture of the stream 
May season for the wedge the brittle beam ; 
Thus, on the margin of the foamy bay, 
A space confin'd, in rows the giants lay* 
Some, in the waves immerge the breast and head. 
While on the beach the monstrous limbs lie apread ; 
Some rest their heads upon the sandy shore,- 1681 
And hide tiieir feet beneath the billow's roai> 
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To birds and fishes of voracious kind 
Exposed a piey^ and weiteruig tu tlie wind. 

Their laboors freed from danger and from fear. 
The vessel to the wind the heroes clear ; 
With spreading saii^ iier rupid course advanc'd^ 
AU day along the swelling surge she glancU 
As day decUn'd, the fa? oin in^ breezes fail, 
Too soon suqceeded by aii adverse gale. 1590 
So fierce and sudden that unfrkndly Mast 
The piiofs skill, and rower's strength surpass'd, 
Snatch'd tVoui her track, tlie laboring ship it tiore/ 
Back to the Dolian's hospitable shore* 

Wrap'd in the shades of night, the* lieroic band 
Sprung to the shore, nor know tliat friendly land. 
There to the rock they made their cabterfast. 

Still sacred caird, thoui^h many au age has pass'd. 
Nor cotdd the Dohaoii, through the gloom, descry 
Their guests, endear'd by many a social tie ; 1600' 
While Argo some Pelast^ic ve&8el seeiu'd, 
Her people Alacris* hostile sons they deemed; 
' With armoter snatch'd in haftte th«y urg'd tlieir 
course, 

To meet the* imagin'd foes with force to force* 

The bands conflicting 'gainst eacb other dash ; 

And spears encounter spears, and bucklers clash. 

Dire was the onset, loud the cry of fear ; 

As when among the thickets dry and sere/ 

A cunfi^ration falls, with noisy sway, 

And roaring vohimes urge their wastefol way, 16lQf 

filiated kins; \ whom heaven no more allows 

To reach im home, or clasp his youthful spouse ! 

The son of ^Sson met his bold advance^ 

And through his breast impeird the fatal lance. 
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Around the point the crashing bones resound ; 

And lit"e\s waim current issues from the wound. 
RoU'd on the* empurpled sand, the youth sostain'd 
The' inevitable doom for man ordain*d. 
The fatal ban ier burst, that holds confined 
Within its pale our weal^ and feverish kind. 1620 
Thus he, who thought all danger of this band 
Far, far remov'd by heaven's protecting hand^ 
By iate entangled, on that fatal night, 
So soon succeeding to the social rite, 
With many of his brave companions, slain 
In conflict dire, lay prostrate on the plain. 

Alcides reft brave Telecles of life, 
With Megabrontes, iu the mortal strife ; 
Acastos mingles Sphodris with the dead. 
By Peleus, Zelys and Gephyrus bled ; 1650 
And Telamon, supreme the Jance to wield. 
Laid Basilens extended on the field. 
With Promus, Hyacinthas press'd the {ground, 
Idas and Clytius dealt the mortal wound. 
The twins of Ijeda, with nnerring aim, 
Stout Megalossaces, and Phlogeus tame. 
Itonieneus, from Meleager^s arm, 
And bold Artaces, felt the mortal harm, 
Illustrious shades, ye find those tribes among, 
The rites, that to the' iieroic dead belong. 1640 

Hie seated survivors fled, witli panic fear, 
Like flights of doves that find the falcon near. 
In heaps confos'd, within the gates they crowd ; 
And fill tlie city with their clamours loud. 
Mournful return lioni that pernicious fight I 
But, when the morn display'd her rosy light. 
Both parties then their cruel error knew. 
And anguish fill d each spirit at the view. 
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The.Minyae moaru'd, as breathless on the shore 
The yoa^ol king lay weltering in his gore. 1 650 
Tliree Aiys witti grief coigom'd they mouni'd the 
dead ; 

They tore their hair, and on the corses spread j 
And thrice in brasen arms they coQn^d around 
The heroes ch)s'd in the !«epulchral mound ; 
The tomb they circled in two bands^ and.paid 
All hononrs suited to the parted shade ; 
Image of war, alonsf the grassy plain 
The games they led^ in memory of the slain ; 
Where still imtoiich'd sncceediug ages keep. 
With pious awe, their monumental heap. 1660 

Nor Clit^ long survived her hosband's iate : 
New horrors rise to swell the doom of liate. 
Eager to follow her departed lord, 
Aroimd her neck she knit the iktai cord* 
Tiie hapless victim of connubial love 
VVas moum'd by every nymph of lawn and grove^ 
The gods approving mark'd her constant flame^ 
And bade a prodigy preserve her fame. 
The tears, that from her eyes bedew'd the plain, 
A fountain rose, and still her name retain. 1670 

Sad, and portentous, liaibinj^er of woes. 
That cruel mom on every.J[)phau rose ; 
And all forgot, in deep despairing mood, 
The care of being, and the thoughts of food. 
When hunger i^'d, its urgent pangs to heal. 
With gloomy haste they snateh'd the casual meal. 
On Ceres' gifts, as from the field they came j 
And savage tbod unconscious of the tlame. 
And still in Citisyeos the' Ionian race 
To that event a solemn custom trace^ 1680 
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That, when revolving time within Uieir walbi. 
With aoQual lapse^ the' iU-omea d day recais^ 
They homely cakes of coantet meal prepare^ 
As emblems of that public grief and care. 

Twelve daysaud nightssachstormy blasta prevail/ 
That ev*a the boldest fear to spread the sail* 
The night that followed, as the heroes slept, 
The watch while Mop»us and Acastus kep^ 
Near Jason's head with golden tresses crovm^dt 
The peaceful halcyon wheel'd her airy round; 16yO 
Andy as bbe wbeei'd^ foretold in shrilly strain, 
A tmce witli warring winds, that vex'd the maiiu 
That sea-born bird sage Mopsiis understood. 
And voice presagrful of the smiling flood. 
Sent by some god the bird retnm'd again, 
With circling flight, and percU'd upon the vane. 
Their slnmbenng chief the heapy fleeces pressed. 
The voice of Mopsus interrupts his rest. 
From sleep he shook liim — ' Son ui^ ^on, wake, 
To rocky Dindymns thy steps betake. 1700 
Where on its top aspires a temple fair, 
Appease the mother of the gods by prayV. 
Then shall the tempests cease to vex the maitti 
So halcyon sin|;s, who never sings in vain. 
For^ while you slum ber*dUurough theshades of night. 
Around the bird of preseienee wheel'd her flight. 
Know, that on mighty Cybele depend . 
The storms that bellow, and the waves that rend. 
.The war of elements, that takes its birth 
In the dark entrails of the lab'rin^; earth, 17JL0 
And every change of airy meteors, bred 
Where cold Olympns rters his snowy head. 

59 A monntain of Pliryi^la. 
^ For die death of Cysicai. 

I 
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To ber precedence e?'n the Ihiuiderer yields. 

When eartli she leaves, for bri|;ht etliereal fields. 
Ail deities, tluuiighout the starry sptiere^ 
That awfiil source of living things revere/ 

The chief, delii^lited as he spake, attends^ 
Leaps from his coach, and calls bis gailaut frionds» 
In taste he calls, and to the' assembled bands 
Explains whut Mopsus from the gods coounands* 
Sooa to the Diountain^ ready at hjs call, 17it 
The youths impeli'd the bidlock from the stalk 
Some from the saci ed rocks the vessel clear. 
And rowing to the Thracian haven steer, 
A lew remaining the tall ship defend, 
The rest the mountain with their chief ascend. 
As in a picture, from tliat towering height. 
The fltacrian rocks, and Tlirace appfoaeh'd the 
The Buspliorus involved in rising steam, [sight ; 
The hills of Mysia, with i^sepus' stream i 1730 
That opposite the level Troa^ bound, 
With Mepe s plain, Adraste's walls around; 
An ancient vine, within a neighboring wood, 
Where first it flonrish'd, had for ages stood j 
The stock uprooted tVoui tne parent soil, 
A shape and polish takes from Argus' toil; 
An image of the goddess^', form*d with skill. 
They place it liigh upon a crag(;y hill. 
O'er arching broad where stately beeches grow. 
That deeply shoot their twisted roots below. 1740 
Stones rudely heap'd an hasty altar made,. 
With dusky leaves of oak their brows tiiey shades 
The rites begin. They call in hallowed strains 
That awful power o'er Dindymus that reigns; 

CjfWe. 
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^ Parent of gods, from Phrygia bend thine ear; 

And sacred Tityas^*, with Cyllenus hear.' 
These only of a numerous train were seen^ 
The guides of fat^^ the' assessors of the queen, 
Ida^an Dactyls, in the Cretan cave, 
Whom tair Anchial^ to being gave, 1750 
When, struggling in Lnoma's painfiil toil. 
With both her hands she grasp'd Oaxis' soil 
The pious chief, if thus the heav'uly mind 
Might yield, to calm the wave, and chain the wind. 
With li})s (U voiit, and suppliant action praysj 
And pours Ubation, o*er the sacred blase. 
Orphens commands, the yontlis in arms advance. 
And tread the measures of the warlike dance 
Witli swords they clash their shields ; and all around^ 
Through the vex^d air, the dismal clangors sound. 
That ancient custom still the nations keep, 1761 
When kings are borne within tlie tomb to sleep. 
In Rhea's worship, still the Phrygian crowd 
The i^oddess soothe, with drums and timbrels loud. 

With spotless hands preferred, and pious mind. 
Their vows and offerings heaveiriy mvour find. 

Divine Antapa^^ mark'd them vvitli deliL:ht ; 
Propitious omens bless'd the ^ladden'd sight ; 
The trees above abmidant firoit displayed ; 
And earth below the green and tender blade. 177Q 

^2 Tityas, Cylleniu.'^Kames of the Idei Dactyli. 

Oaxi».— There was a river of this name in Crete; amlber 

in Mesopotamia. 

*4 Tins (\Ance whs called Betarinns; from the tempte of the 

<)«i(y w here it v\ as practiff^^ or from Uie ij^i^(iUioo a( q^e- 

men I in dancing. 

Rhea waA so called : the reader will tad ibe odgltM»f tliift 
bame io the notea at the cad* 
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From the dark cavero, and the woody iaro^ 
With fawiifaix act, the nvage beasts repvr. 

More wondrous still, amid the thirsty soil^ 
Of DindymuSi unapt for rustic toil. 
From rocky crags the gushtiig fountaio came, 
Perennial spring, tlint bears the hero's uame* 
That solemn day, tiie monnt of hears along, * 
They spread the ftast^ and sootk'd the power with 
song^^ 

The winds were husli'd, as mom began to smile. 

And force of rowing bore them from that isle. 1780 

Each chief contended in the wat'ry field^ 

Who most should labour, and who last should yield. 

Suriounding ether a still calm possessed, 

And lnll*d the waves^and smoo th'd old Ocean's breast* 

Confiding in that calm^ with efforts strong. 

They ply'd their oars, the vessel .shot along. 

Not Neptune'ssteeds,such was the impetuous tbrce. 

With feet of storm, could reach its flying course. 

When now the deep with winds began to heave, 

Breath'd from theriver^s banks, at close of eve, 17 90 

With toil incessant their exertions fail'd ; 

Unchang'd alone Alcidcs' might prevaird. 

In strength resi^^tless, to himself be drew 

The force conjoined of idl the laboring crew. 

His mighty stroke the vessel sends along; 

The timbers tremble, with concussion stroog. 

As onward to the Mysian land they haste, 

The roaring mouths of Rhyndacus are pass'd. 

£geon's monument, and Phrygians plain, 

Lay near in prospect, as.they trac'd the main. 1800 

^ Rheiif or, pybele. 

^ RbjTlKlaciis, a river of Pbrygiii. 
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Here^ aft the bero dasti'd the wave aside, 
ilis oar broke short within the iurrow'd tide. 

Half as he ^sp'd, with force oblique, he fell; 
^alf floated wide upon the billowy swell. 
His seat regained, he gaz'd in silence round ; 
Strange to his hands appeared the rest they tbnnd. 

What time the delvers and the ploug^umn haste 
Home to the lowly roof and spare repast; 
When at the porch their weary knees they rest, 
And curse their lot^ with pangs of hunger prcss'd^ 
Then^«quaiid from tlie parctfd and dusty soii^ 1811 
Gaze on their hands sore from the rustic toil ; 
They reached the dwellings of Ciaue's shore^ 
And Citts' mouths, where waves conflicting roar. 
The' Argantlionean mount, with gloomy brow^ 
Mnjestic frowns upon the streafn below. 
The Mysian habitants^ dong Ihe plain, 
'With fair reception greet the peaceful train; 
And to their wants supply, with liberal hand^ 
W4iate*er the sea-worn mariners demand. 18S0 
All tirat for banquet or repose they need, 
The racy vintage some, and fleecy breeds 
And some collect the billets sere and dry ; 
Soft herbage otliers for the couch supply. 
Part of the M inysB round the hearths repair; 
Pftrt mingle wine ; the viands part prepare ; 
Tliey worship Pliebiis^^, us tlie sun descends, 
Rever'd by sailors when their voyage ends. 

The festive rites the son of Jove resigned, 18t9 
For ditFerent tlioiights possess'd his active mind; 
Throngh woods perplex'd he heldhis devious course. 
And sought an oar to match his mighty force. 

^ PhcbiiB Ecbasius, so calkd, from m Grttk vcrb^ thai 
Utiles lo dUtmbarkm 
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There^ as be wandered, cbance an ash displayed, 

Is 01 thick with branches, nor oppressed with shade* 
As tapering fttraight it8 graceful bead it rear'd^ 
like a young poplar the finr plant appeared* 

}iis bow and quiver on the verdant soil 
He laid^ and cast aside the lion'a spoil* 
His pond'roos dob Alcides first applied, 
He siiook the stubborn root, from side to side, Ibid 
With legs diverging as the hero stands, 
He stooping gi^sp*d the stem with both his hands, 
llien, strongly press'd with slioulders broad above. 
As with the deq[>lyHrooted plant he strove. - 
.It yields — it falls-^bis vast impetuous sway 
The roots and earthy fibres tore away. 
As, when Orion holds the wintry sky. 
And sudden tempests from their caverns fly. 
Incumbent from above the furious blast, 
With all its bolts and ctasps, nptaari the mast 18d0 

Again the chief his bow and quiver took ; 
With puissant hand the massy club he shook i 
The lipn*s hide athwart Iris shonldera threw ; 
And hasted to rejoin the gallant crew. 

With duteons care and fond attention fraught, 
A sacred spring the yontliftd Hylas sought. 
Far from the band. He bears a brazen um, 
for limpid water 'gainst the chief's return } 
In order doe, that the repast mif^t shine, 
.Such prompt obedience, gentle youth, was thine. 
His childhood thus the hero lov'd to train, 1861 
Since first he bore hun firom his sirens domain. 
Alcides* hand deprived that sire of life, 
A steer for rustic labour caus'd the strife ; 
Theodamas, a chief of name rraown*d, 
Among the Dryopes his doom he foimd. 



1 
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Amid the labours of the furroMr'd .fields 
The saUeii cdiief rafoB'd the ptize. to ^ield* 
Tlie' iinbendin^f hero urg*d the stern demand, 
For much he sought a contest with the baod, 187(1 
Re^diess^ as tfaey were^ of social ties, 
And gods and men accustom d to despise. 
But tliese details the devious bard mislead; 
PuTsae we then the stripling o^r the mead. 
When to the margin of the fbant he came, 
That bears among tlie natives Pegae's name, 
Aronnd the springy by fiite's decree, or chance, 
A choir of nymphs entwined the mystic dance. 
For all the nymplis, that haunt the wood, the cave^ 
Or their Mr limbs in that bright fountam lave, 18B0 
With dance and choral warblinjsfs through the night, 
Soothe the fair goddess of the silver hght. 
From many a woodland baont, tbe virgin ttirong, 
Oread and Diyad, join'd the dance and soiv^. 

A nympli^ emergent from the crystal flood. 
The fair Hydatid, on the' margin stood* 
She v iew'd the boy, array VI in youthinl cliarms. 
By ev'ry gracej and throbb'd with soft alarms. 
The ffoseat bloom of health Us cbeek display'd. 
Around his form the sweet allurements play*d, 181^0 
Seen doubly charming by the lunar beam. 
That o'er his beauties shot a milder gleam« 
Oh how the venom tingled through her breast! 
She pants — she taints — with wild desire possess'd. 
The yoQth inclining o*er the fountaui bends. 
And through the crystal lymph his am descends* 
Cool and translucent as the gushing nil. 
With gurgUng soond his nm began to fiU, 
The time was apt, and opportune the place, 
She sprang to fold him in a soft embracef l^QQ 
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Eager to print an ardent kiss, and sip 
The nectar from his soft and ruby lip. 
Her left haod o'er bis ivory neck she tknitr^ 
And hy his elbow, with her right she drew. 
Deepplong'd the boy, andscreanvd with sadden leaf 
tNstn^flfiil notes, ttmt reaeh*d a single ear. 
The son of Elatus^^^ as o'er tiie plain 
He waoder'd lonely, heard the piteous strain* 
To meet Alcidee he pursued his way, 
Forebodinj? evil from the chiefs delay. 1910 
Attracted by the boy's distressfiil cries, 
With histe impetnooft to the spring he flies. 
As wh^ n the savage beast, with hunger boid^ 
Lur d by the bleatings of the distant fold. 
With bMdloni; rage the hurdled cote ass^s. 
Fierce as he is the bohl invader fails ; 
Enoioi^d the shepherds guard their fleecy care, 
He pants, he roars, and weary seeks his lare. 
Thus Polyphemus rag'd the spring around; 
He groans, his clamours thro' the air resound ; 1 920 
But vain his rage^ his clamours all are vain, 
He turns his steps to seek tiie social train. 
The naked ialehion glitters in his hand, 

To scare the beasts of prey, the pirate band. 
Along the path iie wav'd the shinin<: hlade^ 
And soon cBscem'd Aleides through the shade. 

The mournful chance the hero thns expressed, 
While groans and pantings shook his laboring breast. 
^ Wretch Aat I am, by fate ordain'd to rend 
With mortal grief the bosom of my friend ; 1930 
To tell him, what through life he shall deplore, 
His darling youth, bis Uylas is no more. * 

I. H 
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Whether he died, of savage beasts tlie prey^ 
Or roviug pirates bore the youtii away^ 
Doubtful the mode^ but certain is the g^ief ; 
I heard his cries too late to yield relief/ 

The bursting sweaty that o'er bis temples flow'd^^ 
Tlie mortal anguish of Aleidea showed. 
Despair and rage the fatal words inflame ^ 
The vital currents boil within the fkume. 
The' uprooted ash he hurls away in wrath^ 
And rushes wild, as chance directs his path. 
As when the hornet's sting with iiiry fills 
The mighty buU^ he flies the meads and rills 
That wander o'er the low and marshy land, 
Deserts the herd^ nor heeds the rustic band, 
Onward he drives^and restless, now the plains 
He traverses — now motionless remains, 
Rears high the brawny neck, and mighty crest. 
And roars tremendous^ from a tortur'd breast. 1950 
So rag'd the chief ; and headlong now he flies^' 
Kow motionless, he rends the air with crie8| 
The piercing sounds of anguish and despair 
Reverberated fill the troubled air* 

The rays of morning smote each mountain's brow^ 
While fresh from heav'n the favouring breeaes flow. 
The prudent Tipbys bade the train employ 
The precious season, and the winds enjoy. 
Gladly they hear j and the tall ship ascend^ 
They heave theiranchors, and the sails unbend, i960 
Far from that sliore, with canvass swell'd they haste^ - 
And Posideium's^^ cliff rejoicing passed. 
Mom from her heaVkily goal with eyelids glad 
Retom'd, the field with yellow lustre clad ; 

^ A cape of ttlliyaii. 
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And o*er the mead; with scattered dew-drops bffi|^t^ 
Her roseat fingeis abed the seeds of iight. 
The band perceived whom they had left behind 
Unwary, and contention fiU'd the mind ; 
Clamonrs and iomnlt rose, for they bad lost 
The best and noblest of the" assembled host« 1970 
Then Jason rap*d in mute affliction sate, 
Confoimded by thi» stroke of advene fiite; 
Such mighty grief bis laboring thought assail'd, 
Tiiat, sunk in stupor^ ali expression fsnl'd. 

Bat sudden fary Telamon possessed; 
And words reproachful spoke the stormy breast# 
^ And dost thou calmly sit, with placid mind^ 
When lost is he, that first of human Und ? 
No work of chance— 'I read tlie dark design* 
Thine burning envy^ artifice was thine. 1980 
ThfaielieartforetoldythatwheD^tlidr wand'ruig o'er, 
The hardy Greeks should gain their native shore. 
The amtcbless glories of Alcides' fame 
To dark oblrHon woidd eonrign thy name. 
Bot words are idle — I no more remain 
With sneh a chief, and his deceitfiil train.' 
He ceas'd, and with a bound on Tiphys^' flies ; 
While flames of fiiry lighten from his eyes. 

Now back to Mysia— had their coarse beenhdd } 
Tho' waves resisted, and tho' winds repeird^ 1990 
Bat, the tvrinn'd ofbpring of the Thracian wind 
With stem rqproaches cheeked bis wnthfiil auad. 
Ah, youths ill-fated ! they were doomed to bear, 
For these their words^ a recompense severe. 
Alcides felt, how they had sway'd the band 
To leave him there aiuid a &traiiger laud. 

" With SB talsQtioa of fordiit hia la pst bade die tmcL 
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And, as the brothers from the games fetuttfd^ 
And obsequies, that PeUas slaia inum'd, 
In 8tt-«iit Teiios, by bi§ hand they died. 
That fatal hand their monument supplied. flOOO 
Relenting, o'er the dead a mound he rear'd ; 
Tii^o oohmiii^ sacred to their iiame appeared ; 
And one, a prodigy, that sense eMfinnndSi 
Trembles whene'er the northern blast resounds. 

Bat tbese events the wemb of time conceal'd# 
Meantime, ainid the furious waves WveaPd, 
Glaucus, tbe prescient son of Nereus, rose; 
His bosby hei^ and hairy breast he sho ws« 
£mers;ent from the deep, with mighty hand^ 
He grasp'd the keel, and shouted to the band, f 010 
< Thwart not the doom of Jove; attempt no more 
T6 bear Alcides to the Pontic shore. 
For him in Argos tyrant hate ordains 
TweWe etoflicts mde» ivitfi perils and with pmm. 
These labours passed, he joins his keaV^'kd^ siMf. 
To godhead thus the sons of Jove aspire ; 
Then seek him not ; nor monrn, whom raUng Jove 
By earthly sufTrings calls to bliss above. 
Nor yet on Polyphemus bend your care y 
The gods for him a diflTrent late prepare, tO«a 
At Cius' mouths to found the Mysmn vndt; 
On boundless Chalybean plains to fall. 
Hytas remahis, (the eanse for which they rov'd) 
A youthful bridegroom by a goddess loVd. 

A depth immense he plnng'd to wat'ry eaves^ 
Above in dreimg eddies foam'd the waves: 
The ship sprang forward, as with mighty ronSe 
The god descending urg'd her liquid course. 
The heroes all rejoic'd^witb eager haste 
Tiic generous Tclamon towards Jason passu } HUSO . 
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His band he seiz'd ; and wilb affection prefl8*d^ 
Embrac'd the cbief^ and thus bii apeech addr^d ; 
^ O JawDy thou not forgive thy fiiendy 
That, msh and thoughtless, hapiy might ojOfend? 
Grief dictates words iiyuaouft and unkind i 
Be they forgotten-— give them to the wind ; 
All past resentments, every cause of pain-— 
No thoughts hot those of amity remain.' 
The son of iEson prudently replied : 
* Harsh were ihy words^ but rage those words sup- 
plied, soiiio 

A crael charge ! desert the man I loy*d I 

But be resentment from my soul removed. 
Iliongh feeling suffer'di I can pnae thy vrorfh ; 
Twas jealous friendship calFd reproaches forth* 
Not thine the motives of plebeian slnfe^ 
Hie sordid incidents of vulgar life^ 
A flock of sheep, or other aelfisb claim, 

That wakes in little miods contention's flame ; 
And were I wrong'd^ thy just and noblest heart i(04V 
Would prompt for me the same ingenuous part' 
He said — and love succeeds to stern debatei 
With spirits harmonized the heroes sate; 
The Inends, meantime, their destinies attend; 
One fated to behold his vralls ascend, 
And one to meet, upon his native plains, 
The dmdffal tasks Eurystheus* ire ordams* 
The son of Jove his ravishM Hylas sooght| 
With furions action, and distempered thought^ 
He calls on Hylas. Unavailing call! 
His direful threats the Mysian swains appal. 20M 
' Restore him Uvingi or produce him slain ; 
Or aanmgb smokes along your ravaged plain/ 
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Tbe nilersi to preserve their menaced land^ 

With hostages avert his fatal hand ; 

The Mysian race tliose solemn pledges bind^ 

To search incessant till the youth they find* 

Et'q now, vdiere Cins flows, the Mysian throng 

For Hylas lost the pnblic search prolong ; 

Andy from those hostages deriv'd of old. 

The men of Trachin^ still the eostomhold* S070 

The windy propitious to the vessePs flight, 
Breath'd all the day, and all the cool of night ; 
But when Anroia broke the bands of sleep 
No breeze wa;? stirring o'er the glassy deep, 
A rising shore the mariners survey^ 
A spadonsatrand outspread withht a bay ; 
Thitlier, as dawn appeared, their oars they ply, 
Then mom arose^ r^oidng ev'ry leye. 

T» A city of Thmzly, fotaMI by <H«resleft| sad from him 
ciUed HtraelM. 
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nt Ai^fCMUMitt fasviiig «iTi¥Bd il the eonotiy of jbe Bebry* 
citiify Amycoty king of that people, challenges theoi to pro- 
duce a person able to contend with him in boxing.— Pollux 
accepts the challenge, and kills Lis aiita^anittt.^A battle 
eosaes between the Argonauts aud Babryciaus. — ^The for- 
mer kill many of their opponenis, and compt:! the re»t to 
Mire theiTiselvei by flight. — The Argonanti And Pbineat de- 
prived of a^C, who implores thehr aid agiinsi the Harptca, 
who used to cany away bia food before he coutd taite iti^ 
Phineeay II leena, knew by prophetic ioBpiratlcMii long be> 
Ibre tte arrival of the adventorars, that they were fated to 
drive away the munsters that pcrsecoted him.— -In compU* 
»9nce with bis prayers, the sonft of Boreas undertake the 
tatlc, and chase the Harpies to the islands caUed the Stro- 
pbades.— Pbioeos, nieantii|ie| explains Co tiic Argonauts (he 
coQiie of their navigation to Colcho«,>— The sons of Boreu 
return, and give an account of their pnnait of the Harpiea. 
and how tliey were prevented from destroybig them, by the 



ioterpoMtloii of Iris.— Canie of the bUadness of Fhioeui.— 
Of Cyrene, dan^^iler of HypMos, and Aristseot, ber Mm by 
ApoUo.--Kblet rapcctiiic Ae EtMini wiii(ls.*-AreoiitBls 
pm the Symplegadcti^EMch m dacit Maud od the cotit 
of BitbyDia.-*-Pbebo8 appeaw to tbem thtre*— -They creel an 
^tar, and worship hiiu by the name of Pheboa £on8.~ 
'fhey reach ihe country of the Mariandyni.— Lycus, king of 
ibe district, receives thcra in the most friendly manner, on 
account of their having pnnished his enemy, Amycns. — 
^ere I<hnon| the propliet, dies, being woonded by a wiid 
boar; and also Tiphya the pilots— Ancsoa ofiera hia aenrkca 
to pmide at the hehiit and they are accepled^The Affo- 
naats pass varloos plaocs^— Cnatoma and maiiiiera of the 
Chalybes, Mosynseci, and Tibareni.— Fabiiloas Mrda la the 
isle of Mara, expellcdby the Argonaulf.—Theaonsof Pjiryxoa, 
by Chalciope, the daughter of JEAtts, ^bo bad been ship* 
irrecked on the island, m their passage to Orcbomenns, are 
foood there by the ArgonaaU.7-Xhey reeugniae each oth^^ 
jjind procaed tg Coichos. 



Where haughty Amycus ppssesa'd the land^ 
IBs spacious stables and bis palace stapid. 
This tyrant a Bithynian nymph, of yore, 
IPdir MeUa^ to the god of ocean bore, 
proudest of mortab^ his ferocious piind 
Established customs hostile to mankind* 
In fights of cestiis, 'twas his cruel bo^st. 
To foil unhappy men tibat leadiHl ^e coast ; 
And many died, for none might thence depart 
IfTithout a trial of bis strength and art. 10 

As at the ship he questioned their descent^ 
Their place of birth, and whither they were bent. 
With insolent contempt he mark'd tfae train, 
fHiile boastiye words his brutal tiipiights eapbin^ 
^ Wanderers of ocean, wretched outcasts^ he^tr 
)¥hat mfich imports you, w>th al^tiye 
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Know^ by my MvereigD pleasqre 'tis decreed^ 
When stcangen to Bebrycia's coast proceed^ 
The bold intruders shall not thence remove^ 
Ere th^ my prowess at tiie cestus prave« SO 
The biavest, thetefore, of your number seod, 
And at the cestus let him here contend ; 
For^ should you dare this ordinance to scoxn^ 
Hie bitter fruits in common most be borne.' 

His vauntive words liie Greeks with anger fir'df 
And Pollux duef with generous rage inspired. 

The chaqipion of the social band he stood— 
* Whoe'er thou art, forbear this tauuting mood. 
Thy threats are needless — we the rule obey— 
Accept the contbat^ then resume our wqr« 40 
I freely promise to sustain the tight. 
Approach ; and let me prove tbme utmost might;* 

Thus he undaunted. At the youth so bold, 
The tyrant glar'd — his eyes iu fury rolPd. 
Pierc'd by the javeUn with a maddilig vouod^ 
The lion thus, whom men and dogs surround^ 
Compacted circle, rolls his hlood-stain*d eyes; 
Nor heeds the crowds but on the hunter tties^ 
Whose aim, unerring yet imperfect, sped 
llie wound that laird to mix him with the dead. 40 

The son of Tyndarus ' then laid aside 
His mantle soft in brightest tincture dy'd. 
From looms of Lem^os tlie sniootti texture came^ 
The fond memorial of a gentle dame. 
IiOos*d from the clasps aside the monaieh tbrew 
His fliick and double cloke of sahle hue ; 
With it his sheephook on the ground he laid, 
Snotty and tough, of mountain Oil«« mS^^^ 
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Amid their followers % on the tawny Maul, 
Unlike in mm and form^ the champions stand. ^0 
Round tlie selected space their eyes they throw; 
Their train are seated in a two-fold row. 
Tow'iing in horrid strength tlie monarch stood, 
Like fell Typhaeus, or that monstrous brood. 
Which earthy rarag'd agwist the pow^ above^ 
Prodnc'dy to wage presnmptnons war with Jove* 
Bat Pollax shone like a celestial star 
Resplendent through the gloom that shoots afar 
The silver diafts serenely bright and fair. 
Loose on his shoulders wav*d the shining hair ; 60 
Scarce on his cheeks the down of manln^od rose^ 
F^om his glad eyes a speaking lustre flows ^ ' 
Yety in his heart the lion's force was found ; 
He moves Ids hands^ and meditates a wound, 
Donbtfiily if yet their pliant strength they hold. 
Worn by the toilsome oar, and nnmb'd by cold. 
F^r different Amycus. He stood apart^ 
And throng^ the yooth^ his glancesaeem'd4o dart* 
Atiiirst for blood, witli wishes dire possessed, 
To dash the vital streams from that fair breast« 70 
Lycoreus now, the king's attendant, laid 
Before their fi^t the blood-staiu'd gauntlets, made. 
Ponderous and hard, of dry and thickest hide. 
The haughty chief these wibrds of scorn applied^— 
^ Take which thou wilt, and arm tiieefor the blow; 
Without a lot preoption I bestow, 
Lest then hereafter, or thy social band, 
Unfinmess eharge upon the victor^ hand. 
But arm for fight; that feeling thou may'st tell, 
How in preparing gaoiitlets I excel ; 80 

^ The ArfOBiinlt m4 BebiycUat. s f oltas« 
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And how tliese hands, without remorse or pause^ 

The blood-stain'd visage mar, and crashing jaws/ 
The noble yonth a wordy contest spares } 
And gently smiling for the fight prepares. 
Without a preference, from eartli he caught 
The pair of gauntlets chance had near him brought* 
Beside him Castor and brave Talans stands 
They bind the weapons on each vahant hand ; 
And much encoaragenient and counsel gave^ 
Prooft of then* love^ but needless to the braye* 90 

Aratus next with OmytuB came near. 
And arm'd the monarch, for the task of leaf. 
Ah feoby untaught to pierce the future gloom, 
And see that combat seal their masters doom! 
-Now force to force the combatants apply ; 
Before their fronts they mix their hands on high. 
The king appears a wave abrupt and dark. 
That breaks with fuiy on the lab'ring bark. 
Scarce with his skill the* intrepid pilot saves 
The vessel buoyant o'er the* enormous waves, 100 
From the deep gulf escaped, on cither hand, 
like walls immense, where heap'd up waters stand. 
Thus he, with direful threats, the youth pursued, 
Yet^ mock'd by skill, no blood his hands imbrued. 
2f o rest^no pause — the youth with vigour bounds 
From side to side, and shuns the' impending wounds. 
With dauntless courage, and unerring siglit. 
He weighs and specuhites the future fight, 
Marks the defences of his giant foe. 
The points unguarded, tliat invite a blow. 110 
There, tiiere he presses^ there his hopes are fis^d. 
And hands with hands, and blows with blows «re 
As skilful carpenters the wedges drive, £mix'd» 
When timbers destinftt for some ship they rive ; 
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With noisy sway the hainiiier's iMreij^t.d^^ceiidit 
Wedge after wedge a forceful pfmage leods ; 
Stroke followed stroke, nor interval, nor pause^ 
Their cheeks resounded, and their crashing j^iwaj 
And loud their grinding teeth. The fight jfwmAM^ 
Without remisaion, till their forces fiai^'d. 12a 
With Mreary pantings painful breath tiiey dreWj 
Apart they stood, and wip'd the briny dew^ 
Roird copiousfirom theirfronts. With doubled r$ige 
Again tliey close, again in fight engage. 
Thus for some heifer, beauty of the nnfMi^, 
Two bulls to battle rash, with buttuig jbead. 
Bebrycia's king stood rais'd, in act to WQiwd^ 
Like those that fell stout oxen to the gfcomA. 
With weight eniMrmous a dire stroke he sped, 
The youth avoids it \%itii inclining head, 130 
And, bending forward, as the foe advanc'd^ 
His elbow lightly on the shoulder glanced. 
Now, closing firmly, knee to knee was pressTd^ 
Arm tw in'd with arm, and breast encounl^d brwst ; 
Above his ear, with quick resistless blow, 
The gallant stripling smote his giant foe* 
The bones within were shattered by the i^oood, 
He sunk in anguish, kneeling on the ground. 
With loud acclaim, that deed the MinysB view; 





J 


1 





With clubs and lances they the youth assaii'd. 
Before the youth advanced the social baodf 
Resplendent falchions ami*d each valiant hwd^ 
First Castor smote his victim; fi*om above 
The bead his weapon to the shoulders <dOfe# 
The vast Itomeneos and Mimas lelt 
What mQrtia bmns the jiword of Pollw 
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A» fiercely rush'd the firsts with trampling sound^ . 
Beoeath hk breast he feit the latal wound ; 150 
And prone in dust lay stretch'd/ A rapid blow 
On Mimas lighting smote away his brow ; 
Sufibs^d in Uood, bare roll'd the ball of si|^t j 
He groau'dy and sunk in everlasting night 
Orides^ with injurious daring stor'd, 
Senritit of AiftycnSy and like his lord. 
Bold Talans wounded, in tfie* eventfid strife. 
Full on the flank, nor reached the seat of life. 
Beoeatii his belt he feeb the pohit of brass. 
With gliding wound short of the vitals pass. 160 
Hi^ mighty club with force Aratus sway'd ; 
The valiant Iphitns he prostrate laid, 
Not destitfd by that stroke to yield his breath, 
But he from Clytus' hand receiv'd his death* 
Witii indigiiation bold Ancmua swell'd; 
Aloft a dreadfbl battle-ax he held, 
A bear's black spoils upon his left hand hung, 
Hiaiself like ii^tniiig mid the crowd he flnng« 
Athirst for vengeance on the savage band, 
The sons of .£acus^ beside him stand. 170 
The g^Haiit Jason joui'd with tfiese attends, 
To swell chosen group of noble friends. 
As when in winter dreary frosts prevail, 

embattled wolves the crowded fold assail^ 
The guardian dog, th^ shepherd's care is vain^ 
They rush upon the trembling fleecy train ; 
They proWl with keen and eager search around. 
And mark the prey, thongh numbers choice con- 
Fettered by fear, and pent in narrow space, [found ; 
Ueap'd OA each otiiei^.iall the bleating race. 180 

4 Xdaoioo and Feieua. 
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The heroes thus on tiie Bebriciaiis flewj 

And, heaps ou heaps, o'ertum'd the caitiff crew. 
As wheD with piercing smoke the peasants drive 
The swarm from cavem'd rock, or stmw-built Uve^ 
With fearful murmurs indistiuctly loud, 
Within their walls the buzzing clusters crowd; 
Bat when the fiery Tapovrs, roU'd amain^ 
Spread through their cells the suffocating bane^ 
Stunn'd ^pd confiis'd, their citadel they leave. 
The sounding air their dosky legions cleave; 190 
Coufounded thus the routed myriads spread, 
To bear the tidings of their monarch dead. 
Struck with the present ill, the thoughtless band 
Knew not the full disasters of the land. 
To wrap their vineyards and their towns in flame^ 
Their ancient foes, the Mariandyni^ came^ 
Rich mines of steel awake the jealous rage, 
And endless wars these hostile neighboura wage* 
Thine absence, Amycns, new boicbiess bred; 
Lycus, their chief, their fierce irruption led. 200 

Ttie MinysB thin the fold, and waste the ptall^ 
And flocks unnnmber'd for provision fidl. 
Then spake some chief, the valiant Greeks among, 
* Our arms have queird the rude barbarian throng* 
Bnt had Alcides in the' adventure shared, 
The foes this trial of our strength had spar'dj 
No terms had been imposed by lawless migh^ 
No champion then selected for the fight ; 
But.when their kiui^ approaoh'd with insult fraught. 
His club had meekness to their boaster taught. SIO 
Alas, unhonour'd, on a distant plain, 
The hero waudcrs, while we plough tlie main. 

s A trilHr gf Biih^DiA, and aeigtiboprs of Ibe BebrfcUm* 
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Too late the Greeks theur mighty loss shall know^ 
When their dire front unwooted perils show/ 

He said — bot sov'teigo Jove liad alt ordain'd. 
Tlie night came on \ and there the Greeks remained* 
To heal their wounds the leach applied his aid. 
And |iiou8 offerings to the gods they paid; 
Spread for the train, tliey bid the banquet shine^ 
And slumber chase with sacrifice and wine. S20 
With tawny lauel then their brows they bind, 
And laarel boughs are with their cables twin'd. 
In measur*d hymn then Orpheus join'd his voice 
To the sweet lyre-*tlie silent shores r^oice : 
The lisrriing breezes fold the gauzy wing. 
While thee laconian sou^ of Jove they sing. 

The mora renewed the labours of the swain. 
To lead his flocks abroad, or till the plain. 
The Minya^ from that laurel freed iu haste 
The ropes that held their tossing vessel fiist, 2S0 
Embark'd on board a portion of their prey^ 
Then through the Bosporus pursued tlieir way. 
In dreadfiil whirlpools the vex'd deep was curN ; 
And waves on waves, like some tall mountain liurl'dy 
RoU'd furious onward, meeting with the sky — 
Approaching death glar'd full on ev'iy eye. 
While o'er the ship suspended tovF'rs the wave. 
And ev'ry moment threats a wat'ry grave, 
Yety bursting harmless, shall its rage subside^ 
If skilful pilotage the vessel guide. 240 
Such skill could Tiphys boast— his fnends he bears 
Through dangerssafe, though notejLcmpt from fears. 

Witli the succeeding mom they gain tlie land^ 
And moor their ship on the Bitbynian strand. 

^ Ltconiaa Mn of Jove^Aebtis. See the note oo Ibis pM« 

J 
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The wretched Phineus dwelt upon tliat shore 
Who pangs beyond the lot of mortals bore. 
From Phebiu* boanty all his roff^rings flow*d ; 
The power of augury the god bestow'd. 
Regardless be of vengeance from above. 
To men reveal'd the secret will of Jove* S50 
Hie' offended pow'r inflicts a dreadful doom| 
Endless decrepitude in cheerless gIoom« 
No refish left of health or young delight^ 
No comfort beaming through the Stygian night 3 
No viands gratify bis iamishM taste, 
Tlioagh daily care supplied the rich repast 
The natives round his far-fam'd prescience led, 
And plenteous ofTrings on his board they spread j 
But mstiin^ from tiie clbnds the harpy brood 
Snatch from his hands and mouth the' un tasted food j 
Witii crooked talons, and with rav'ning^aws, 261 
Their inroads knew nor interval nor pause ; 
Unwearied phmderers. Sometimes nought remained, 
And sometimes scarce what loatlisome life sustain^d^ 
Reserved for torture* Such a stendi imbii'd 
Wbate'ertlieytoucli'd,thatnonemighttaste the food, 

Spar'd by their ravage, or in haunts remain 
8tain*d by the visits of that odious train ; 
Save Iiim by dire necessity confined 
- To bear the' annoyance of their hateful kind* 270 
The wretched sufferer^ heard the' approadiing 
crowd, 

With trarophng steps, and mingled voicM loud. 
And well could read, in oracles of Jove, 

Those strangers came his famine to remove. 
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Raised from Im CQuch, a li&lefts things a shade. 
Scarce wttii his staff the fantome frame he stav'd. 
As darky vfith tottering limbs, he sought Uie iloor^i 
His trembling band the guidiug wall explores ; 
Feeble and old, scarce differing from the dead. 
An hideous squalor o'er his body spread. 230 
Wlieu to the portal of his house he came, 
ffis knees mmervVl refos'd to bear hb frame. 
Distempei^'d vision mocks bis darkUng eyes,. 
And wheeling earth in giddy circle £Ues; 
{Speechless he sinks, absorbed in trance profound, 
The' astonished Greeks the wretched manfittiTOund« 

Begaining breathy the seer prophetic spoke; 
.Scarce from his breast the feeble accents broke : 
* Hear, flower of Greeks ! if ye, indeed, are Uiey, 

WhOy doomed by Pelias,ploug^ the watery way 2 $90 
Whonoi Argo wafts, a gallant band enroU'd, 
And Jason leads to win the fleece of gpld. 
Hail noble strangers, welcome to this heart ! 
Hail glad event, long promis'd by my artl 
Son of Latona^, thanks to thee be paid; 
O Jung of prophets 1 1 liave felt thine aid^ 
My sole siipport in anguish to this hour. 
By hospitable Jove^, tremendous pow'r 
To him that slights the suppUant's hallaw'd chiim; 
Bf Phebus ; and by matron Jnno's name ; 300 
The goanfian pow'rs that guide you thro' the main, 
Oh let not sorrow supplicate in vain 1 
Despise me not; but, ere ye plough the wave, 
A wretch from pangs unutterable save. 
Tis not that furies trample on my head; 
That darkling thnalam to pleasuie dead; 

% 

* ApdkK s Jii|iiter Xmitiif* 
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That slow decrepit age has made my life 
A lingVing death, with nature still at strife, 
Carses on curses^ plagues oo plagues, I bear } 
The Harpies from my mouth the inands tean 31Q 
No prudence aid or comfort can supply, 
They stoop impetuous rushing through the sky. 
I may not ^scape them, preset as my thou^t. 
Sudden they come, with dire annoyance fraught j 
Of food and social intercourse bereave ; 
Such poiflODOUs teents the parting furies leave^ 
Men loathe the relics of tlieir tasted food, 
And shun the place polluted by that brood. ' 
An heart of adamant could scarce endure ; 
Yet I must bear these ills without a cure. 340 
By famine diiv'n, though horror chills my breast,' 
To feed on noxious fragments of their feast. 
But late-relenting Jove beholds my grie^' 
Divine predictions promise sure relief. 
The sons of Boreas, sprung from kindred race, 
Are doora'd by heav'n tlie' infernal brood to chase. 
If I, indeed, am Phineus, known to fame, 
For mighty riehes^ and an augur's name, 
Our lineage if Agenor has supplied. 
Or if in Thrace their sister was my bride.' 530 
' Agenor's olbpring herelns voice suppress*d ; 
Painful emotions filled each hero's breast. 
,€hief Boreas' sons, in pity's gracious mood, 
Dry'd up the.tMirsttng tears, and near him stpod. 
Seizing the hand of that most wretched man, 
In soothing accents Zetes thus began : — 
^ Ah wretched, past the lot of human woes ! 
Why do the gods these direfiil pangs impose ? 
What impions action, or what sound profane, 
Hatli drawn this v^iq^eance from tlie heav'nW traift i 
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Sapreoiely gifted with prophetic skill, 541 

Say, hast thoo contravai'd the' eternal will f 

Relief from us thou shalt not vainly ask^ 

If Heaven, indeed, hath cail'd us to the task* 

Nor difficult is it, for man, to read [deed. 

When Heav'n, in wrath, would scourge the' ungodly 

Much as we pity thy distressful state, 

We rash not blindly on immortal hate ; 

Much as we wish the harpy brood to chase^ 

We wage not war with the celestial race. 560 

Sw^mr to m then, we shall not anger Jove, 

Or draw dov\ii vengeauce from the pow'rs ahove/ 

Fidl on his front the sage expanded wide 
His eyeballs 'reft of day, and thus replied. 
* No more, my son. Thy pious fear resign. 
Thou, PbebuSy donor of my skill divine. 
Be witness !«--*and my present wretched state, 
And these dark eyes for ever clos'd by fate ! 
Be witness for me all ye pow'rs below ! 
And may my shade nor peace nor respite know ! 
If false this oatli, that you offend not Jove, 361 
You draw no vengeance from tlie powers above/ 

The generous yooibs 4ipon his oath rely. 
The hard achievement they resolve to try. 
Meantime, the juniors of the band, with haste, 
To cheer the prophet furnish the repast, 
A parting spoil to gorge the harpy train. 
The sons of Boreas '° nigh the board remain. 
With falchions to repel the' accursed brood ; 
And scarcely had the prophet touch'd tlie food, 370 
The^ rustling sudden from the darkened air. 
Swift as the whirlwind's blast, or lightning's glare, 

CaUit Slid Zttfit. 
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With somidiog pinioiis^ and with ieaiibl ery. 

Stoop from the clouds, and on the viands fly. 
The gallant youths^ undaunted at.the view^ 
With threatening shoots upon the monsters fleaar i 
With keen dispatch the shrieking monsters fed^ 
Conamn'd the viands, and o'er ocean fled : 
Asy vanishing from sights aloft they rose. 
Diffused aronnd tlie' infectious odour flows. 3S0 
The youths pursued them with incessant fligii^ 
For Jove infiis^d mieonqnerable might ; 
And close behind their falchions they displayed. 
But vain the chase had Jove witliheld his aid* 
For when they sought the prophet, or vrithdrew^ 
More swift than Zephyr's blast the Harpies flew. 
As when vrith eager speed sagacious hounds 
The wooded valley trace, or forest boonds, 
And see the mountain goats, or branching deer, 
Fly full in view upon the wings of fear, 390 
Stretch'd at foil speed they foUow close behuid; 
They think to seis^ the prey; they champ the wind* 
The plumy brethren thus pursued the chase, 
With hands ontstretch'd to grasp that hatefolraoe; 
And now, and now they aim'd a mortal blow^ 
In heaven's despite they bad subdued the foe^ 
On the Plotaean isk» their swords had freed 
Abhorrent earth of that detested breed ; 
But Iris swift, who made these birds her care, 
Fh>m heav*n observant cut the ymlding air ; 400 
She check'd the youths with monitory words. 
^ O .sons of Boreas, cease ; withhold your awords; 
For know, the fotes prohibit mortal arm 
These huntress dogs of sovereign Jove to barm. 
Their dire approach no more shall Phineos feel ; 
Most solemn oaths this peaoefol compaet aeaU' 
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She said — and swore by Styx^ a sound of fear^ 
IVemMdotiii otttb, that all the gods revere. 

* That never more (so destinies ordain) 
Should Phiucus suffer from the harpy train.' 410 
ConfidiDg in that oath the youths relom. 
Hence have those isles their appellation bome^ 
Of Stroptiades : a name that still reniauis. 
And memory of the past event maintains. 
Then, parting. Iris soar'd, on wings sublime^ 
To splendid mansions, in the starry cUme ; 
The Harpies fled to Crete, where Minos reign'd^ 
And hid from mortal ken in caverns deep remained. 

The Grecian leaders pious cares engage ; 
LnstratioDS purify the datkling sa&re, 4SO 
MTiose frame neglected squalid filth overspread. 
The chosen victims for the gods ttiey led» 
With care selected frooli Bebryda's spoil ; 
Hien spread the feast, more welcome after toil. 
In Phineus* balls the banquet they prepared, 
And vdth the chielb the noble sufferer diar'd ; 
Eager he shar'd^ and these returning gleams 
Of ease and comfort seem'd but blissful dreams. 
Now, fully satisfied witti food and wine, 
Sleep fled the band till mom began to sliine. 4SlCl 
With anxious heart for Boreim' sons they wait^ 
Meanwiultf the seen^ unfolds the book of fhte. 
He sate before the hearth. Around, the youth 
Bend forward, and inibibe prophetic tinth ; 
Whnt varfoos iifcidents flieiif' conrse attend. 

What toils await them, what propitious end. 

' Young heros learn. Not all * lis given to know ^ 
Bat what the gods allow my tongue diall shew; 

In PUneus, by prophetic gifts destroy'd, 

Behold the doom $if prescience ill employed. 440 
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No more this rash irrev'rent tongue reveals 
What heaven^ for wisest purposes^ conceals. 
In dark nncertainty while mortals rove. 
They learn reliance on the powers above. 
When firstfrom hence your parting coarse you steer^ 
Within a strait Cyanea's rocks appear. 
Arduous the task through these your way to^ keep^ 
Unstay'di unrooted^ wand'ring in the deep. 
Qfttimes they rush, with front to front oppos^d^ 
And, clashing dreadful, both in one are closed. 450 
O'er their broad back, roU'd high, witii thundering 
sonndy 

The breakers swell, the shores rebellow round. 
Now mark my coansels, if the gods you tear i 
Nor blindly rush when peril is so near. 
Lest youthftil ardour, with presumptuous force^ 
On death precipitate your fatal course* 
First, let a dove the dlangeroas passage try. 
If through the rocks unhurt she chauce to fly. 
And reach the sea beyond with prosp'rous flight. 
Then forward msh, then ply your oars with ml^t ; 
With manly vigour plough the foaming wave ; 461* 
Strength more tlian prayer availS9.the bark to save* 
Not that I bid yon slight the heavenly poweva i* 
But each exertion has its proper hours. 
In safe untroubled times let prayer precede i 
But perils ask some energetic deed.. 
Crush'd in her midway flight if fails the deve,, 
Tum^ backward turn, nor tempt tlie powers above.. 
Else, though yonr ship were form'd of solid steel. 
From closing rocks a dreadful death ye feel. 470 
Ah wretched, if ye slight my firiendly zeal, 
Or donbt the tmllis my waniiiig lips reveall 
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No ; did tbe gods pursae with teofold bate 
This bead accon^d, I speak the doom of fote j 

Take then the dove, precursor of your way, 

Nor think to thwart the gods with mortal sway^ 

Events most follow as the fates ordain ; 

But ihroagh the rocks a passage should ye gaio^ 

Bithynian shores upon the right hand keep. 

Avoid the bindi and navigate the deep, 480 

Until you pai>& where Rheba's * * torrent roars^ 

And circle in your course the gloomy shores^ 

Where Thynia's island shall salnte your eyes, 

The station safe to shelter vessels lies. 

As onward thence the voyage ye pursue. 

Foil opposite a coast appears in view^ 

Not far remote from Thynia's sea-girt straud^ 

The Mariaodyni cultivate thiit land* 
There down to Tartaros a passage tends, 

And Acheron's projecting shore ascends, 4^0 
Where gulfy Acheron the lull divides, 
Through deep ravines it rushes to the tides. 
Thence to the Paphlagonian seats ye steer, 
With gentle swell, where chistring hills appear j 
In distant ages Pelops ml'd that coast, 
And still a kindred stock the people boasU 
Tum'd to the wintry site, and nortliern Bear, 
A promontory's steepy clifis appear. 
Carambis, by tlie native tribes 'tis naiu'd ; 
For ever buffeted by blasts untam'd ; dOtI 
So iar it runs, projecting through the deeps, 

So high in air its stormy head it keeps. 
This having compassed, a long shore extends^ 
Where prominent the bank of Halys bends : 

' ^ For tome, account of ihe places and iivcr» here mentiqqtdt 
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With roar tremeDdous roU'd along the pfaiiii| 

He disembogues his waters in the mainj 

And near^ a minor toi rent. Iris roars, 

la foaming eddies whitaung to the shoret. 

As, pressing onward, ye pursue your way, 

A stretching headland forms an ample bay} £10 

There an extent of soil Thermodon laves, 

And hastes to mingle with the placid waves. 

Beneath Themiscyreum's jutting head, 

The sheltered waves their glassy minror spread. 

In order next the plain of Doias lies ; 

Three Amazonian towns adjacent rise. 

The foiges, then, that steely works prepare. 

At distance seen diffhse a ruddy glare. 

Tlie Cbalybes, a much endniing kind, 

Turn the rough soil, the stubborn ore to find* 620 

Where Genetsean cliffs overhang the main, 

And hospitable Jove unfolds his fane. 

The Tibareni hold the pastures fiJr, 

Rich in the numbers of their fleecy care. 

A woody region skirts the mountain side^ 

And at its foot the MossynsBci bide. 

Tills region having pass*d, your sails and oars 

Simll bear you to an isle with craggy shores. 

By all deserted, save a countless swarm 

Of ravenous binds, ili-ometfd and deform. 530 

Be it your earliest care, with urgent toil. 

From these foul guests to purify the soil. 

Tiiere^ raised of stone by Amazonian hands^ 

To Mars, the homicide, a temple stands^ 

On warfare bound Ofrera, vidiant dame^ ^ 

With bold Antiop^ uprear'd the frame* 

Sm aoiet «t Um cud. 
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There, from an unexpected source of aid, 
The deep, stiall hope and satt ly be ai^pUy'd• 
But, whither liave 1 stray 'd^ the' admontsh'd br«ast 
Feels the past anguish, and conceals the re^^t. 540 
Borne onward thence, the conUneut ye gain* 
The Philyrean race possess the plain ; 
The seats beyond them the Macrones hold. 
Next the Berhiri come, in numbers bold* 
The* adjacent regions the Sapires claim ; 
Near them Bizeres dwell, a kindred itume. 
Last come the Colchians, fam'd tor warhke deed. 
Still hold yonr ship, and through the deep proceed ; 
The deep recesses of the gulf explore; 
The bounds remote of the Cy ta:<iu ' shore y S50 
The Amarantine hills, and Circe's plain. 
Where Phasis rolls in whirlpools to the niain« 
As mounting tlience against tlie stream ye tend, 
lUl in yonr ¥iew the Colcbian towers ascend. 
There shall the grove of Mars its gloom unfold. 
Where a tail beech sustains tlie Heece of gold* 
A mmstrom dragon, object of affinght. 
For ever holds that treasure in his sight. 
Slumber, alike in light and darkne^i^, Ihes, 
Nor tames his vij^linice, ilor seals bis eyes/ 560 
He ceased. Amazement fill d ti;e listenin;^ tlironL*, 
Witli terror mix'd. Sad was the paube aud long. 
A thousand anxious cares their chief snrround ; 
For dire tiie perils that in prospect frowned. 
Thus he : ^ O prophet! well hast thou pourtray'd 
The dreadful obstacles before us laid ; 
Well hast then taught what trial to prepare, 
Through those fell rockb eie w e the passage dare* 

t| Cyta»ui— "^CAlchlan* 
14 Pbarit, a river of Cokbii. 
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Botif (all dttigen passed) tbe fatef ordaio 

That homeward I should lead this gallant train, 57Q 
Thy treasur'd eoimsels I would gladly bear. 
My fiitore voyage through tbe deep to steer. 
An arduous enterprise awaits my haud^ 
Unskilful chief of an unskilful band. 
The Colcfaian shdres our patient search confonnd. 
So distant set on earth's remotest bound/ 

He ceas'd~and thus tbe venerable seer : 
^ Oh son, when then sbalt pass those rocks of feari^ 
With mind elated, in thyself confide ; 
For what remains, a god shall be thy guide. 680 
Guides yon shall find, as far as ^'s wall ; 
Care of your voyage thence on heaven will fall. 
But mark, my friends, to guard horn future harms. 
How much depends upon the queen of charms. 

Her artful aid, her blandishments you need, 
To bid your dariug and your toils succeeijU 
Oo^ generous yonllis, your destiny pursue. 
Inquire no more, ^tis hid from mortal view.' 

Agenor s offspring ended. Tbe wing'd pair ^\ 
On sounding plumes, came rudung tiirough tiie 
air. 590 
The threshold scarce they touch'd with nimble feet, 
Tbe' heroic band msh'd forth the youths to greet. 
Then Zetes hastes the' inquiring crowd to teach, 
Though weary pantings interrupt bis speech ; 
How far fronr thence tiie Harpies they pnimed; 
How Iris came to save tbe ravening brood ; 
Yet, pitying Phineus, how, by Styx she swore^ 
The halefiil nee shonld^rtnre fakn no more ; 

2^ iCa, the capital dly of Coldios* and Mideaee of JEiUs, 
fiinm. «7 Cslalt and Zstts. 
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And how the' ilKomen d birds (as terror wrought) 
The caverns deep of Cretan mountauis sought. 600 

The* assembled heroes were with pleasure fiU'd ; 
Unwonted joy the soul of Phineus thriird. 
With warm affection to the' unhappy man^ 
In soothing accents Jason thus began : 
^ Some pitying god, O Phineus, mark'd thy grief^ 
And urg d our sails from far to thy relief^ 
That Boreas' sons might chase thy plagues away. 
Oh could we but restore thy visual ray I 
Scarce could the joys of home my soul delight, 
like tfiy recovery of ravish'd sight* 610 
But Phineus answer'd, with a downcast brow, 
* 'TIS pass'd — ^not heaven could remedy bestow j 
For, witlier'd from tiieir orbs the balls of sight> 
Tell me no more to hope for cheering light. 
No — let your friendship pray the gods to send 
A speedy transit, and a peaceful end; 
Then boundless joys of vision shall be mine^ 
Where fields of bliss in purest ether shine/ 

Alternate thus they listened and they spo)^e^ 
Till ru Jdy moniiug on their converse broke, 6K> 
Ronnd Phineus day convok d a mingled train, 
With wonted aid, from all the' acDacent plain. 
Without distinction, through the' assembled band, 
Of who bestow'd, or came with niggard hand, 
With tongue inspired, the reverend prophet told 
Snch truths as heaven allow'd him to unfold; 
Their griefi to comfort, or their weakness aid ; 
And gratefid love the sacred truths repay'd. 
Parebius with the' observmt throng was near^ 
A name above the rest to Phineus dear, 630 
Well pleM'd the' assembled heroes to behold, 
Since^told by Phineus, hehad leam*d of ol4 

Ik 
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That led from Greece a loii^ predestined race, 
To Golehos bounds tiie barpy brood should chase i 
Then, boine to Thynis mid the wat'ry roar^ 
Should bind their cables to the rocky shore. 

Tlie rev'reud prophet now dispatched the rest 
With prudent words^tliat caliii'd eachaD3doliS brettit; 
He bills Parebius only oi the train, 
iSelected &fonrite, with the chie& remaiAj 640 
And seek the folds, obedient to his voice^ 
Among tiie sheep, to cull the prime and choice. 
As from the' abofle, on this behest, he ran. 
Thus mildly to the Greeks the seer bef»i. 
^ Not aii mankind, my friends, in violence tms^ 
Nor are tliey ail ungrateful and unjust 
In him, that parted hence a proof we find. 
Of virtuous nature, and the grateful mind. 
Worn out with toils^ the mark of fortune's hat e^ 
Hither he came to learn his future iate. €S0 
From toil no respite, no release from pains, 
His father's sins the victim wretch sustains* 
As in the mountain, with repeated stroke. 
The churlish father feird the stubborn oak, 
Impious he sc4>m'd the Hamadryad s pray'r^ 
And smote the tree coeval with th^ fiiir, 
With streaming tears she plead8,and snpplian t strain, 
To that unfeeling churl, but pleads in vain. 

Oh nistic stay, nor wound tiie hallow'd rind. 
For ages witli that stem I live eutwin'd/' 66C> 
With pride of brutal straigth his bosom sweU'd^. 
He raiffd Ms crnel arm, tlie trunk he filU'# 
In cruel hour. For him and his remain ' 
Unfruitful bbour, poverty, and paiou 
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The wretf 

Soon I percei¥*d the fatal cause of ill. 

The guilt bis £itiier tod incurr'dy to ctaase^ 

I bade bii pious bands an altar place. 

Sacred to her, the' offended Thyuian maid 

WboDe due oblations should for sin be paid* <i70 

By me to shun tbe destined sorrows tangbt, 

Deep sunk the benefit in grateful thought } 

And pever since batti his attentkm slep^ 

Or cold oblivion o^er bis kindness crept* 

Prop of debility, of darkness guide, 

With what reluctance does he leave my sideT 

He ceas'd: tbe good Parebios was at hand. 
Two sheep he brought, selected for the band. 
Til en Pbineus bi^ls for sacrifice prepare j 
With Jason, Boreas* offipring claim that care* 680 
To Phebns, chief of that prophetic throng, 
They breathe the pray'r^ and raise the pious soiig« 
Tbe victims on the hearth they duly slay, 
As broad and glorious rose the disk of day. 
The juniors for the train the banquet crown'd, 
And glad repast and temperate bowls went round) 
Tbe banquet done, the train divided sleep, 
Some in tbe dweUing, some beside the deep* 
With rising mom arose the' Etesian gales^ 
The breath of Jove, to fan the hills and vales. 690 

A virgin life tbe nymph Cyrene led. 
Where stagnant waters of Peneiis^ spread. 
Mid harmless men of the far distant age, 
Her thoughts, her cares, the fleecy tribe engage* 
As with her flocks along the bank she stray'd, 
ApoUo saw, and bore away tbe maid. 

19 The Himadiyads^ 

^ Peiieut, a rirer of Thsmly. 
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Far from iTImonia's*' bounds the prize he bore ; 
He crossed the ipain^ and sought the Libyan sbore^ 
^ And mtire nymphs around Myrtusa's steep. 
He bade the train the lovely mourner keep. 700 
Not long averse the lovely mourner frown'd ; 
A beaateoos boy their mutual wishes crowned. 
His parents Aristaeus call'd the child, 
Agreus and Nomius, by the* ^monians styPd. 
The' enamanr^d god to his fair mistress yields 
Immortal youth, a huntress of the fields. 
To Chiron's hand the tender babe he gave^ 
The centaur bred him in his secret cave. 
The goddess muse in nuptial nnion sought 
Hisgraceful youth, and her endowments taught^ 710 
The pow*r of healing^ and the piercing ken. 
That through the future reads the doom of men. 
The muses bade him guard their fleecy care^ 
In Athamantian plains of Pthia iain 
Wliere stately Otbrys waves his shady brow^ 
And, bright Apidanns, thy currents flow, 
When Sirius rear'd in Heav*n his baleful head^ 
And o*er the C^clades his fury shed. 
With flery shafts he parched the gaping plain. 
And plague and fiunine hovered in his train. 7S0 
The wretchetf habitants relief demand^ 
By Pbebus warn'd, from Ari&tacus' hand. 
The' obedient son his father's mandate hears ; 
Counsel and sncconr he from Pdiia bears. 
Assembled at liis call, Lycaon ^ mce, 
Parrhasian tribes*, their seats in Coos ^ place. 

Tliemly wnt so exiled. For the remaioiog oamci of per* 
«om fiml plac«8« m tlie cotn si the end. 
An island. 
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He reared an altar for Icmttan Jove^ 

^Hio sends the gladdening moisture from abovt« 

High oa tba hiUs the sacrifices gieam^ 

To Saturn^ son^ and the red Dog«stai^s heam. 7^ 

Hence forty days along the hills and vale^^. 

By Jove** decree, the* Etesian breeie prevails^ 

And Coos henoe tiie eostom still retams, 

That ere the Dog-star in the' ascendant reigns^ 

Tiie priest| with sachtice and solemn ritOi 

Averts the faries» of his baneflil Kght 

Thus fable sinsjs. Bnt, by that breeze detained. 

The chiefs reluctant on the coast remained. 

An through that day th^r ship the natives songht, 
And gifts immense of amity they brought, 740 
The work of Pbtnens, who, with grateful mind. 
To friendly feelings aU the race incline. 
Along the limit of the sea-girt strand, 
To twice six deities^ with pious hand, 
Tlie QnAs an altar rear ; the' oblations lay ; 
Then seize their oars, to plou&^h the waf ry way. * 
Hot did the train neglect the tnrtie-dove, 
^e harbinger of safety from above; 
As with a band Euphemus checked her flight, 
iShe fluttered round his band on pinions light 760 

Now had ttiey loosed liieir cables from the shores 
IVIinerva marked them mid the wat'ry roar. 
Her course^ with eager haste, the goddess bends { 
And soon a bright ud flitting clood ascends. 
Though light as gossamer it seem'd to stune^ 
Ttiat airy fleece supports the freight divine, 
tier flight she guided to the Pontic phnn, 
^ith thoughts propitions to the* adventurous train. 

•a f^eai a43fsck wordj signifying moittorei 
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As when an exile^ cUs^umtfar (xom home^ 

(Tbas hapless men are often doom'd to roam) 760 

In wishes to the natal spot will fly, 

And land and seas are spread to fancy's eye j 

A moment passes o'er the march of years, 

Aiifl space contracts, and distance disappearsj 
J^iow here, now there, the swift ideas roll. 
And travel with a liound, from pole to pole ; 
Swift flew the goddess ; and froin air descends. 
Where Thyuis' nhores the Euxine billows rends* 

The month of that dure strait ^ the heroes fomid ; 
Tremendous rocks the winding passage bound. 770 
Its course beneath an adverse current held, 
With foamy whirlpools ; and the ship repeird* 
Though bold the' attempt, surpassing human force. 
The hardy band pursue their desperate course. 
Now, closing with a crash, and tliond'ring sound, 
The rushing rocks the startled ear astound, 
Continuous, deafning. The surrounding shore. 
With dismd peal, reverberates the roar. 
Then, forward to the prow Euphemus sprung, 
While fluttering from his band the turtle hung. 780 
On Tiphys' skill their throbbing hearts relied. 
Each to liis oar liis utmost strength applied; 
In station apt, that vigour joined with art 
Between the rocks should bid tlie vessel dart. 

Fur the last Ume^^ the rocks tfieir jaws expand. 
As circling round them sail*d the' adventurous band* 
Euphemns loos'd the bird of pinions light; 
Witli heads upraised tiie sailoi's mark her flight, 
Aud wait the* event with mingled hope and dread. 
As through the pass on aiiy fihunes she sped, 790 

Between the Sympltgades, 
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Then furious rushing through the dark profound. 
The rocks together crashed with horrid sound. 
Dasli'd in a tUck and gloomy cloud, the spray^ 
To hedv'n ascending, blurs the fece of day. 
Through the vex'd air the dismal tempest raves. 
Beneath the pointed rocks, the groaning caves 
Witfi hollow bellowings gorge tiie waves within 
Then back return them with appalling din* ' 
High o'er the lioiling deep the foam is hurl'd. 
In eddies caught the giddy bark is whurd. 800 
Safe through the closing rocks the turtle springs 
But ^hom of plmnage from her tail and wings. ^ 
The mariners rejoice, with eager cry, 
• And Tiphys shouts: * Your oars with vigour ply 
Again a pass the parting rocks expand.' ' 
But, as tiiey raw*d, what terror seiz d the band I 
When backward currents, witli returning roar 
Far, far within the rocks the vessel bore ; ^ 
Who can express the measure of their dread ! 
Then certain death seem'd hovering o'er each head. 
On eitlier hand the dreary deep appeared ; 811 
Its monntain head a sudden hiHow rear'd, 
And, rolling on, with gloomy terror swelled, 
Agamst the ship the wafky mass impelled. 
With heads inclined the sailors downward bent. 
As death approach'd them in its dire descent ; 
But Tiphys, at the helm, with watchful skilly 
And dexterous hand, anticipates that ill. 
The rower's energy the ship depress'd ; 
It ceas'd : she mounted on the billow's breast 820 
Beneath the keel the billow spent its force ^ 
Bnoyd o'er the rocks, the bark pursued her course 
Behhid, the wave impell'd her on her way, 
JEmoring safety, as it caus'd dismay, 

VOL. I. K 
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^rom b^nk to bank^ with exhortations loud^ 
To ply the^r pars, fliiphemus urg'd the crowd, 
^he crew, with slu)uts and eager toU^ replied; 
And vigorous eflforts cut the foamy tide. 
Far as a youtiiliil crew with laboring qars^ 
^peed, at a stroke, the vessel from the shores, 930 
Tliat distance twice tlieir bark the Minyse send ; 
Tlieir pars, conflicting with tlie billows, bend 
With arms robust, as archers bend the bow, 
^'o wing ttie feathered inischief on the foe. 
Tiien, following close, tlie wave abrupt and ste^ 
^reak8 o'er the deck, apd mingles wit^ t^e d^p* 
As rolls the cylinder along the plain, 
The ship v^as drifted o'er tlie saucy main, 
forward she scuds, the wa^ry menace braves, 
. And to the deep pursnes the re^aent waves. 849 
]But adver&e currents soon, with eddying stiocks, 
Petaijn her midway 'twixt tlie fatal rocks; 
Fast rooted in tliat dark abyss of fear, 
Clobing again, the rocks rebellow near, 
^hen to their succour came the blue-eyd imid $ 
fjrhe rocks, witiht force divine^ her leftrfaand stayU; 

26 It eeemsy lhat the poet meaus to iUastrate the rapidity with 
Vrbkb Ihe Arg0 was urg^d on by her crew ; be says, ihmt ihm 
rowers nt <tvery stroke g^ve her twice as iniich wayy as anotlMr 
Wesael would have iwide at the laiiie time* Sm Vafeitefl Flw 

pus, lib. 4- V. 650. 

^7 Should a diiiereot versioD be pre(erreU| the lines may ht 

Far a.« with laVring oars, and yoothful force. 
Each stroke impeU'd the Tesael on her cooraey 

^ai^ tw^ Uiai the refltteal ldUow> lcii4«« 
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Supported by bfit right the bark advanc'il, 
. itful o'er waten IM^e an iirmi^ 
Yet, as her stem received (he parliBg stroke^ 
The s^^^tur d ornameata Uiq cqu^iot broke. 8S0 

Triumplwit o'er th« liv^v^ ^ ve^l rodle % 
The goddess sougbt Ihe sti|rry-pav'4 abodte. 
f^t f potctd in the de^p the rocks rewawi'dy 
For ever fix'4y kjf destmy vdmi4$ 
When once a mortal birth the atraitg bad pfiM'd^ 
No more to wap^ w hmy vast.— 

Joyful they see the clear horizon spread : 
AroQAfi their hearts a lively transport piay'd ; 
Tb^ aemtd dettvei^ 4 fromi the S^gian shade. 9f» 
Vfitk tliooghts elate they viewed the ocean mwA^ 
A glorious expanse without a bound. 
IlienTiphya spake: < Vafbiuiite4 we pr c^OMd } 

If in the past we may the future read# 
The gods assure thfi safety o^ tliis baiuL 
I bail the gnidance of Minem^s hand* 
When Argns laboured at the ve^el's frame, 
O'er it the godd^ breatb'd instinctive flaiM* 
4iid beiiee. the ihip inviolate^ shall saili 

0*er eveiy danger hence the crew prevail. 870 
Escap'd these rocks, pre» on, ^siibere Peha«^&^ad8» 
No peril, JaiaOf like tba past imp«lds» 

This band successful toils and struggles wait ; 
If Pbioc^ truly coiUd interpret fate.' 
HeiceaaU: and orging throagli tho watfiy war 

The rapid vewel pass'd Bithynia's shore. 

Tiie chiefs repUedy with soft and sooting words; 

VHovir ittithis langnage vatli i«y grief aceorilai 
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No gentle voice my feelings caa deceive ; 

The' irreparable laiilt no chanee retrieve. 880 

That tyrant's mandate vrhy did I obey, 

And lead these heroea through this desperate vray ? 

No ; deatii in direst form I aliould have borne. 

Ere I complied, and limb from limb been torn. 

For them I sink overwhelmed in deep despair^ 

I feel the' intolerable weight of care. 

By ica, the billows roll untimely ftte ; 

By landi on ahores unknown what terrors wait. 

There beasts of prey, tiieie savage men abomid, 889 

And force and fraud with mingled fears confound. 

These thoughts by day with anguish fill my brrast. 

These thoughts by night deprive my conch of rest 

Since first niy cause convoked this sufF'riug train^ 

To thee full easy is the' intrepid strain ; 

Not hard the task a confidence to show. 

When care for self is all the care we know* 

Myself I heed not, bnt for him, for thee^ 

For all the heroes that around I see; 

For all I tremble lest my cares should fail. 

In safety home to guide the dying saiU' 900 

His thoughts were diffYent; bntvrithpradentar^ 
He prob'd the firmness of each gallant heart* 
The heroes answered with a loud acclaim, 
And words expmdve of a generous flame. 
As forth the peals of manly ardour broke, 
Their leader's soul r^oic d, and thus he spoke : 

^ O fiiendsl your sphrits have elated muie ; 
No task I fear, no conflict I declinei 
I lead undaunted yonr adventrous way, 
Thongh hell should gape onr progress to delay* 910 

In perils provM, your bright heroic fire * 

ShaU waim the cold, the' inanimate impkti 



Digitized by 



Book 9. THE ARGOHAUTICitf 



Here have our aufferiogsreach'd their utmost bouud^ 
And danger here in tlie worst form we found ; 

No peril like the past this train awaits, 
l£ Pbineus truly has reveal'd tlie fates/ 

' Siloice ensued, the labVing oars they plied, 
The ve^el swiftly cut the yielding tide. 
Where the swift Rheba disembogues they fled, 
And where Colone lifts the rocky head, 920 
Hieir coarse beneath Metena's cliffs they keep, 
Where nodding forests blacken o'er the deep* 
Then pata where Phillis*^ mingles with the wave. 
The roofi that shelter once to Phryxus gave* 
As from Orchomenus to Colchos' shore, 
llie fiibled ram the* illnstrious exile bore ; 
Here on his way, reception fair be found. 
When Dipsacus the peaceful mansion own'd^ 
Whose lineage from a river god was diawn, 
Borne by a nymph presiding; o'er the lawn. 930" 
No passions rude their gentle o&pring felt, 
A blameless rustic with the nymph he dwelt: 
Where rolPd his father's stream through meadows 
lair. 

The bow'r he trinun'd, and fed flie fleecy care* 

The fane they passed rear d by his pious hand. 
The river's spacious banks, tiie fertile land* 
While day remains, tiieir steady course they keep 
Where Caipis rolls majestically deep : 
Nor pans'd the heroes witli declining light, 
The labouring oars resounded through the night« 

JO A river of Bithrnls- 

I» A cliff near the liter LyCQS* 

32 A ri?er of Bitbyoia* 

31 A rivtr ivbichllowtd bdwctn Ghslceion sad Hcndes* 
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III the deep furrov^d land when oxen tpil, 941 
And strakdng eteare the meiiit atid faeaty soil, * 
Their sides and nt^cks th^starMmi of sweat o'erflow^ 
Reneath tiie yoke askance their eyes they throw^ 
Their fiery brttth ascends with palitinf soted^ 
The streams are roU'd iti liilsty vttlumes round, 
Their hooft deep printed in tiie stubbotn clay. 
Patient they labour throQ|h the live-long day ; 
Thus through the deep their oars the Minyce drew, 
While streams of sweat their ardent limbs bedew. 
Her dieering irisit still the mom delay^U^ 951 
Yet not nnbroken lay the nightly shade. 
A tender lustre, glimillVing tiirough the sky. 
With doabtful diiwt), perpleit'd the longing eye^ 
•Twas then their vessel, sunftly dash'd along. 
Full on an island bore the weary throng, 
A station droaiy, desolate tM wild, 
The shores of Thynias by the sailors styFd ; 
Yet, desert as it was, the' o'erlabour'd band 
With joy fiitibotsteps preisVI tiie^lcoine sand. 960 

The god of day, rfetum'd from Lycia's plain, 
Appeared from &r to seek the northern train ^« 
His beaitti'ons cheeks witit yOnth hmriottal g^nt'd, 
In radiant gold his curling trfe^ses flow'd ; 
The graceful ringlets o'er eakh shoulder rov'd. 
Or floated on tlie breeze, wb^h^et* fa« mhv'd; 
His left hand wav'd a bow of silver bright, 
That in its motion glanc'd a dazzling light; 
The qalm from bis tvYy wtk defiiinda. 

And stor'd with arrows down his back descends. 970 

All nature felt the presence of the god ; 

That istand rock*d^ and teembleif , v^here he troA# 

The HyfMorMlf. 
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The groaMng deep in larger billows swefprf. 

With awe profound the race of men beiicld. 
None dar'd his radiaiit countenance survey^ 
Or meet tfiese eyes, tfaait siiot refulgent day ; 
To Pontus through the distant air he wcut, 
AU hearts ador'd, all head^ in revVence bent. 

A mute amasement long the train possess'd,- 
Then Orpheus late the \voiKrrin<;; chieti address^Jj 
^ Henceforth this isle the sacred station call 981 
Of orient Phcebns here reveal'd to all ; 
When rising dawn the midnight shadows chas'd| 
Here let his altar on the shore be plac'd^ 
To Phcebtts here perform your pious vovr^ 
With such oblations as the time allows : 
Hereafter should his favour giiar(i thi.s traiu^ 
And lead us safely to Hafemonia's plain ; 
Tlie thiijjhs of goats his alfar?? then shall find, 
Best otiVing now, an unpolluted mind/ 990 

He spake, they raised an altar's hasty pile. 
With rolling stones collected tlirou^h that isle : 
The timid fawns and mountain goats tiiey chase^ 
Nurs'd in the woodlands of that savage place. 
The hunter's toil Latona's offspring crown'd, 
The votive tliighs the double cawls sarround^ 
0*er thesi^ upon the casual altar laid, 
They pray to Pluebus, and invoke Ins aid< 
' O source illustrious of each orient ray, 
Benignant giver of the gladsome day V 1000 
in active measures round the sacred blaze 
The choir they lead, and lo Paeans raise ; 
iEagras' hallowed son amid the tlirong^ 
Tunes to the Thracian lyre melodious song: 

3S pfaabas EOM* 1^ Aootlwt mm fwr Tbemijr^ 
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* By Phoebus' shafts how monster Python feU^ 
Where steep Pamassns' rocky snroinits swell. 
Ere his smooth cheeks the youthful down display'd. 
While yet unshorn the golden tresses stcay'cL 
Oh pardon! sure thy bright and precious hair 
Flows still unshorn^ nor hand profane may daie 
To touch the sacred honouiB of the head« lOll 
Thy beauteous parent only, as they spread, 
Daughter of Oeus, may, with hands divine,. 
Approach the locks where streaming glories aiuiie^ 
Thy daughters, Plistus^% oft amid the fight, 
Corycian nymphs awak'd his infant might; 
Then lo, lo, echoed o'er tlie plain, [retain/ 
And still Apollo's hymns the' enlivening sound 
Such wastbathymii. Now ceas'd the choralstraln^ 
With due libations then the puissant traiii, lOSCN 
By solenm oath their mutual aid combined; 
One cause, one strength, and one according mind«. 
Tlie sacred things they touch d with pious bands; 
And still preserved the reverend custom stands* 
And long, in witness of their union vow'd, 
Succecduig times the fane of Concord sbow'd. 
i^aij) d by the chiefs to the benignant pow'r, 
Whose influence govern <] in that solemn hour. 

The third fair morn display d her roseate smilew 
And vigorous zephyrs bore them from that isle. 
Then opposite Sangarius they descried, luai 
On verdant plains where Mauandyni bide ; 
I'here Lycus ^ to the sea his current leada^ 
And there her stagnant lake Anthemois spreads. 
These full in view with swelling sails they pas^d 
All night continuous bowl'd the savage blast ; ^ 

3« A rivf r of Delphi. 39 A river of Pbmis;. 

^ A riv«f flouring throogh the regioa 9f Ibi MaiiiwdjraL 
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The straining timbers Vfith the whirlwind groan'd^ 
And tlu'ougli the shrouds thestormy dsenionsrooau'd. 
Aft dawn approacb'd the storm was lull'd to sleep, 
Crhdly they gain'd that Acherusian steep. lUlO 
Towering the cliffs precipiloub ari^e^ 
And safe beiow the tranquil harbour lies, 
Forward it looks to the liithynian wave-, 
Tlie rocks beneatli tlie liasldng billows lave: 
Witii growth redundant on its misty head^ 
EDormons planes their dnsky foliage spread. 
From thence a dark and hollow glen descends. 
Indented deep, and to the mainland tends ; 
The dismal cave of Orcus there is found. 
That black oerhanging rocks and woods surrounds 
With chiJling inflaence deadly vapours rise 105ft 
Unceasing from its month, and blot the skies ; 
A cold uugenial air prevails around, 
And hoaiy frosts o'erspread the sterile ground : 
Scarce, when the shafts of noontide glare are felt. 
Their icy chains witii transient mildness melt. 
No silence that tremendous region knows 
PHendly to thonght, or soft and sweet repose ; 
But toiling ever peaJs the briny vast, 
Aud howls the forest bending to the blast. 106<^ 
The months of Acheron incessant roar, 
Where, from the steep, he bellows to the shore; 
Its eastern bound, as raging in his course, ' 
He tears the gnlfy rock wifli headlong force. 
But after tinieis a different name bestow'd. 
The Soonautes^', to the deep he flow*di 
Tlieir sails Nisceaii Mei^rensians bore, 
^'kere Mariandyni held the distant shore. 

4' Tliii name dtuoist the prtstrver oi taiWrSi 
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A siielter from the tempest here they fouod. 
And hence^ the stream that appellation crown'd. 

Now passed the promontory fall in view^ 1071 
0*er the calm wave the Greeks their way pursue ) 
Then Lycus mark'd them^ ruler of that land^ 
The Mariandyni marked tlie gallant band. 
And well 'twas known, o'er that exulting plain, 
What liands the tyrant Amycus had slain ; 
Before the Minyae spread the welcome fame^ 
Pledge and assurance of a social aim. 
Round Pollux from their homes the natives flow^ 
And honours destined for the gods bestow; 1080 
In conflict with the' unjust Bebrycians tir'd. 
From wars disastrous gladly they respir'd* 
To Lyons' royal seat tiie crowd repair, 
And crown tlie banquet with reception lair : 
The son of ^on, at the royal bow^j 
In pleasing converse pass d the social hour : 
' Of Pelias* mandate, his companion's names, 
Their soft adventures with the Lemntan dames. 
How fatal error sway'd the Dolian train, 
And Cizycus fell breattiie&s on the plain. 1090 
Of great Alcides, how their band was 'reft, 
On Mysian plains by inadvertence left, 
How Glaucus op d the future to their view, 
How the Bebrycians with tlieir king they slew^ 
To Pldneus then the prompt narration roird, 
What pangs he suffered, and what fates foretold, 
How teem*d the floating rocks yfitik wild afiright, * 
The glorious vision of the god of light/ 

The tale with pleasure fiird the monarch's mind ; 
Yet much he monm'd Alctdes left behuid* 1100^ 
And thus amonsr the' assembled chiefs betcan. 

What losS| my iiiendS| is that une^naU'd man^ 
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Throuf^ perils strange to Colcfaos wbile yoa rove^i 
His puissant aid a toW^ of rtrengtti migiit prove* 
I knew hiiBj tiot by distant soiinds of fame, 
But in these lialls to Dascylus he came, 
My royal sirfe, WhM tO fab iiHde dbmaitt 
By land he pass'd from Lydia's wcaltliy plain; 
And bore triumphant, his ninth labour done, 
Th&t dangerous prise^ the wairttk'e ^irgid's £bne ; 
Fairest Hippolita^* that trophy owhy ; 1111 
Thedo#n of mauhoodscarc^ ttiy ciieekshad cro wn'd. 
Ttiere for niy brother PliolaUs, slaiu 
In hardy conflict with the Mysian traiti, 
A youth yet motlnfd by all the native throng. 
In warbled dirge, atid elegiac song, 
The games were held. Tlie cestus arm'd his hand ; 
And litias sunk extended on the sand, 
A mighty man in strength and manly grace, 
Superior to tlie heroes of his race. 1120 
The vietor's gauntlets were with blood imbru'd, 
The shattered teeth v^ere oil the ground bisstteWd. 
He to my father's sway the Mysians brought, 
The bordering Pbryf^ans were subjection taught t 
And all that region ttie Bithyniatis till, ' 
To Rheba's current and Colonc's liill. 
From Pelops sprung the Paphlagonian yields, 
Where deep Bilteus dashes round Uie fields* 
But when Alcides was remov'd from sight. 
Fierce Amycns, injurious in his might, 1130 
The savage tyrant of a savage bitod. 
With cruel inroad Vei'd our peaceful land, 

4* Queen of the AniazoM. 

43 Rbeba, otherwise calied Rhesoi 6t Rbebui, a riter of 
BiUiy olft, f tlUag into Uie &aam wu. 
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And mdo encroachments ; and the ravage spread^ 
Where Hypius steals^ through many a grassy mead# 

But^ valiant chiefs^ ye have areng'd our wrongs 
On that oppressor and lus bmtal throngs : 
Thee, Pollnxy to the fight some god impeU'd^ 
And aid divine the dire opponent queird. 
For these inestiniable acts receive 
The best rettiro, a grateful heart can give ; 1140 
Such as the feeble to tlie mighty owe, 
Wh^re thanks and praise are all they can bestow* 
Yet more, my son, my Dascylns I send. 
To guide your progress and your wish attend. 
While be is present, in these seas ye find 
£ach prompt assistance of the friendly mind. 
From all whose shores our Euxiue billows lave, 
Ev'n where Thermodon mingles with the wave* 
A tribute to this band in common paid, 
Since all in common lent tlieir timely aid ; 1150 
But from our hands these godhke brotiiers claim 
Peculiar gratitude, peculiar 6me« 
Where Achenisian cliffs insult the skies. 
To speak my gratitude a fane shall rise i 
As future mariners their course pursue. 
With hallow'd awe that structure shall they view. 
I to the youths, as guardian powV's divine. 
The fertile space without our walls assign.* 
Thus throui^h the night their converse they 
prolong d, 

With dawn returning to theship they throng'd. 1160 
Lycus was there, with gifts uncounted fraught. 
And from the regal dome his offipring brought* 
Now hurries on tiie mouniftd doom that waits 
The son of Abas, skUrd to read the fates ; 
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Gould wretched man avoid those ills he sees^ 
Or prescience overmle what Heav'n decrees I 
His hour was come ; for, where the river spreads^ 
In stagnant marshes^ o'er the grassy meads^ 
Hie tnsky boar, tremendoos monster, bides, 
And bathes liis limbs, and cools bis bristly sides.1170 
Fear'd e'en by water iqrmphs^ to man nnknown^ 
Amid tbe^ extmded marsh he rei^*d alone. 
Where the green banks in swelling hillocks grow^ 
And choked with mud^ the river scarce can flow, 
Down the declivity as Idmon ran, 
The* impetuons foe assail'd the' incautious man. 
As hid among the loAy reeds he lay. 
Hie time he watcVd, and msh'd npon tlie prey. 
He tore the tliigb, he snapp'd the uerve and bone ; 
The son of Aim, with a dreadful groan, 1180 
That pierc'd each heart, fell bleedingon the ground ; 
Loud shouts of anguish from his comrades sound. 
As backward to his marsh the monster flew, 
With erring haste the javelin Peleus threw, ' 
Around the savage tum'd, to seek his foe ; 
From Idas' hand he feels the deadly blow ; 
He grinds his tosks, and writhes around the lauce, 
The Minyte to their wounded friend advance. 
They leave the monstw weltering in his gore. 
And bear the son of Abas ^ to the shore, 1190 
Convulsive sobbing in the pangs of deatii^ 
And soon within their arms he yields his breath* 

Care of the voyage flies the general mind. 
And every thought is to tlie dead confined. 
Tluree days, continual days, the dead they moum'd ; 
The fourth with solemn pomp the cone inorn'd ; 

44 idmoa* 
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And royal Ly^u^ vnih his subject tvain^ 

Attend t^e fiiiRval hteA I^moii sIaio ; 

Full many a victim to his ixi^mojry bled. 

And high they, re^^d the niQU|i4» widfly^n^read. 

And fttiU that monoment U» iiiEie^^ 1101. 

The sailor sees it as be ploughs the deep3 i 

An oUve trook oppo th^ §iipimit plac'd> 

Ev'n now i^mam ^vith Terdaiit fotti|g.e gfSBxS^ 

Near to that Acheru^ian bill it lies ; 

Andy if the b^d WS i|pf^k ^it^oui disg|^4e| 

'taught by the mnso^ 4p<)^X voice div^Qe» 

Wam'd the Basotian and Nisa^an line. 

When to that shore they came with solemn rite, 

To win protection from th9. parted vrite, 1910 

Hiniy as their tutelary pow'r to call, 

And round tb9,t olive dra\(. intended walL 

Mistsiken vua tokvost v£ v^gaiu) 

From them awaited that jlilolian bard ; 

No solemi^ rites departed IMinpff 

The* ei^oneom hononis AMmf^^tor ^mtfn'd. 

But why that groan ? another hero lost, 
With general sorrow fiil^ as§ei|^bled.hQ%t« 
Oh aayt for whom itie s^d aopuichiai toil? 
Say, to whose memory swells the rising soil? 
Still side by side the verdant n^ounds a[2p^, 
And tell tbat mighty men lie bnried th^re. 

The son of Aguius here^^, 'tis said, repos'd, 
Ilere aiihis w^andVings thro' the deep^t^e; cloft'^ 
While tiie laf^t litei^ the hand ta ^mm &^tf 
A transient sickne^ss swept hini to the ^rave« 
His Im y^litk smgHlsh eve 17 buMOW thriird, 

y^hm lum the iwti^Ml «QI«% wm 

4s IlityiUdMiiiiidciMihtom^ ^np^ 
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In mate de&pair, with downcast ejes, ibe M^in 
Sat motionless beside the toiling main. 1.330 
Absorl) (l in ^riefy upon their los^ tliey dwelt, 
Nor care of lood, nor gangs of tlur§t they felt: 
His skill essential to ^eir safety seem d. 
And lost with him their hopes of home they decmVl. 

But Juno mark'd their sufi tings, and poss^^'d 
With wondrous daruig strong Ancapus' breast 
Where Imbrasiis descends to meet the w^ve. 
To Neptune him Astypalea gave. 
Sapremely skill'd the laboring bark to gnid^. 
To Peleiis thus with eagerness lie cried : l^^O 
* Why, sou of iEacns, desert oui* toil^ 
And sit desponding on a foreign soil i 
Think me not chiefly excellent in war, 
Me, whom from Samos Jason leads so tar. 
Not with sncb skill I grasp the lance and shield, 
As sliips I govern in the wiit ry field. 
Why shQaid otn band the future voyage fear ? 
Fall many a skilAil mariner is here ; 
Tlie helm let any of that number keep, 
From danger free we navi|rate the deep/ 1260 
' Htswordswithtrar^sportfiird the warrior's breast; 
His bold companions soon the chief address'4 : 
^ Why, comrade, cherish unavailing grief? 
Complaints and tears afford us no relief* 
Though j?reat our loss, yet this advent'rons hvad 
May glpry still in many a pilot s hand. 
Ko more the time in lamentaticms ^asta^ 
Rouse to yoiu" tasks, and ( n tUe voyage bsiste.' 

* Wli^e, Peleus,' Jason cried, with doubtful mind, 

^ Where. sbiU our Imd tb«$e, t)owt9d pilpto fyid i 

* 

47 FsiiW. - 
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Tor blackest omens with despondence fill 1261 

Those, whom we late extoli*d for naval skilL 
My heart presages some disastrous doom^ 
With those that sleep already in the tomb. 
If Heav'n's decree withholds us from the plains^ 
A nd stately walls^ where fierce iSetes reigns , 
If this devoted triin shall pass no more 
The floating rocks, or view the Grecian shore ; 
In dark oblivion sunk^ and lost to praise^ 
Here shall we pine an useless length of days/ 

He ceas*d ; Anca^ns easterly replied, 1271 
And offered through the deep their ship to gnide# 
Some powV divine impeU'd. The' importaiit task 
Erf^inus, Nauplins, and Eiiphemus ask. 
The crowd repeird their claim. The general voice 
Pronounced Ancaeos object of their choice. 

Now the twelfth morn displayed her radiance fair, 
Tiic' assembled Minyae to their ship repair. 
Full in their stem loud sang the western blast. 
And Acheron with oars they swiftly pass'd. 1280 
The breeze they trust, the canvas wide display^ 
And cut with swelling sails their tranquil way. 
Now, passed Callichorns, they swiftly drove, 
Where fable sings, of old, the son of Jove, * 
Nyseian calPd from tribes of Indian strain, 
Triumphant turning to the Tlieban plain. 
Performed iiis orgies as he pass'd along, 
And round the cavern led the choral throng, 
(The cheerless cavern of unbroken night 
Where slept the god) amid the hallow'd rite. 1299 
The natives benee impos'd that river'a name ; 
Hence to the cave its appellation earned*. ^ 

^ Cal1le1iorof.-»ftoBi two Grak wofdi. 
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And now the beach the stately taiirow showf^ 
Where the remains of Sthenelus repose. 
Alcides led hia yoatbful steps from far^ 
With Amazons to wage advenfrms war; 
Returning, here the' untimely doom he bore^ 
An arrow pierc'd him on the fatal shore. 
Ere from that spot the Grecian vessel Bed, 
Persephone, fair empress of the dead, 1300 
(The warrior's monrnfiil prayV such pity mov'd) 
Anxious to greet the native bands he loVd, 
Allowed tlie shade from Stygian gloom to rise. 
With those dear objects to rejoice his eyes. 
High on the sonimit of his tomb he stood. 
And view'd the vessel dancing o'er tlie flood; 
Such as in life appealed the' iliustrions sbade^ 
In beauty stern^ in panoply array*d. 
His gracefol head a radiant hehnet press'd^ 
Tbd €one of poi^le wav'd a fourfold cr^. 131^0 
Short space conspicnous, hovering o'er his tomb. 
He sunk — ^he vanished, in eternal gloom. 

The band with fear that awful vision fiU'd, 
When Mopsua thus (to read the future skilPd): 
^ Repair to land ^ and let the' adventurous train 
A warrior^s favour with Ubations gain^ 
Contracted round the mast the sails they di^ew. 
And to the shove tenacious cables tlirew; 
Then, bnsied on the land, the tomb around^ 
They poured libations^and the victims crownM^lSaO 
Such victims as the reahns ol night demand, 
And bum 'tii€ir entrails with rei^ious hand» 
But, far apart from the funereal rite, 
TTiey place an altar to the god of light, 
Whose cheering influence mariners desire. 
And bum the victims on the hallowed pyre. 
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His iyre upon that altar Orphens plac'd ; 
Tbe r^OB hence the name of I^ra grac d. 

Now, calling them fipom laod^ the bre^ prevails ; 
Embai kingjfrom the yard they spread the sails. 1330 
The ship impetuous hurried through the deepa^ 
Swift as through liquid air the ftteon ftweepa^ 
When, to the breexc resigned, from high she spriuga^ 
And darts nnmoving on her levellld wings^ 
Where to the shore Bvthemoa smnotk d^seendat 
Gentlest of streams, her course the vessel bends. 
Oft will the virgin Artemis repair^ 
With steps delighted, to those walMa Ain. 
Here bathes the huntress, when the chase she flies, 
And hastes to join the banquet of the skies^. 1S40 
All day, untir'djby Sesaimis they s^eer, 
Wliere Eruthinian hills their summits rear ; 
Then pass'd Oobialus and Cromnas stood^ 
And dark Cy torus *^.crown'd withtwairitog .w»«L 
When morning now began to dart her ray, 
Around Carambis they pursued their way j 
Assiduous at their oars the hardy band 
Impeird the vessel past a length of strand ; 
Ail day, and tbe succeeding night, they toil. 
And soon their raboniareach the* Aasyriansoil* 1U%. 

There Jove tlie daughter of Asopus plae'd. 
With chastity inviolable grac'd, 
Sinope from the god she won, witbartp 
Tliat gift unfriendly to the* enamoiu'd heart. 
The fair deceiver cried, ' Ahnighty Jove, 
My wish perform, and Iretoro ttqe love/ 

49 Crobialiis— Crorona* The former a city of F^pUagonia* 

50 See Virgil— Undantcm buxo Cytornm. 

51 Sinope^ a citj oi FoiiluA« Ihe birtb-pUce of Dic^^ties 
Uia^iiic. 
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The god assented. At her loiFW*i liaucU^ 

Yirginilgr the craiVf maid demands* 

With equl avt ske modi'd Apollo's flinsi 

And nnpolluted kept a virgki's name. 1360 

Her io?ein vain the river Halgrt tried ^ 

Nor god nor mortal worn ibr«'brido»* 

Here still abode three warrioi s, brave and yonng^ 

From fam'd Deimacfam in Tricca •{mmfy 

Deileon, Phlogios, Bottmknovm (o imiO| 

With bold Antolycus, no vulgar name: 

In eziie here tliey were content to bidei 

Sinee first tfaey left the godllko hora^ side ; 

With much-enduring Hercnles, from far 
They came^ to stuwe that AmaMnian war^ 1^70 
When now the welcome aUp- appeaiM yvimf 
With eager footsteps to the beach they flcw j 
They hail the Minyae^ as they j^ain tbe^ihore^ 
Their names, their leaderiyVtid their eoorseescplore* 
These known, they wish no longer to l*emain^ 
Bat haste on board to join the-gaUant tinm ; 
Londi^ and loodar soimds the vraatern tiast, 
The month of Halys in their course ttiey pass'd; 
And Iris, as their gliding coarse they hold. 
Is pasa^d^ a n^l^lMmr stream to Ralys voll'd^ 1S89 
Tbey pass Assyria with alluvions fed. 
Encroaching stiU on oceail'4 oosy bed« 

Now, witii aeireoitvride, they compass'd toond 
The cliffi of Amazons, where ports abound ; 
here by ^stratagem detain'd 





1)1 


1 





Daughter of Mars, and as a ransom bore 
The Taried girdle that her sister wore« 

Hlppolyta wai qneen of the AiRMSont^ snd IfelAnipps 
her listen 
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Hippoly ta the precious trophy paid. 

And from the chief received the captive maid. 1S90 

A harbour there Thermodon's outlet forms, 

A welcome refuge from the raging storms ; 

No river can with this resemblance boas^ 

Roird through sucli numerous ehannels to the coasts 

Let four be added from its fruitful head. 

An hundred streams affiliated spread ; 

From mountains high the parent spring distils. 

That talee the name of Amazqnito hills. 

One channel first the dovmward current bmds^ 

Ere yet resistance in his course he finds ; 1400 

But uplands soon, to thwart his progress sweU^ 

And hills opposed the backward flood repel; 

Then as the sloping ground affords a way. 

Now here, now there, the winding currents stray ; 

Some near, some distant, in meanders ereep,^ 

Some perish nameless ere they gain the deep; 

A few their parent to the main attend,^ 

The winding shore where Eoxine billows rend. 

There, tho' the bands from storms a shelter found^ 
They bode reluctant near that hostile gpnmdr 14I4> 
With warlike Amazons, their longer stay 
Brings fierce contention, and no bloodless fray* 
Those plains they held, a race inur'd to strife, 
The foes of civil rights and social life; 
For cruel injuries their cares engage, 
And wrongs they perpetrate, and wars they mBgjtm 
Them to the warrior god Harmonta bore, 
And from their sire descends the thirst of gore ; 
The* Acmonian sliades beheld the fierce embrace. 
That fiird the region with a martial race* 1 4ia 

Again the Zephyre blew, by Jove's command^ 
And bade them leave that inauspicious land ; 
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Else Tbeniiscyra soou, witli rude alarms^ 
Had seen the* assembled Amazons in arms ; 
For, not combin'd wittin one wall they bide^ 
A threefold tribe, the region tliey divide. 
Hippoly ta beneatii ber warlike reign 
Held Tbemiscyra with the sobject plain ; 
From seats remote Lycastian troops advance. 
And bold Chadesiana, train'd to wield the lance* 
Anoflier day, another night had rolN, 1431 
Hie land of Chalybes they now behold. 
To them nor vme nor orchard plant is dear, 
The glebe they torn not witfi the patient steer; 
Nor bleating ilocks iu dewy meadows feed^ 
Severer toils employ tliat hardy breed ; 
Their sinewy arms earth's inmost entrails feel, 
From stubborn clods tliey force the tempered steel j 
Their food tbey win from unproductive soil, 
And never mom allows repose from toil ; 1440 
While black and grim with smoke, with ashes blear, 
Thronf^ ceaseless labour painful life they bear. 

Then sailing round the cape that tow'rs above, 
Grac'd with the name of Genetoean Jove ; 
Advandng in their course, the' adventlrous ban4 
Were home along the Tibarenian land. 
Among that race strange usages they find, 
Imrerting all the customs of mankind : 
When to the light their infant oflfepring rise, 
The husbands utter groans and piercing cries 1460 
Witt many a bandage buid the drooping head, 
And helpless sink upon tlie sickly bed : 
The wives for them the choicest food prepare, 
And baths adapted for the teeming &ir, 

^3 A city and diitrict beiooglog to the Amazo^i^ .-^ 
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A region then tliey pass'd, and sacred hill^ 
Where, to w*rs of wood the Mossynsei tiU ; 
In stages high they the wooden fnme. 
And from the' abodes the people take tiieir nwde 
Far diff 'rent institutes their conduct wm^p 
From all the rules that cooimon men obey } 14611 
The pubUc ot^ects we are wont to treat 
In the wide fomntwd the* cix^wded atneetf 
.With strange and studied.secreey they veil^ 
And deep in privacies of home conceal. 

What native inatinctih and the voice of fiuBQt 
From pubUc view discard as acts. of ahamei 
Uacheck'd 4ad3han)ele$s as those herds that^gnM&ff 
Snch they perform in the mendiaQ bta«e* 
Unknown to them the reverential awe. 
That in a bro tiler's .^ye can read the Jaw; 447t) 
Nor luting hanBOoie39 of kindnad miii4t 
Nor contt'i^cts firm in wedded union Innd ; 
The public way 9 the meadawy4nd the grove, 
Are all the scenes of base promiicuoos iawm 
Within tlie highest tow'r the king resides, 
An l equal justice for tiie crowd provides* 
Woe to the aovereign 1 shouht bis erring Moae 
Pervert the right, or partial law dispense ; 

His veufli^ut sulvects dose biw in his tow'Cf 

Till pining iiiniiBe brings the mortal hour. 1480 

This region pass'd, all day they plied ttelr oavs, 
While KK^v tliem lay Aretias' sea-girt shores ; 
(The breeze had bmguish'd the preeeduig oigbO 
On high the bird of Mars pursued his flight. 
An inmate of that isie through air he springs. 
And o'er the rapid vewei shakes Jiis mq|i : 

^ Mot'yni and i^Ums. Twa Gr^ woriU ar corrcspoodisc 
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Then shot a ftather, pointed M a dart; 

Oileus' dieulder felt the sudden smart : 

His oar fell idle from his powerless baud ; 

Amaze and terror filM the gazing band^ 1490 

At such a weapon rushing from on high, 

At 8w)i a foe swpended in the uky. 

Then Eribotes, from his station near. 

Arose, with pity filPd wid mingled fear* 

His friaid^B relief employs Im tender skill, 

His gentle hands extract the fhather'd ill ; 

Then from the 8heath liis baldric he unbonnd, 

A Ugatnffr to close the gaping wound. 

But now, pursuing bis eompanion's flight, 

A second bird attracts their woiid'nng sight iSM 
'iBainst bim, with steady aim, the bow was bent, 

The son of Emrytos " an arrow sent ; 

Nor sent in vain. The 6ying death he feels ; 
*And round, in many a dizzy circle, wheels. 

Then near them falls. The aon of Aleiis broke 

The general silence, and the crowd bespoke: 
^ The' eitpected isle, Aretias, lies lull near i 

These birds andonbted harbingers appear. 

How shall our band this hateful tribe assail ? 

Onr stock of arrows in tlie* assault must fail. 1510 

L,et pfodence, then, combine her aiding hand; 
If there, as Phineus bids, we mean to land. 
When great Aleides^ on Arcadia's soil, 
• Pursued the progress of his glorions toil. 
From fair Stymphalus' wide expanse, to chase 
The brooding Plotdes ^\ pernicious race, 

SS ClytlQi* AmphidamM- 

S7 A city (Jf 'Xrc**!!*, conttpious to a lake which bors Uie 

tame name. 

$8 Krds of uie lake SiymphfioB. 
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Most foul and hateful of the plumy kind, 
I saw the cbief« His quiver he resagn'd; 
His statioD on a lofty rock he took. 
His miphty hands the brazen cymbals shook. 15f0 
Far tied tliie brood abhorr'di on soimding wings. 
And darkened air urith screams of terror rings, 
I speak with past experience for my guide. 
Some apt expedient let us now provide ; 
While crested belmets every head defend^ 
To row, by turns, let half our number bend; 
Half from the d^ck the burnished shield display^ 
And shake the lante to scare the foes away. * 
All, at one instant, raise terrific cries, 1529 
Tlie' unwonted clamoors shall the brood surprise; 
The voice^ the nodding crest, the brandish d spear. 
Shall daunt the swarms with salutary fear; 
And when that isle receives our gallant crnr, 
Then clash your shields, y oar clamours then renew/ 

He cecis*d ; the counsel just applauses found, 
And all their heads with brazen helmets crovm'd^ 
Terrific splendour; and with purple glow'd * 
The crests, that nodded as by turns they row'd. 
Some on th£ deck the spear and shield CKtend, 
A warlike roof, the vessel to defend ; 1540 
As when tlie roof of tiles some builder forms. 
At onqe an Ornament and shade from storms ; 
Adapted each to each, in ordered rows, [close. 
The shields to shields, and spears to speara they 
Ajid such the din, as when with hostile rage 
Conflicting myriads fhrions battle wage ; 
'i he clamours filFd the air, while distant fjar. 
No bird as yet perceiv'd that show of fW; 
But wheA approaching that infested ground, 
1 heir shields th^^y clasU'dwjth» terrific sound j U5a 
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Jn clouds on clouds the hateful birds arise, 
And scatter far and wide with piercing cries. 
As o er some city when SatnrniaD Jove 
Drives hail in storms, loud pattering from above j 
Oer the broad roofs, along the spacious waUS| 
The shivered clcmd in deafening volley falls ; 
The populace survey the' ethereal arch, 
And m the blackness see the tempest march; 
Each door and avrane with caution bar^ 
And shun appalVd tliat elemental war ; 1560 
Thos clonds of feathers on their bucklers fell } 
Their bucklers thus the sounding storm repel. 

But why should Phineus send the godlike band 
To snch a welcome, and a desert land ? 
What gain allures? what pleasnrea may redound F 
The sons of Phryxos on that isle they found* 
From JEa, where the rule iEetes bore, 
A ship of Colchos seeks their native shore. 
A dying father's last commands to keep, 
They launch the vessel, and they plough the deep i 
To gain the treasures, which, a countless hoardyl571 
His mansion held, for his descendants stor'd. 
niat day their puonace near Aretias^^pa^s'd, 
As Jove from high impell'd the northern blast; 
When moist Arctonis, rising, in his train. 
Brings the chill tempest, and the drifted rain* 
By day, the breeze along the forest strays, 
And shak^ the boughs, and with the foliage plays: 
By nigbt, ascending witli collected force^ 
He swells the billows in his howling course ; 1680 
A settled gloom the face of Heav'n invades, 
And not a star can pierce the brooding shades. . 

59 This island had its name from a uympb^ an aUendaut op 
fi9ath who iahal^ted lit 
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Drench*-d with the beating raia^ and dashing waves. 
And tois'd^t randoiBy as the wfairlwinil lafes. 
The sons of Phryxws see the billows rise, 
And near perdition glares before their eyes. 
The mast gim way; the sail, to fragments tor% 
Flies scatterHiy on the shrieking tempest borne. 
The' infuriate wave with sway resistless darts^ 
And strikes the bark-^die bark asunder parts. 1590 
Then, sudden, by divine snsrio^estion taught, 
A mighty beam the sons of Fhryxus caught. 
As brac*d with spikes the wreck lay floating roniML 
Here clung the brothers ; and their safety found. 
Tlie winds and billows, from impauding death, 
Waft to that isle tiieir poor remains of breath. 

Now burst the clouds in deluges of rain, 
Botii on that isle and the surrounding main. 
0*er isle and cotitinent the torrents fly, 
Regions, that opposite Aretias lie ; 1600 
0*er isle and continent, whatever place 
:The Messynssei hold, injucions raee. 
Now the strong impulse of the billows bore 
That timber, with the brothecs to the shore. 
They landed in the deepest gloom ef night. 
The rainy torrents fled the dawning light. 

To meet the strangers, as the Minye ran. 
In plamtive accents Argus ^ thns b^aa: 

* By Jove all-seeing, hear the suppliant s pray*r, 
Whatever race of mortal men ye ai'e i 1610 
The howling tempests that the billows sweep 
Have dash'd our bark in fragments o'er the deep« 
Where sunk in sorrows, and witii want oppress'd^ 
We lale embarkU OhI let the generous breast 

^ ThiA Ai^wuoiieoltbefcmr brothcrii attdiasitbS dk* 
atifylslied from him mho taiM with Ihs Mlajfs. 
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With pity hear the suflfriog brothers ery ; 

And humblest raiment to their want supply^ 

Equal in birth and waes^ an hapless train^ 

We reap onr ead iaberitaoM^f pain* 

In ns, your brethren, your companions know; 

Since boro of women^ ail are bom to woe. 1#20 

To hospitable Jove are snpplianta dear, 

His chosen care — in us, the God revere* 

Mercy to man regard to Ueav'n may prove^ 

And pitying tears are offerings wofthy Jove* 

For Jove maintains the hospitable tie, 

And o'er the stranger casts a guardian eye.* 

Him Jason qoestioiis, with a prudent aim^ 
For Phineus' sayings his attention claim. 
And near completion seraL-*^^ Whatever the mind 
Benevolent performs, «xpeet to find. 1630 
What country, say, was erst yonr dwelling place? 
Say^ what distresses o'er the billows chase i 
What names ye bear, with verity disclose, 
And whence the lineage of your father^s flows/ 

Perplcx'd with misery, Argus thus replied : 
^^tom land to land the fime has travelN-wide^ 
How Phryxus, sprung from iEolus of yore, 
Exchanged bis native land for <£a*s shore, 
To you weU'known« — The ram, with golden fleece. 
Conveyed the* ilhistrious fugitive from Greece. 16^0 
Still to be seen the trophied fleece remains ; 
A Jbraaehing oak the preoions freight sustains. 
When, pass d the perils of tlie deep, he gain'd 
The distant regions, where i£ete8 reign' d ; 
The ram, that bore him safely o^er the tide^ 
At once the prophet and the victim died. 
Victim to Jove, the guardian of bia Ay^bt 

JEetd tfaep, vrith l|ospit«hlc litat 
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Within his stately ^I'alls receiv'd tiie guest^ 
Close to himself by bonds of marriage press^d^ 1650 
Cbalciope his daughter fair foestow'd^ 
And pave the maid unask'd and nncndow'd 
(Nor powY nor wealth the naked stranger brought) 
The bond of love, the pledge of friendly thought* 
Their children we— our sire, by years oppress'd^ 
Within Petes' palaee sunk to rest. 
We sdil'd, obedient to his last desire, 
To seek the wealth of AthamaSy his sire, 
Stored in Orchomenus. But, would ye hear 
Tlie names t.;at I and these my brethren bear, 
Your aid with Ar|;us, Cytisorus claims, 1661 
Melas and Phrontis. All ill-fated names.' 

Heceas'd : this meeting charmed the general breast, 
All with affection round tiie strangers press'd ; 
And gaz'd upon them, witli admiring eyes, 
lu language apt while Jason thus replies : 
* Muci) pitied jouths, ye find amid this band, 
Nor soul averse, nor nnperforming hand. 
In double right oiu* aid must be supplied, 
Brothers in sufferings and in blood allied. 1670 
Third jiu descent from Athamas ye spring, 
And I my parentage from Cretheus bring. 
At equal distance, from a common sire, 
Through tliem we catch the sparks of vital fire. 
I seek the rej»ion where -ffiet^s sways, 
With tliese, my friends — but tliis for future di^. 
Now, take such raiment as your plight demands, 
And thjink the Gods that sent you to our hand&»' 

He .ceased, and garments from the ressel gave. 
To clo U|e their members shivering from the waye. 

Unendowed. Tor, by the cnsfom of those limes, j^ie 
^wry wai not glvea by the wife, bat psid by tbe hoibaiid. 
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With hasty step the sluine of Mars they soughtyl681 
And consecrated Hocka for otiTriug brought ; 
Around his altar crowd uii eager tram; 
Of stones unhewn^ it stood without the fane; 
Within^ by barbarous worship long rcver 
A shapeless symbol of the God appeared. 
Deep fi&'d a black and massy column stands^ 
Address'd with vows by Amazonian bands. 
Nor sheepy nor oxen^ to tlie fane tiiey drivc^ 
Nor common entrails to the flames they give ^ 1690> 
But stall-fed horses, that ferocious race 
In morsels cut, and on tlieir altars place. 

The rites perform'd^ the banquet held its place. 
And all the train the calls of hunger chase« 
When Jason thus: ^ The' all-seeing eyes of Jove^ 
The deeds of mortals ponder from above } 
The good and just are his peculiar care, 
And never jdiould the virtuous man despair ; 
He snatch'd your father from a stepdame's wrath^ 
And strewed vrith booadlesswealtbhis Avour d path. 
And you, his progeny belov'd, lie keeps 1701 
Unharm'd by tempests, and the mging deeps^ 
On your desires behold our vessel wait ; 
Embark with freedom, and pursue your fate. 
To Colchos steer, or mansions of your line 
In Pthian seats, Orchomenus divuier 
Our ship is hallow d : for Minerva's hand 
The timber hew'd, and fashion'd for our ban J,r 
The sacred oaks from Pelion's sunnnit came; 
And, tangfat by PlOks, Argns join'd the frame. 
Your vessel yielded to the waves and wind, 1711 
But greater dangers yet remain behind ; 
Hie narrow stnut, where floating rocks are fouad^ 
That clash incessant with trcmt ndous sound. 
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Alike with you we leek'theOfeoita^laill*; 
But aid us first the golden fleece to gain ; 
And guide oor couiset Obtetions staaM be f^AAp* 
Willi Mlemii riteete Motteyottr Mhei^ iMMu 
The vengeance then of angry Jove may ceese^ 
And leave the aona of JBolus in peaee/ 17t9* 

He paiia*d{ end terror sefaUIhe kMMr'i ftmKl| 
Who knew JEetes formed of sternest kind* 
To bear away from him the fleeee efgeld^ 
Appeared a task that might appal the^ld } 
Solicitous to shun that rash emprieef 
In terms dissuasive. Ai^thns repliesi 

^ O friendsywheneta* tfM^emerge&cesheltf teqnitey 
Our feeble aid shall second your desire. 
Bet Celchoel how thetlmugltt widi teif er ehiUel 
Such savage omelty iEetes fills I 1791^ 
He boasts his lineage from the god of day^ 
And countless aie the tnbes that ewii his &m^^ 
In dreadful voice^ in strength atHl warlike pridt^ 
He dares to vie with Mars the homicide. 
The guardian monster let yonr eyee liefaeldy 
And then.aspire to win tiie fleece of gold! 
A serpent vast, exempt from death and sleepy 
Produced by ewth on the CamasiMipStM[^ 
Where black the Typhaonfam^^ rocks arise^ 
And thunderstruck enormous Typhon lies. 
His impious hnnds were raissd^ with madding iMf 
And on his head descends the' eternal £fe^ 
Warm^ smoking from the wound the gore distil^ 
To Nyssa^e pfannshe fled^ and risteg IttUs ) 

^* T^phoo itnick and wounded by ibc Ihtuider of Jopileri 
«tme la tbSC plight to Syria, thence to the regioiii about r^W- 
•Itini, in^ Egypt, ttill pursiw.^ by Jove. 
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There chained in iron sleep, no more t0 wake^ 
tie rolls ; and o'er him spreads the vast Serbonian 
lake.' 

He ceas'd ; and paleness on each visage dwelt^ 

For all tkc^ terrors of that conflict felt^ 

Bot Peleiis thasiualmrdy speeeb addrefi»'4t 

* O friend, expel despondence from thy breast ; 1750 

Nor strength we want^ nor skill in war's alarms^ 

With fiafee-^fietes to eontend in aim^ 

What,, though from gods he draws his vaunted lint/ 

We too can boast an. origin divine. 

Let him the fleece cimeede ; or iMiply, vatii| 

His lieavenly lineage, and his subject train/ 

Thus speech alternate wing'd away the hour ; 
The banquet done, they yield to slumber^ pow^# 
The morn vnth rising gales dispers'd their sleep, 
And gentle murmurs caird them to the deep^ 1760 
They rais'd th^sattoy the cums caught the vnad,' 
And soon they left that isle of Mars behind. 
The night succeeding, with propitious blast 
Along the shores of Philyra^^ they passU 
There, Chronus, eldest progeny of Hcav'n, 
. To thine em bracci fair Philyra, was giv'n; 
When firom Olympus tfiou the Titans sway'd^ 
And Jove was in tlie Cretan cavern laid 1 
There, the Curetes, iiird with pious fears, 
NTfttrfd tiieyoungsov'reign of thestarry spheres^? 7U 
Though studious to witlidraw from Rhea's eye,. 
What arts the glance of jealousy may fly ? 
The' oihoded wift smytisid theur guUty loves^ 
Chang'd to a horse the conscious husbwd roVei. 

An island to called from Philyra^ the daughter of Oceeiuus, 
who had m aaumr with Saturn. 
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Through shame^ the iiyinph^ fair daughter of thft 
' main, 

Forsook the favourite scat, the native plain ; 
The lofty mountains of Pelasgia sou^t^ 
A ml there to birth a monstrous ofispring broi^liti 
In origin, part bestial, part divine, 
He bore resemblance of the mingled line. 1780 
The legion of Macrones they survey, 
And plains immense^ where the Bechiri sway. 
These, in their voyage, pass'd^ the shores they trace^ 
Where the Sapirians dwells a lawless race. 
Still onward borne by the propitious blast. 
They ploughed the deep, and the Byzeres pass'dj 
. Its ample bay the Colchian shore reveals, - 
And Caueasus bis head in Heaven conceab. 
There 'mid the rocky crags that rise around. 
With brazendiackles was Prometheus bound ; 1799 
His vitals are the iamish'd eagle s fuod, 
Still, still devour'd^ and evermore renewed ; 
Still the dire feast the bird of earoage brmgs, 
To dip the beak in gore, and flap the wings« 
That eve they saw him, by the twilif^t pate. 
At first beneath the clouds he seem'd to sail. 
They beard tiim scream terrific as he pass'd^ 
Witli leveird pinions o^er the lofty mastr 
Their canvas fluttered as his plumage moves, 
Mo bird he seems that field aerial roves ; IfltiC^ 
But, like some vessel, borne by sail and oars. 
Ample and dark, with steady flight he soaia. 
Ob ! soon they hear most lamentable sonndiv 
With shrieks of torture all the air resounds. 
Canst thou, O wretcb, withdraw the' accnstom'd 

feast? 

What hope i what means to shun the direful guest? 
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^1 from the cliffs returning, gorg'd with food, 
Slowly he Mib, distilling drops of blood. 
While night {Mvail'di by Ai^^ taught^ they 
foQnd 

llienmatlBYvf Phasisyaiid theC4>lcU bomid;l8l0 

•The saife and yarda within their places stor'd, 
And hud the' incliDing mast along the board \ 
With oars the mighty cofreot they ascend 
That gurgles hoarse, and to the stroke they bcnd» 
The rocl^ of Dracasusy that meet the sky. 
And Scythian iEa^^, on the left hand lie ; 
The plains of Mars were on the right display'd^ 
And consecrated groves with horria shade. 
The guardian serpent there, that hevter slept. 
The fleec6> suspended 'mid the foliage^ kept 1820 
In Jason's hand the golden goblet flam'd, 
With awful rev'rence many a pow'r he nam'd^ 
libations pure were on the stream bestow'd^ 
And next for Eakrth tlie raCy Vintage flowed ; 
Then to tiie deities that haunt the soil, 
And shades of heroes freed from mortal toil ; 
^ Hail, native pow'rs 1 propitious be the straml^ 
tn safety guard us as ye guard the land/ 
Anc^Bus then — ^ Behold the Colchian plains, 
And Pliasis ^ reach'd : what counsel now remams^ 



^4 Kol the builder of the ship, btit the son of PliiyjU]is> 
>vho» by Us locsl koowledg^t ooold beit jpUot ilieni. 

^ the eafkital of ColchU it die tltne af the Argotmutii 
crpeditlon, was on the Pbaais, about iifteeo miles from tlii 
£oicine sea. 

^ This river riaes on Moant Csacafliis, and flows from north 
to aoatbt as appears from the map of Mingrelia or Colcbili 
la ThcTcnot'k Golltetioo, and Sir John Chardia^ ascoaat of 
thrcoaatfy* 

VOL* I, It 
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Thiiiky witb iBetes^ how we nay prevail ; 1830 
How soothe with art, or witb snceess assaiL' 
He ceas'd — as Argus bitb, the' heroic race 
la the 'mid stream their ship at anchor place. 
The trees above vmve gloomy o'er 1l«r heada ; 
Below, the stream its stagnant water spreads. 
They court the gifts of sfaimber throuf^ the nighty 
And bail witit gladness the returniog light 
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ABXyUMENT. 

JUNO and Minerva, having consulted together how they may 
best aid the Argonaots in their enterprise, resolve to apply to 
Venus.— r hey peraaade her to aend Copid to inspire Medea 
with love for Jasoiu— *Tli«t hero^ with ihe aoDS of Fhiyzost 
proentlng hlnuelf before JBecet, demaiidt of Min the i;oldeii 
fleece.— The monarchy enraged at tliis bold application, pro- 
pounds tremendous^ and» as he thought, impracticable tasks, as 
tde means of obtaining the fleece. — These were, to yoke the 
imlls breathing fire.— To sow the dragon's teeth, and reap the 
harvest of armed meii*-»*lD the meantimey Venns finds Capld 
playing at dice with Oanymedet— Ae bribes her son with a 
€onple of golden halls, to co operate in the design of inflaming 
Medea with love.— The passion and mental conflicts of that 
princess are described. — She reigns herself wholly to Ihe 
dominion of love ; and, nn<ler the infiuence of that emotion^ 
determines to assist Jason in his enterprise*— She has an inters 

view witfi the young hero at ilie temple of Heeate.— She 
fsrnisbes him with a certain medicamentj compoied of en^ 
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Book 3. 



chanted herbs and drngs; by \%bicfa be sbould be cuabled to 
endare the fiery breath of ihe biillf.— And inalructa him bow 
he is 10 coadoct himaeif^ so as to avoid the fury of the earth, 
born brothers^ who were to sprioc op from die dragon^ 
teetb*— The fttal day •rri?es.«-Jasott, dnly butmcted and 
prepared, enters on his task with alacrity.-^Description of 
his yoking the buils, compeilitig them to work, and sowii^ 
the dragon's leeih. — The harvest of armed iiieii springs np. — 
Jason* as he had been previously insti acted, throws a Mone 
among them.— *They begin to fight* and destroy each other.-* 
Jason extermbiates the sarvivors*<-»£etes behoMs the seene 
with rage aod despair. 



Come, Erato sweet parent of the soug, 
That teir^t the feelings of the' enamoured throng* 
Relate how Jason, from that Colchian shore^ 
The fleeey treasure to ThessaUa bore : 
While artiiii love to Pallas lent his aid, 

And gentle pin ensy fir'd the royal maid. 

The tender wars of Venus are tliy cure, 

Thy melting nombers soothe the virgin ildr ; 

() soft historian of the lover^s flame, 

Heuceare thy songs, and hence tli6* endearing name. 

Yet undetermined on their future way, 11 
The Greciain baud conceard iji sedges lay. 
Meantime, the daughter and the wife of Jove 
Consult, sequestered from tte powrs above; 
When to their fragrant chamber they repaired, 
Not Jove himself their sacred counsels shar'd; 
Tlie converse first from royal Juno mov'd. 
Anxious to leant what wisdom^s powVr approved. 

■ The miwe who presided over love and jmtryi so calied 
ftouk the Greek word, erao. 
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^ Daughter of Jove, wliat purpose fills tliy mind? 
Say, ifrtiat expedient can thy wisdom find i SO 
What soothing speech from stern iEetes gains 
The fleece of gold? what stratagem obtains f 
Fierce as he is, much labour it will ask, 
JBut sliall immortals shun an arduous task ?* 

She ceased, and Pallas tlms: ' Revolving thought 
Already with the favourite theme is fraught. 
From scheme to scheme 1 turn my doubtliil mind. 
Yet none propitious to tiie Greeks I find/ 

She paused ; and both upon the pavement keep 
Their glances fix*d, in meditation deep. 80 
Then Juno : * Let us seek the queen of charms, 
And gain her son to lend bis poweriul arms} 
Let him inflame the fiiir Medea's heart ; 
Philtres she knows, and many a magic art 
His gentle weapons shall invade her rest, 
And love for Jason fill the' enamour'd breast ; 
The slave of fond desire, she may unfold 
Expedients, that shall win the fleece of gold,' 

Minerva with the prudent speech accords^ 
And thus repKes, in soft and gentle words : 40 
^ My sire produc d me, of impassive kind, 
Love's fond artillery never touched my mind* 
Unskiird I am, in amorous hopes and fears ; 
Yet if this engine of such force appears. 
Let knowledge still o'er inexperience sway \ 
I freely follow where you point the way.' 
Tliey sought the pahice of the Cyprian queen ; 
A spacious pile, where Vulcan's hand was seen. 
The beauteous bride when sovereign Jove bestow'd, 
His choicest skill the' impassioned workman show'd. 
TTie courts they pass d, and found the portals clos'd, 
Where the fond spouse liis bridal bed dispos e. S>% 
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With fairest hands the goddess deck'd the bed , 
To wonted labours while her hnaband aped* 
His forgCi his anvil^ and the* erratic isle^ 
Invite him early to the scene of toil^ 
Wiieie all the wonders of his art he made, 
Ke cesses deep, that cavem'd tires pervade. 

Full opposite the portal^ on a throne 
That circled round, the goddess sat aione. 60 
Her tresses floated on her shoulders fair^ 
A comb of gold adjusts her radiant hair. 
The queen of beaaty then her cares bestow'd, 
* In braids prolix to weave her locks, that flowM 
Like streaming sunshine. When her guests she. 
The pleasing labour she no more pursued, [viewed, 
She bade them enter, and with courteous grace, 
Spran;; from her seat to give the strangers place. 
Keclin'd, the heavenly visitants beside. 
Her careless tresses in a knot she tied. 70 
Then with soft smiles, that search the throbbing 
heart, 

And gentle stings, and secret wishes dart. 
^ Say, honoured goddesses, vrtiat counsel springs? 
After long absence what occasion brings, 
Unwonted favour, to the queen of love, 
The first and chief of deities above P 

^ We feel the sarcasm, though conccal'd witb art/ 
^ Juno replied,' but grief invades the heart. 
In Phasis' stream the ship of Jason lies, 
AUur'd by hopes to make tliat fleece his priae. 80 
From Grecian shores he leads a gallant band ; 
Unequal conflicts the bold youths demand. 
For all I fear, for JSson*s ofispring most ; 
D shall tiie flow'r of vfarJike hopo be lost? 
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No^ ahoold Ibe youth to Stygian glooms deseend^ 
My care slionld IbUow, and my arm defend. 
Ev'n should he try to loose from bands of steel 
libat wretch Ixian^ he my aid ahonld feeU 
Shall haughty Pelias mark, with impious scorn. 
My frustrate vengeance^ and my shrine forlorn r* 90 
And Shan not^ thaiy the^ atrocious tyrant dread 
The &te impending o*er his guilty bead? 
Not firom caprice my care of Jason flows* 

His piety thy stream, Anaurus, knows, 
Ketarning from the chase, when all around 
Xhe snows lay white, on every rising ground^ 
And roaring torrents, from the mountain roird# 
Overspread the pbdn, in shape deformed and old^ 
With helpless seeming, and with piteous strain, 
I prov'd his feeling heart, nor prov'd in vaiu« lOO 
He bow'd his shoulders to my weight, and bore 
Safe through the deluge and tlie torreut's roar. 
0 deed humane t recorded in my mind, 
No common recompense it claims to iind« 
Bat pnnislunent and recompense demand 
Alike coDcnrrence from thy gentle hand«' 

She ceas'd. The novel language and request 
Fill'd with wnasement C^therea's breast ; 
And veneration luix'd with secret shame, 
While regal Jnno us'd the suppliants name. 119 

^ Goddess revered,' she said, in accents kind, 
^ Deprav'd and reprobate were Venus' mind. 
Dare she presame thy wishes to despise, 
For word or act that in lier province lies. 
Poor, poor auxiliaries are hands so weak ; 
But task them fteely. No return I seek/ 

With prudent answer, Juno then proceeds— 

^ Nor strength nor force our present purpose needSi 
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A peaceful influence with tby son employy 

That mighty arbiter of pain and joy. ISO 

At thy persuasion let him wing the dart. 

And love und Jason touch Medea's heart# 

Thus may the Minyce find a powerful aid ; 

For artful wiles endow the royal maid. 

Thus may they safely reach lolcos' shore^ 

And gain Uie fleece that shines with golden ore*' 

Then Venus to the Goddesses replied :~- 
* Your influence sooner would tliat urchin guide ; 
For^ shameless though he is^ and unconfin'd^ 
Some touch of reverence might affect his mind. ISO 
Of me regardless, with reluctant scorn^ 
A mother's rule the wayward imp has borne. 
In bitterness of grief, and passion's glow. 
Oft have I thought to break his shafts and bow« 
For, swoln with pride, at chastisement he spurns ; 
And menaces to reprimand returns.* 

With smiles the Goddesses her phunt attrad, 
And meaning glances on each other bend. 

In mournful notes resumed the queen of love;— * 
^ I find my sorrows your derision move. 140 
Why weaiy others with my plaintive tone? 
No ; let me weep in silence and alone« 
Though secret anguish on my bosom prey^ 
Yet| where I can, your wishes I obey. 
When softest blandishments assail his breast. 
My son may grant a parent's fond request.' 

Then Juno press'd her soft and polished hand, 
And spake with soothing smiles and language bland. 
^ Perform the' appointed task virith gentle art} 
Nor let contention agitate tiiy hearts IM 
Indulge thy mn. A parent's wish will find 
Short opposition from his playfiil uaaAJ 
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The Goddess ceas'd, and from her seat arose* 
With her retanung^ vir^ Pallas goes ; 
While o'er Olympus, and the realms above, 
Fair Venus seeks the fleeting pow'r of love. 
Sacred to Jove, where spread the flowery groimdi 
The little deity his mother found. 
Nor fomid alone-^the Phrygian boy^ was there, 
Wliom Jove translated to the starry sphere, 1(30 
Strock with his beauty. Tliem, as suited boys^ 
At golden dice the careless hour employs. 
Minion of fortune, in exulting mood^ 
On tiptoe raisM, the wanton tyrant stood. 
His left hand j^rasp'd the winnings wliich he press'd. 
His wealth securing to his ivory breast. 
Delirious sweetness from bis glances flow'd, 
And o'er his ciieeks translucent colour glow'd* 
Near him with bending knee the' opponent stands. 
Two dice alone remain within his hands, 170 
His heart the conqueror's mirthful triumph stung; 
His drooping bead in silent grief he liung. 
Now the two dice, that of his store remained, 
That urchin god, by lucky chance, has gain'd. 
With empty hands in deep despairing trance, 
He tum'd^ nor saw the queen of charms advance. 
She stood before her son — she pressed his cheeks ; 
And thus, with sweet insinuation, speaks ; 

^ Why, wayward urchin, that malicious smile? 
What thoughtless victim does thy craft beguile? 180 
Tliy mother brings thee an appropri;tte task. 
Nor yet, without reward, thine aid I ask. 
Indulge thy mother ; and I give my boy, 
What once to Jove b€(]ong'd| a beauteous toy. 

^ Oanymefft. 
VOL. II* • c 
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To him an infant in ttie' Idseaa cave^ 

His narse^ Adrast^^^ the bright plaything gave, 

A polish'd sphere. And never, from the fiamei 

Or skill of Vulcan, sweeter trinket came. 

The varions circles are of burnish'd gold ; 

Two swelling curvatures round each are roird. ItfO 

The joinings are conceard, with skill profound| 

And over each is pale green ivy bound. 

lidunch'd from thy hand, in fields of ether bright. 

That star-like orb will draw the train of light. 

The prize is thine, if thy successful art 

Wkh love for Jason fills Medeas heart. 

Send forth thine arrows, let her feel thy sway; 

Mor be the favour lessen'd by delay.' 

Tlic goddess paus'd ; the boy, witli ravish'd cars, 
The task proposed and promis'd payment hears. 200 
The gather'd playthings from his gi*asp he flung, 
Then to her robe witli both his hands he chmg. 
Her knees he clasped, and sprang trom side to side, 
Wliile every art of blandishment he tried. 
I pine, I languish, for a toy so fair ^ 
This instant grant it to my ardent prayV/ 

But Venus slily parries tlie demand, 

With artful words, and with caresses bland* 

She stroked bis cheeks, she kiss'd him, and she pressed, 

Andy gently suiiling, thus her speech address*d : 210 

^ Thy dearest head be witness, and my own, 
Here no deceit bv Venus shall be shown. 
The gift is thine i it shall not be dela/d ; 
But first thy shafts must touch the royal maid/ 

She spake. The wily urchin, in a trice. 
Collected from the ground his scattered dice. 

3 Adritste or Adr«ut6a, togetber with Ida, was the mm ^ 
Jove in Cr^te. 
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He couated> one by one^ the shioing hoard ; 
And all in Venus* radiant bosom stored. 
His qoiver, leaning 'gainst a tree reclin'd. 
He seiz'dy and in the golden belt confined* - 320 
He snatched his bow ; he traced the realms abote^ 
Ethereal^ ali-prodnctive plains of Jove. 
Then, through the portals of Olympns tends, 
Where sloping the celestial path descends; 
There the two poles of the celestial sphere^ 
To meet the heav'ns, their lofty summits rear j - 
The highest points of eat th, where hrst upborne 
The bluslmig sun unfolds- the rays of mom* 
The foodfui eartli appear d within his ken. 
And cities, fair abodes of polish'd men ; itSO 
With verdant banks, where sacred rivers flow, 
And cloud-capp'd mountains lift the* aerial broW| 
Tn prospect wide the vast of ocean lies, 
And seems to mingle with surrounding skies. 
The ship was moor'd beside the rushy bank j 

The crew the benches fill d in many a rank j 
Tall spiry reeds that in tiie marshes grew. 
Their ambiish'd numbers bid firom hostile view. 
Each, in his place, in silent order sate ; 
While Jason thus commenc'd the deep debate ; 240 
• Hear, gallant friends, what present though t^ sa*^^ 
And then decide as suits the occasion best» [gest, 
Our common dangers common counsels need ; 
From free discussion safety must proceed. 
That man whose thoughts a guilty silence veib^ 
Of glory and of Greece defrauds our sails. 
In arms your station at the ship retain^ 
While I the palace of iEetes gain. 
The sons of Phryxus shall with me along^ 
And two beside seleeted from the throng. 250 
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I mean to try the powV of peaceful words ; 
If chance the kiog that fleece of gold accords, 
Tis well. If, trusting to his strength of hand, , 
He treat with insolence a stranger band ; 
We then the worst of onr condition know, ! 
And thoughts matured our future course may show, 
Whether we sliali depend on open force, ! 
Or And in stratagem some safe resource. 
Injurious 'twere to seize tlie prize in arms, | 
Ere soft persuasion has i^>plied her charms* 260 i 
With soothing words persuasion can prevail, ! 
While brutal force and rageful menace &il. | 
When blameless Phryxns fled his stepdame^s^ ire, 
And murderous rites of a misguided sire ^, 
His mild demeanour rising pity bred, 
And bteni ^Eetes spar'd his gentle head. 
The laws of hospitable Jove, confessed 
In every clime, pervade the radest breast.* 
The bpnd assented with a loud acclaim ; 
Nor one the counsel could in secret blame. 279 
The hero's steps the sons of Phryxus guide. 
With Telamon Augeas guards his side. 
He bears the staff of Hermes^ in his band. 
And through the reeds and waters hastes to land. 

They reach'd an eminence amid the plains } 
From Circe fam'd the place a name retains* 
OsierSi in ranks, and vines o'erspread the ground} 
Where carcasses are hung with chains around. 
For, still the Colchians with abhorrence view 
Sepulchral rites, that other tribes pursue. 286 
Nor to the flames the lifeless man they give, 
Hot bid the womb of parent earth receive, 

4 iDo. ^ Athamas. 

^ Tlie sign of pev:eful uiientloii8« 
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Nu mannmental mounds their hands compose. 
Crude hides of bulls the manly kind enclose; 
While^ to the elementtil air consign'dy 
From trees they welter to the parching wind. 
Without their walbi. But different rites await 
Their females when they feel the stroke of fate. 
The corse is yielded to the parent clay^r 

Snch various customs o*er that nation sway. 290 

Propitious to their journey, Jiiiio shrouds^ 
The Colcliian city in a veil of clouds ; 
That safely they might reach the monarch's seat ; 
Nor insult from the swarniing rabble meet. 
Soon as the heroes passed the spacious plain^ 
The city walls and royal dome to f^ain ; 
The goddess then dispelled the mist in air ; 
Wondering they stood before the palace fain 
Its ample gates their admiration call, 
And stately columns ranked along the wall. 300 
On brazen chapiters projectinir plac'd, 
The roof above a marble cornice graced. 
The threshold then they pass, in mute amaze ; 
There her broad leaves tlie paly vine displays. 
Beneath the shade four springs perennial flow'dy 
Where Vulcan's hand had woudYous skill bestow'd ; 
One milk dispensed, and one the grape's red blood; 
One fragrant oil, and one the crystal flood. 
Hence, when the Pleiades forsake the skies. 
With boiling heat the gushing waters rise ; 310 
When the Air stars returning radmnce show, 
With icy coldness from the rock they flow. 

7 Imitated from the foarth book of cbe Odyneyi where Pal* 
las dmwi a ?cU of thick air round UlyiM. 8aa alio Tiiiilft 
Ilk I. 
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Such wonders in the Coldiian palace sliiney 

Eternal monumeDts of art diviue. 
And wond'rous bulls from Vulcan's labour came^ 
With brazen hoof, and moutUs disgorging flame : 
For these a plough he form'di of structure rare. 
And tempered adamant composed the share ; 
A grateful offering to the god', whose car 
Beceiv'd him famt from the Phlegraean war. 320 
^ Amid the court tlie stately palace rose. 
Compacted valves each spacious eutrance close. 
In anqple range the sumptuous chambers stand* 
A portico projects, on either hand. 
Oblique a lofty building clos'd each vring. 

Here, with his spouse, al)ode the Colcliiaii king. 

Within the tiurret, that in height excelPd. 

The' inferior tow'r bis son Abyrtus held. 

Him, earliest object of the monarch's care^ 

Caucasean nsrmph^ Asterodea, bare. QSO 

Ere yet the bauds of nuptial faith were tied, 

Tliat mark'd Idya ^ for his virgin bride. 

This youngest offipring of the hoary wave 

To parent ocean matron Tethys gave. ' 

The graceful youth shone so supremely bri|o^t| 

The Colchians nara'd hini,from the source of light, 

Fair Phaeton. The chambers that r^main'd 

Th^ attendant virgins of the queen obtained. 

Chalciop^ — Medea there abode, 

O&pring by marriage on the king bestow'd. 

That moniing, to salute her sister bent, 
The fair Medea from her chamber wentw 
For Juno*s care confined the nymph at home, 
Unusual chance, within the splendid dome. 

I 

< PLoKbiu. 9 Hie queen of ^lei. 
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Priestess of Hecate, witiiiu tiie shrine 

Day after day she piiss'd, in rites divine. 

Soon as she vicw'd tlie strangei-s, in surprise, 

Mii^led with fear, she utter*d piercing cries; 

Full soon the piercing cries her sister hears ; 

Full soon they reach the' attendant virgins' ears. 350 

They cast their webs and distaffs to the ground, 

And all^ with hurried wonder, crowded rouod. 

With them Chalciop6 beheld her sons ; 

Through all her veins a thrilling pleasure runs. 

With eager joy her arms aloft she holds. 

Each grateful youth his parent then enfolds, 

With fond caresses, to his gentle breast; 

While plaintive sounds tiiematron*s cares expressed. 

* In vain, regardless of a mother's pain, 

Ye left me here, to tempt the dangerous main^ 360 

Fate has repelfd you. What unstayed desire ? 

What cruel mandate of a dying sire, 

O wretched me I would leave me to deplore, 

My darlings ravish'd to some distant shore ? 

O Phryxus, how thy last commands impart 

Eternal anguish to my bursting heart ! 

Why seek Orcbomenus? why plough the deep, 

To reach the seats that fancied treasures keep ? 

What place is that? ah, whither would you go? 

Can sous delight to see their mother's woe ? S70 

Rous'd by her plaints, Idya, royal dame, 
And last JBetes, from the palace came. 
The startling ear a mingled clamour thrilTd ; 
And various noises had the* enclosure filTd. 
Some of the train surround the mighty steer ; 
Some cleave with sliarpen'd brass the billets sere. 
Some^ for the bath capacious caldrons boil; 
Each for his lord was busied in some toiL * 
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TLroiigh the clear air unseen, relentless Love 
Came^ like the fly^ that macU the y outhfiil drove. 380 1 
Through valley^ and through flood; it driven them \ 
wild. 

Scourge of the herd^ the Breeze by msties slyPd. 

Behind a column at the porch he stands. 
And beads the' unerring bow with cruel hands. 
A shaft untried he from the quiver drew, 
Parent of pangs that bosom never knew. 
With footsteps liefht the threshold then he pass'd; 
And round ami round his wily glances cast. 
By Jason screeo'd, he now contracts his size^ 
And to the nerve the' indented siiafts applies. 390 
He draws the feather'd mischief to the head } 
Home to Medea's heart tlie shaft is sped. 
DeUrious trances all her pow rs subdue. 
Back from the lofty dome tliat urchin flew, 
A langh maUsm his cruel mischief show'd. 
Deep in the virgin's breast his arrow glow'd* 
Like pent-up flres it rag'd ; and from that flamei , 
At Jason darted, ardent flasht s came. 
While soft oblivion o'er the spirit flows; 
With fainting throbs her bosom sunk, and rose. 400 
Sensations new the melting spirit flil'd ; 
Through all her veins delightful anguish thrill'd* 

As when the toiling matron's fmi^al hand 
Has beap'd the fuel round tlie smothered brand; 
From works of wool her scanty means are drawn ; 
Her wakeful toil anticipates the dawn. 
And stores the hearth with lurking seeds of ligh^ | 
That industry may steal an hour from night 
With L^radual waste the Are in secret preys ; 
The billet moulders as it feeds the blaze ; 4i0 
Thus love, pernicious love, consumed tlie maidy 
A iire unseen that on the bosom prey'd. 
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The WIODS hup tumultuous passion speaks* 
And pale and red alternate seke the cheeks. 

Now had the' attendants spread the festive boar 
An<l lenient baths the weary iunbs restored, [breast^ 
When tood and wine had cheer'd the* expanding 
The king his grandsons nnldly thus addressed; 

* Say, gentle ofepriug of my daughter's iove. 

To Phryxus, honoured all my guests above ; 4'20 
What to these walls returns you ? choice i or tbrce i 
Say, did misfortune interrupt your course ? 
Might counsels built on pass'd experience sway, 
Ne*er had your bark essay'd the weary way. 
The space unniense before your eyes I placed ; 
For every shore and distant gulf I traced. 
Borne in the chariot, at my lather's side, 
O'er many a clime I pass'd ; in circuit wide ; 
What time fr om Colclios to Hesperia's shore* 
The god of light my sister Circ6 bore. 430 
Our waud'rings ended on the Tuscan strand; 
There yet she dwells, ikr from the Colchian land. 
Bat why should tales of other times detain ? 
The' occurrence of the present hour explain. 
Why from the vessel ye are present here ? 
And wlio these men that in your train appear? 

Before bis brothers'' Argus quick replies. 
While prudent fears for Jason*s ship arise. 
In language mild he cioth'd iiis prudent thought, 
For riper years had more experience taught. 440 

* Our ship asunder torn by wmd and wave ; 
Sole hope of refuge from the wat ry grave, 

AO Pbcebus. 

Lest they tnigbt be too frank and anguardcd^ and com* 
proQiigs th« lafety of JasoA and hit compaiuona. 
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One precious plaak, with anxious grasp, we keep ; 
That isle of Mars received us from the deep, 

l^iioy'd o'er the billows, by celestial care, 

When shades of midnight blaeken'd our despair. 

No more we ibiind thn birds of Mars ; erewhitei 

Brooding they harboured in the desert isle ; 

But, ere we eame^ they fled their Ikvomite land, 

Ciias'd by the prowess of a stranger band. 450 

That band for us, in pity, Jove detained ; 

They gave ns garments, and with ibod snstainM. 

A tyrant's jealousy this youtti expell'd, 

Who all the race of ^oius excell'd. 

With boundless wealth endow'd, and regal sway, 

His haugiity mandate none may disobey. 

He bids him wander, destin'd to remove 

A curse, impending from the wrath of Jove« 

Hopeless aUke, to disobey or speed. 

And only sure the tyrant's hate to feed, 460 

He coines^ enjoin'd to purge away the stain^ 

Derived from Phryxos on tiie' ^lian train. 

His efforts failing, tliey are doomed to know 

Inflictions dire, intolerable woe. 

Nor cease their pangs, ere his return to Greece, 

Means of atonement, wafts the golden fleece* 

Minerva^s skill the stately ship supplied ; 

Not like those barks that Colchian pilots guide; 

Not like the bark onr evil genius gave, 

Sport of the winds, and scorn of every wave j 470 

But, iirm and tall, compact with timbers vast, 

To ride the billows, and to dare the blast 

Alike contriv'd, with swelling sails, to fly. 

And bending oars, that nervous rowers ply ; 

She bears collected aU the prime and boast 

Of youthful heroes, from the Grecian coast* 
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Far have they wandered to the Colchian plain, 

Through many a city, many a siormy main. 

If generous thoughts the precious fleece may yieid^» 

No force tlicy meditate, no listed field. 480 

Supreme in ali things shali tiiy pleasure sway, 

And ample gifts for the possession pay. 

Their timely aid may quell the warlike kind, 

Sauromate, that bear a rebel mind. 

Wouklst thou he told from whence his lineage flows? 

The race heroic shall my tongue disclose. 

This chiefs whose cause convokes the brave and 

Is son iEson, and from Cretiieus sprung, [young, 

The galhint Jason. If we credit £ime, 

A common lineasre with the chief we claim. 490 

Cretheus and Atbamas the vital fire 

Derived from £olu8, a eommion sire ; 

Phryxus from Atliarnas, His parent bright, 

Augeas honours in the source of liglit ; 

And Telamon, allied to pow'rs above, 

Through glorious iCacus, descends from Jove. 

The hero's followers all, of strain divine, 

From deities deduce the' illustrious line/ 

As Argus ended, indignation fiU'd 
The monarch's soul ; and storms of passion thrill'd. 
Reproach and fury ail the band engage ; 500 
His grandsons chief attract flie burst of rage. 
For them he censur'd^ as the guilty cause. 
That hateful visit flrom the strangers draves. 

Beneath his brows his eye-balls darted fire, 

^ Hence, from my sight, ye caitiff brood i etire ; 

Back, with your fiibles and your wiles, to Greece; 

Nor wait the fruits of Phryxus, and his fleece. 

Bitter to you. Not for the fleece ye come ; 

My sceptre ye would seize; and regal dome. 510 
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My table ye have touch'd with genial rite; 
Or direful thanka iotnisioii shouid requite ; 
Tear out your tongues, and lop your arms away^ 
And send you forth a pageant of dismay ; 
A timely check to wild attempts and lies ; 
A just reward of monstrous blasphemies 'V 
Ue spake infuriate ; high disdain impeli'd 
The son of ^cus ; his bosom swell'd 
With indignation j and he had repaid 
Reproaches ¥nth reproach ; but Jason stay'd 520 
The war of words ; and mildly thus address'd 
The haughty king ; ^ iEetes^ calm thy bre^ j 
Let not our armament thy fears engage^ 
Or fill thy bosom with tumultuous rage ; 
Not ours the motive painted by thy fear ; 
No hostile purpose to thy realm we bear. 
Wliat man would traverse such a tract of maiu^ 
To spoil, with hand unjust, a stranger^ reign? 
But^ plac'd by Jove beneath a tyrant's sway^ 
His cniel mandate I, perforce, obey. 630 
Indulge our wishes. Through the Grecian land^ 
Thy name and honour shall immortal stand. 
Nor shall the favour meet a thankless race ; 
Our warlike service shall repay the grace, 
Whetiier the proud Sanromata^ must b»d ; 
Or other tribes tl^e shock of arms attend/ 

Thus Jason with persuasive language wrought, 
While doubtful fluctuates the tyrantis titought 
Now bent with sudden onset to destroy ; 
And now their strength in trials to employ. 540 

>2 lies— blnphemies : becmne Argn said Ibst Tdiraon wu 
ftm J«ve, and oOicr companioni of Jaiyn of divke 

■ 
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With him revolving, the last thoaght prevails. 

^ Wliy, strangers/ be replied^ ^ tliese long details ? 

If ye, indeed, a line celestial boast, 

And^ as our equals, seek the Colchian coast, 

Lo^ to your wish I grant the fleece of gold j 

From valiant men I nothing can withhold* 

Bear it to him^ the despot of your land^ 

Whoe'er be is, that rules ttie Grecian band. 

But, prov'd in trial, I demand to see 

The daring man, who vies in force with me. d50 

Now to the test ; and let experience show 

What tasks of peril I can underi^o. 

Two bulls upon the plains of Mars I tame. 

With brazen hools, and mouths exhaling flame. 

Obedient to the yoke the beasts I guide^ 

And plough the sacred space from side to side* 

Four acres are allotted to tlie toil ; 

But rode the surface, stubborn is the soil. 

No common seed is in that fin row sovv'd ; 

No grain that Ceres erst on man bestow'd* 560 

Along the furrow dragon'b teeth I fling, 

And hostile warriors from tlie tillage springs 

With mortal fury menacing aronnd. 

But soon my spear extends them on the ground. 

At davra I yoke my steers, and labour meet ; 

When twilight comes, I from the toil reteeat* 

If thon art equal to the task ; this day 

Home to tby king ; and bear the fleece av»y« 

But think not thou on other terms to gain, 

The brave concede not to the recreant train.* 

Silent the hero sat in grief profound, 671 
His downcast eyes he rivets to the ground. 
Much he revolved the proffer in his mind^ 
If thought perplex'd might some expedient find* 
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Protect him, guide him^ to his native land ; 641 
Let him not perish on this Colcbian strand ! 
But if the fBtes have dentin d him to fail. 
And perish by the bulls that flames exhale ; 
Let him perceive there is a feeHng heart, 
Tliat in his sufferings claims an equal part/ 

ITius anxious cares the virgin's bosom vvastc ; 
The chiefs, meantime, the crowd and city pass'd. 
Back, throuf^h the plain,tiieir journey they pursued^ 
And Argus thus to Jason speech renew'd : 630 

^ Will i£son*s gallant son disdainful hear 
My present connsel^M the child of fear i 
Yet, in a state so doubtful and forlorn^ 
No trial, no resoni-ce deserves our scorn. 

Hast thou not heard me of a viri^iu tell, 

In philtres learn d, and many a magic spell i 

Daugliter of Persekis, Hecate bestow d 

The magic science ; and with pow'r endow*d. 

Might we this maiden in your cause en$];age9 

No terrors would await the monster's rage. 660 

To this my mother could dispose the maid ; 

Her influence great, but doubtful is her aid* 

Yet will I seek her, and entreaties prove, 

Our common danger may avrake her love** 

Tims he benevolent* The chief replied ; 
' Tf such thy sentence ; be the' expedient tried. 
Go, and vrith prayers thy parent's heart incline ; 
And be the powers of soft persuasion thine. 
Yet feeble comfort can that hope instil, j 
Tliat waves suspended from a woman's wiW 670 

Beside the marsh the social train they find ; 
Impatient transport filPd the general mind* 
Wliile eager questions every tongue employ ; 

With vrords of sorrow Jason damps their Joy. 
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• O friends, (he said) the kiug's indignant mindi 
Kelentless^ stern, hw dreadfnl tasks assigned ; 
Such as nor I, nor all this gallant band. 
May hope to finish with successful hand. 
Two bulls upon the plain of Mars he feeds; 
Brazen their hoof, flame from their mouth pro« 
ceeds* 680 
Four acres are the space for tilth alio w d ; 
Witli dragon's teeth the furrow mu^t be sow'd. 
This £ital seed the tyrants hand supplies ; 
Tiience warriors clad in panoply arise. 
The ploUKbrnan, compass'd I v that hostile creW| 
Must perish^ or bis earth-born foe subdue. 
To try the toil, I boldly gave assent ; 
Other expedient none could thought present* 

Their downcast eyes in consternation fall; 
The task is deem d impossible by all. 690 
Then each his neighbour view'd with listless gaze. 
And silent sate in anguish and amaze. 

Peleus at tength, with dauntless mien and breast. 
Arose ; and thus the* assembled chiefs addressed : 
^ In deeds, not words, our satety must reside; 
The moments haste bur conduct to deride. 
If, Jason, thou to yoke the monsters dare. 
Preserve thy faith, and for the task prepare; 
But if thy spirit from the conflict flies, 
Go not, nor single any witii thine eyes. f 00 
The glorious danger none from Peleus gains. 
Death is ttie worst that fate for man ordains/ 
He ceas*d. The soul of Telamon was stuog ; 
Impatient for that enterprise he sprung. 
The valiant Idas for tlie trial glows. 
The gallant twuis of Tyudarus arose^ 



so 



THE AR60NAUT1CS. Book 3* 



Arose th? son of JEnem^\ yonng and fair^ 

His cheek scarce shaded yet with golden hair; 

Yetf firm in daring, ripe in virtue's flame. 

The' appallhig task of mighty men to claim. 710 

In silence from the trial shrunk the rest, 

When Argns thus the' adventurous chiefs addressed : 

^ O iViends, th^ laboiu that your force demands 
May he the last predestined to your bands* 
Yet Heav'n, perliaps, may keep resources storM 
My parents counsel m^y some aid afford. 
Your generous ardonr for a while restrain^ 
Some little space witliin your ship remaiUii 
Better the task of glorious danger shun. 
Than, blindly rash, on sure destruction run. 72(X 
A maid within th^ royal pc^lace bides, ^ 
Whom Hecate trough patlis of science guidesj^ 
From evei-y drug earth, air, and sea produce, 
Charms to prepare ; and know their pow'r and use. 
Of wasteful flame she stays the rageful force ; 
She stays the t9rr$nt in its headlong course; 
The sacred moon within her orbit chains ; * 
The planets from their devious range detains* 
Theme of discpursci on our returning way, 
This virgin, haply, might niy mother sway ; 7SjO^ 
The toil were light. If ye to this assent, 
^ack to the palace be my footsteps bent. 
My |)vay'rs and influence in your cause to prove, 
With Heav'n tp speed nie, and parental love/ 

TheYavoiiring gods displayed a sign from hi^h. 

Chas'd by a falcon through the liquid sky, 

« >yith downward flight, a dove to Jason presa'dj^ 

And sought for shelter iu tlie heru':s breast. 

• * • 

I. 
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Swift on the vane alights his cniel foe. 

Prophetic Mopsus niark'd Ihcm from below; 740 

And, conscious of the future, thus reveai'd 

The sacred truths in mystic signs conceaPd* 

* I read the favour of tlie powVs divine. 

The gods benevolent have sent this sign* 

With soothing words, and each persuasive art, 

Essay to bend the royal virgin's heart ; 

Secure to speed, if Phineos truly told. 

That means of safety Venus should unfold. 

The bird of love^ her harbinger, we see. 

Preserved from danger, to our leader flee, 750 

A joyful prescience fills tiie' expanded breast. 

Of toils successful, and of glorious rest. 

But first propitiate Beauty's queen with pray'r; 

Then to perform what Argus bids prepare/ 

He ceas'd — ^the heroes their assent expressed. 
The words of Phineus dwelt in every breast. 
Idas alone, of all the warriors, rose. 
In accents loud the' indignant spirit flows, 
^ Did women then embark to lend their aid ? 
And tnust our vows at beauty^s shrine be paid ? 760 
Must we, forgetful of the well-fought field, 
Our childish tiiought to doves and £ilcons yield? 
perdition catch you ! be your arms resiem'd ! 
With words subdue the weak nnwarlike kind/ 
He ended, frowning, while, in murmurs low, 
A numerous train disapprobation show* 
He sate indignant; answer none returned, 
TiU Jason's mind with deep resentment bum'd. 
To meet tlie' injurious charge he rous'd his thought, 
And ulter'd accmts by th^ occasion taught 770 

^ If such the pleasure of the general train, 
2^0 more let Argus at the ship renmin* 
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Moor we the vessel boldly froiBi the Imd ; 
Longer concealmeot would disgrace our hwAp 
No more, in marshes hid, the combat shunj 
Bold and detennin'd oa the danger run.' 

He ceased. And Argus, at the word^ recals 
His steps, and hastens to the city walfs« 
They weighed their anchors at the chiefs comsiand. 
And urg'd with oars tlieir vessel to tlie land. 780 

Without the palace gate, accustpm'd seat 
Of council, round their king the Colchi«ps meet. 
The savage king insuperable snares^ 
And mortal anguish, for the Greek prepares. 
Soon as the bulls the' ill-fated man should slay^ 
That rashly dares the dangerous task essay^ . 
With wood, colleeted from the mountain's gloom. 
The ship and Greeks he purposed to consume. 
A dire example of impressive l^ar^ 
To bid the fiiture visitant forbear. 790 
^ ^lian Pbryxusy when these shores he gained. 
No free reception at sny hand ob'tain'dy 
Grentlest of guests, with piety adpw'd* 
ITety had my palace gates a stranger sponf d^ 
With earnest prayers he vaiiily had implored 
Place in my household, station at my hofiri}i 
Had not the son of Maia, from above, 
Reveal'd the pleasure of almighty Jove. 
And shall these pimtes, that kmAe my 9tatM, 
£lude the vengeance that presumption waits? 800 
Miscreants, that meditate by force isind «poil 
To seise the produce of another's toil ! 
With wild excursion throu^i the seas they roaofiy 
70 vex the peasant^ and his,peMM6[M bw^^ 

The sons of Phiyxus, too, i^s wrathful mood^ 
Condemn'd fco wash awjay thev crime in bloodU 



uiyiii^cu Dy GoOglc 



Beok 3. TBE ARG0NAUTIC8 



£3 



, • Returning Urns, with aa unhallaw*d train, 
Ye come (he ciied) to shake my peaceful 
Ye come to spy tiie seGrets of the land. 
Ye come to wrest the sceptre from my hanil. BIO 
Irreverent wretches i but your deeds acoord 
With revelations of my fathei^s word, 
The' aU-seeiug sun. He taught me to beware 
The homebred treasoui the domestie snare« 
That voice prophetic such a fear inipress'd, 
I yielded frankly to your wild request ; 
Pleas'd that the mandates of your dyiug sire 
Should with the safety of my house conspiM. 
To distimt climes ye purposed then to go, 
And rid my palace of tlie' intestine toe, 820 
Sole canse of fear. For^ from mydaughtets list 
No terrors. They no treason will devise. 
My child, Asyrtus, will not bear a part 
In- any s^eme to rend a&tber^s heart. 
Chalciope, my child, thy sons appear 

^ Sole cause of danger ; only scarce of fear« 
Guard well the vessel. Vengeance on my trttn. 
If single miscreant 'scape the destiu'd pain ? 

Argiis retnm'd the while hia mother 9M|ht, 
And to his aim with various speeches^rought} *tS30 
Intent Medea's powerful aid to prove ; 
No new expedient to parental love. 
But decent sense of shame her tongue withheld. 
And fear featrain*d while tenderness impellU. 
Scarce dares she to the virgin's ear confide 
Requests, from common rule so strangely»<wide ; 
Matter so dangerous, sbonld tte midd comply ; 
So doubly dangerous, should the maid deny. 
Well might«he fear her father's savage niiiid ! 
Well might she fear some impious ta&k behiadl 840 
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While on her conch she sunk, in trance profomid, 

Medea's sorrows soft oblivion drown'd ; 
Yet, fearful visions hover'd round her head^ 
lUasiTe forms, of mournfiil fancy bred. 
The stranger seera'd, tliat trial to sustain^ 
MovM by no wish the wondrous fleece to gain ; 
But love and she the darins; aim supplied ; 
He sought Medea for his virgin bride* 
Greece he had left, at beauty's powerftd call^ 
And love allur d him tq her father's hall. 850 
The fiery bulls she then appear'd to tame. 
And yoke, uiiinjur d by their breath of flame. 
Her parents, then, their promises denied. 
The labour finish'd^ they withheld the bride. 
Between her father and the strangers rose 
A fierce debate. The war&re to compose^ 
The maid was calPd, as umpire of the strife; 
And soon the daughter yielded to the wife. 
Her kindred for that stranger thus resign'd. 
What indignation fili'd each parent's mind ! 860 
IKast was their anguish, loud and shrill their cries — 
Scar'd at the din, the virgin's slumber flies. 
Pale from the couch slie sprang, in wild amaze^ 
And round the chamber cast a vacant gaze. 
She pants. Her bosom palpitates with dread. 
Thought is absorpt^ and recollection fied. 

* What forms of terror, miserable maid, 
(With feeble voice she cried; thy sleep invade? 
Some dife misfortunes have these heroes brought. 
With anxious doubts this stranger fills my thought. 
Far let him fly^ and wed some Grrecian &ir } 07 i 
My pwrats and my virtue claim my care. 
But why with cruelty my bosom steal ? 
A gister's anguish why rafiise to feel? 
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IVIaternal terrors tor her sous arisd^ 
Wilt thoa, relentless^ mark her tears and criei? 
Tiunk^ savage as thou art^ 'tis thine to save^ 
Or doom her cbildren to the' mitimely grave. 
' Oh nature ! no, thy sacred tics sluill bind; 
In grief thine energies support tiie mind/ H^O 
In wild disorder from the coach she flew^ 
Unfolded wide the chamber door she threw* 
Unshod, and disarray 'd, in eager haste^ 
To seek her sister, she the threshold pass'd. 
By conscious shame and timid awe restrain'd| 
Long time before the portal she remained. 
Fearful of eniYing, to and fro she pac*d ; 
Now forward nish'd^ and now her steps retrac'd ) 
Her ti'embling steps, uncertain where they stray'd* 
Her gait the contiict m her soul betray'd. 890 
ImpetnoQs love, with vrtid desire impeU'd^ 
And bashful fear and modesty witliheld. 
Inipassion*d now her sister's door she sought ; 
Her chamber now with deep despondence fraught* 
' Thrice &he proceeds, and thrice her foot recato; 
Then prone npon her couch distracted falls* 
' As the young bride laments her blooming spouse;^ 
Lord of her bosom, object of her vows ; 
In love nnited, and the hallowed bands, 
Knit by fraternal and parental hands ; 900 
She flies the soothings of the* attendant tratOi 
' She hides the fond exi>ressions of her pain. 
With grief, at once, and virgin shame oppress'd^ 
Her tears fall lonely on the* enamonr'd breast f 
When fates relentless the dear youth remove; 
Untried the joys, the tender thefts of love ; 
Prom eveiy tongue, that mi^ht impart relief. 
She dreads a censure on her amorous grief ^ 
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In avarice of anguisli hoard8 her care^ , 

Afid eyes tiie wi4ow*d coach in nnte despair ; 910 

Thus moiim'd Medea ; thus the cause suppress'd, 

Timt bath'd her eyes and heav'd her throbbing 

Amid this conflict of desire and shame, [breast 

A virgia from among lier menials came« 

Unseen she stood awhiley her tears to view ; 

Then to Chalciop6 with tidings flew. 

Cbalciope amidst her children sate. 

Her tlioughts were centered on flieir Aitore fate. 

Mnch she revoiv'd what motives migiit persuade. 

What arts impel hor sister to their aid* 920 

Not inattentive to the maiden's tale, 

She finds strange tumults in her breast prevaiL 

A grief so sudden fills her with surprise. 

To working fancy strange surmises rise. 

While doubt and wonder in her bosom wrooght| 

Her hasty steps Medea's chamber sought. 

Sunk on her coudi the' afflicted maid she founfd. 

Tearing her cheeks, in floods of sorrow drowned. 

' Why do thy tears, JVIedea, sister, flow? 

.What fatal cause has plung'd thy soul in woe i 930 

Does angry Hcav'n thy feverish veins inflame? 

Do seeds of malady pervade thy frame? 

Hast thou for me, and for my sons forlotii| 

Tlie deep reproaches of our father bmve? 

Oh wottld to Heav n, that I and mine might flee. 

And never more the roof parental see ! 

For ever fly this city, and this shore, 

And never hear the name of Colchos more V 

Medea heard, sufius'd witli crimson dye, 
Cager to speak ; yet shame forbade reply. . 940 
Now on her tongue the floating accents stray i 
Naw lost within her bosom Aide away* 
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Her beauteous lips in act to speak appear ; 
But tbence no murmurs reach tlie' attentive ear. 
Long time she paub auU taeu replieii w iUi urt, 
Tiiat nngbl^ love can teach tiie simplest heart* 
' Thy sons my fond sohcitiide employ ; 
Lest them my fattier %vitU ios guests destroy. 
When brief repose upon my senses crept, 
The mind was wakeful though tlie body bleptj 1^50 
Terrific visions rose^ a gliastly train I 
Ve powers of mercy make the portents vain I 
Spare my lov'd sister such a cruel doom ! 
Preserve her o&pring from the* untimely tomb T 

She spuke, for trial of her thoughts; to piove 
Hie' extent and feelings of maternul love. 
If anxious tenderness, her sons to siiield^ 
To strangers aid agaiust a sire might yield. 
While pangs intolerable seized her breast^ 
The siister thus a mother's cares confess d : 960 

^ Such visions oft are present to my nund ; 
And oft I wish tliy powerful aid to fiud. 
But swear by Heavn above^ and earth below^ 
To keep my secret, and thine aid bestow. 
My sister, I coDjure thee, at this hour; 
By thy lov'd selt^ and every blessed pow'r ; 
By joys and griefs maternal ties impart, 
Ties that full soon may haply bind thy heart i 
Let not my childrena* dire untimely end 
Torture my sight, my bleeding bosom rend. y70 
I will not leave you^ offspring of my love. 
For good or ill one destiny we prove, 
And should we perish — An avengmg shade 
I rise, to vex thy rest^ nnfeehng maid/ 

Tears coursing tears, in floods, each other cha^'d. 
Her sister's knees^ impassion'd^ she embraced* 
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Her glowiug tace within her bosom kept. 
An fock^d within each others arms they wept. 
As thus theyjoin'd tiieir griet with mournful cries, 
Through all the dome the lamentation flies. 980 

Medea first i esum'd the plaintive strain : 
^ Ill-fated sister, what relief from pain? 
With imprecations why my aid demand ? 
Why name the Stygian powers, tremendous bandf 
Oh ! did the safety of thy sons depend 
On me ; no sorrows should thy bosom rend. 
Inviolable oath, that Colchians fear^ 
By Heaven above and earth below, I swear, 
Earth, awful mother of the powers divine, 
My wish, my aid, my choicest skill are thine. 990 
Thoughthingsscarce possible thy tongue should ask, 
Ne'er shall tliis hand be wanting to the task/ 

She ceas'd, and thus Chalciope replies : 
^ Might not tliy skill some stratagem devise. 
Some art ; if, yielding to tlie stranger's pray'r, 
To brave the fury of our sire we dare; 
To bear him through the couihct safe and free ; 
And snatch from death my gentle sons and mei 
Our being on the youth's success depends. 
Within, my Argus thy resolve attends. IQOO 
To me deputed he from Jason came. 
Thine aid, through me, the Grecian heroes ciaioL* 

Delight Medea's throbbing bosom flush'd* 
The mantling crimson o'er the lily rush'd. 
A trance of pleasure eveiy sense confus'd. 
Her swimming eyes a sudden night sufius*d« 
* Chalciope, thy safety and thy joy 
Shall every thought and every teil employ. 
Let uie not view the dawn of morning fair^ 
Let me not breathe the gift of vital air j 1010 
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If object or conDection claim a pait. 

More dear, more inward, in Medea's heart, 
Than thou aud tliiue ! the brottiers of my love, 
Thy sons by nature fond affection move ; 
And I thy love in double right demand, 
Sister at once, aud daagbter of thy hand. 
A pJ^ivniate with thy children have I grown, 
Tiiy cares parental from my cliildbood known i 
Oft would thine arms, so has our mother told, 
IVIy weak and helpless infancy enfold. 1020 
Go then. Let silence veil my promis'd aid. 
Till art my parent's jealous care evade ; 
Not light or idle are the words I speak, 
At dawn the fane of Hecate I seek ; 
With potent drugs prepar d, aud magic cbarmSi 
To save the* adventurous youth from fiery harms/ 

With joy her sister heai d, with joy convey'd 
Hopes to her childrei), of the promis d aid. 
Medea now in solitude remained ; [gain'd* 
And shame and fear, ouce more, the* ascendant 
^ What— for a stranger, in such tasks engage 1 1031 

Impious — for him defy a fathei-'s rai^e !' 

Now Night o'er earth her ample veil display d * ^ } 
And sailors, from the deep, the stars surveyed, 
Orion, aud the greater Bear ; that guide 
The nightly path of vessels through the tide* 
Sleep on the weary travelers' senses crept, 
Ev'n in the tow*r tlie careful warder slept* 
Subdued by rest, the mother ceas'd to mourn 
Her darling infants closM within tticn urn. 1040 
The busy hum of crowded streets was still ; 
And still the watch-dog^s larum loud and shriU* 
The queen of darkness trod her awful round, 
Her ears tmtroubled by a vagrant sound. 

IS See VirgU'A DescripUoa of JUifl^i, iEoeid iv. 
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Medea*s couch refus'd tlie soft control, 
For love aad Jason agoDiz'd her souL 
The bolls tiiat breathe intolembie fire^ 
Forebodings mortal to her love inspire ; 
The plain of Mars in dtsmal prospect Iks, 
In fancy there the youtlifnl hero dies. 1050 
Distracting tliought ! she feels the fluttering heart 
With feverish tlirobbings in ber bosom durt* 
As wiien, from cauldron or capacioas vase, 
The trembling lymph reflects the solar fiiee ; 
Uncertain glancing round some chamber vralls, 
Now here, now there, the darted radiance fiflls; 
The daszling species plays incessant round, 
Strikes on the roof, or dances o'er the ground; 
With pulse irregular, that knew no rest^ 
Medeas heart leap'd fluttering in lier breast KMO 
The streams of pity from her eyes distiird* 
Corroding pangs ber inmost bosom fiU'd^ 
Incessant anguish. The devouring flame 
Glows in eacii nerve, and wastes the weary frame* 
It rends the heartstrings^hurrite in each vein ; 
Filis every sense, and fires the madding brain. 
Within her mind confus'd ideas roll, 
Discordant purposes distract the sonL 
Now, she determines to supply the charms 
Of powV, to save tlie youth from fiety harms ; '1070 
Now, to withhold; and seek in death to prove 
A long oblivion of disastrous love. 
Again, she hopes that reason force m^y gite^ 

To sacrifice the youth, yet dare to live. 

Amid this conflict, mournful sounds axpreu^d 
The painfbl tumults of the' enamoui^d brmu 
* Ah wretch • what end, what respite canst thou fi»<i 
While choice of evil preAfes on the auad i 
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My thoughts are error, doubt, confusion qli ; 

Certain in love alone, a wretched UiralU , 1080 

Oh had the shafts of vir^^in Dian fled, 

And early join'd me to the silent dead ! 

Then had I slept in peace, nor seen tliis band. 

For my perdition, rcaclr tlie Colchian land. 

Nor seen, Chalciop^^ in, evil day, 

Thy sons for Greece the* adventurous sail display. 

Some god, some tiiry mgd tiiese strangers' course^ 

To rend this heart with anguish and remorse. 

But let him perish, if the futcs ordain 

That direful exit on the martial plain* 1090 

How might I '^cape a parent's watchful eye? 

Or how my philtres and my charms apply? 

What language might deceive the jealous ear? 

Or what my purposes to Jasou bear? 

In privacy may succour be convey'd? 

What arts, what stealth, the bold attempt shall aid ? 

In secret shall I own my tond alarms, 

And boldly clasp the stranger in these arms ? 

Oh ! were he lost — would that event bestow 

A pause from love — a remedy for woe ? 1100 

Would not the soul, enamoor'd of her grief^ 

Pnrsue his image, and disclaim relief? 

Farewell decorum ! fiireweli every joy I 

Let his existence all my thoughts employ* 

Whatever destiny for me remains, 

Fair youth, in safety fly where iate ordaips. 

May'st thou but know, that from Medea's pow*r 

Protection foUow'd in that fearful hour, 

And I am satisfied. Pursue tliy fate ; 

Leave thy deliverer to misfortunes hate« 1110 

His conflict over, death shall end my care ; 

Whether I perish pendulous in air, 
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Or rest from pain the' eiivefiom'd potion give« 

Bnt shall n6t then the tale of shame sumve ? 

Scorn and derision^shall attend my fall, 

And tamits resound wiUiin this peopled walU 

Each Colchian female shall her death deride^ 

Who, slave of passion, for a stranger died. 

A wanton, heedless of her virgin fiime, 

Who stain'd !ier parents and herhonseM'ith shame. 

O toul offence, no language can defend ! J 121 

Disgrace to womanhood, that ne'er shall end ! 

No ; better here resign this hated breath. 

And fly reproach, so multiplied, in death. 

This very chamber, and this very time, 

Present a refuge from the monstrous crime.' 

She ceas'd — and rising for a coffer songht, 
W'itli potent diuj;s of various influence fraught^ 
Some genial i some, widi operation dark. 
Could sense perti]rb,'and quench the vital spark. 
Upon her knees the hoarded philtres rest j 1131 
While tears, a ceaseless torrent« bath*d her breast : 
From grief and love unequalPd they descend, 
While for those sufferings she prepares an end« 
The friendly bane determined now to taste. 
She touch'd the bands that lield the coffer fast ; 
And thought the balm of all her cares to find| 
When sudden terrors msh'd upon her mind. 
She paus d astonish'd. For, before her eyes 
The forms of death,, in all their terrors, ri^e» 1140 
And in succession, blandishing appears. 
All that allures the wish, and life endears ; 
Each darling child of hope and fancy bright. 
That bids the senses teem with youn|; delight; i 
And cveiy joy, that to the' expanded heart 
The mutual wish and social honra impart. 
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iudden a fairer face all nature show'd| 

Btnums more gay the solar radiance dow'd. 
gain tlie cotler on her knees she plac 
^liiie varions objects in her sonl she trac'd ; 11&() 

For Juno'is influence in lier bosom wrought, 
And gave the final bias to her thought. 
No more she donbts, by warring motives drawn. 
With settled aim slie wishes for the dawn ; 
Tliat Jason she might meet, ga;Qe on his charms. 
And drugs impart to guard the youth from harms. 
Oft she unbared her portals thiough the night ; 
And look'd, and look'd, tQ mark approaching 
light 

The mom, at length, unveil'd her welcome face^ 
And through the city wak'd the toiling race. 116<) 
Thy sons, Chalciope, as Argus bade, 
To watch her purpose near Medea stayed ; 
Tlie youth himself ere yet the stars were fled. 
His eager footsteps to the vessel sped. 
Soon as the maid descry'd the morning fair. 
She deck'd her golden locks with studious care, 
That hung neglected ; and the' enlivening red 
0*er cheeks, all pale with sorrow's ravage spread. 
Ambrosial essences her skin bedew. 
0*er her bright frame asplendidrobe she threw, 1170 
Confined with clasps around her slender waist* 
A veil upon her radiant head she plac d ; 
Her head, thsit more than mortal beauty show'd. 
The snowy veil in ^vaves translucent flow'd, 
Witii spreading flow'rs of broidei' d silver crowned. 
Her locks diffused ambrosial odours round. 
Now, circling through the dome, with steps ofair^^ 

She trod the floor, and vaoish'd every care ; 
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Unseen those evils that around her lay 
And greater evils of the future day. 1180 
She raird ber maidens — tweive^ in youthfai btobnii 
Stood at the chamber doors that breath'd perfume 
Alike ih age^ alike in beauteous frame. 
Strangers to love, and the matenial name. 
Intent, great Hecate, to seek thy fane. 
Her mules she bade them harness to the "wain* 
The mules and car obedient they provide, 
Meantime the nymph her mystic coffer tried. 
A drug she took that bears Prometheos' name, 
Sov'reign protection 'gainst devonrins? flame. 119*^ 
Those who that drag employ, with midnight care, 
Must soothe the powT, revered with torches' glare; 
Persephone, sole offspring, sought in vain. 
By weeping Ceres o*er the' Enmsean plain : 
That unguent with mysterious rite applied. 
No steely weapon sbidl the skin divide. 
Willi force innoxious, the devoViring flame 
Shall spend its fury on the' enchanted frame. 
No fear of peril shall the man subdue. 
In fight, no faintness shall from toil ensue. i9M 
Prometheus drench'd Caucasian steeps with gore^ 
And teeming rocks the potent herbage bore ; 
When the fierce vulture, delving for his food, 
The reeking entrails tore, and swam in blood. 
A cubit high the stately flower it reab. 
Which, like the crocus in its hue, appears; 
The stem disparting wide, sublime it shoots, 
Like newly severed flesh appear the roots ; 

Either because she looks kg well, or through joy, it 
tbooghts of mteting Jmn ; grinter evilf, viktm Bbe ihoaid ^ 
by JaMn. 
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The jnice effus'd descends in sable rills, 
like the dark sap that from the beech distils. ISIXQ 
VoT mi^e uses, this her skilfol hand 
Iq shells had ti easur'd, of the Caspian strand. 
Seven times she pluug'd in the perennial stream, 
Seven times on Brimo calld, tremendous name; 
On Brimo, awful nurse of youUiful might, 
That, veird in clouds, pursues the dogs of ni^t 
Whose pow'r tremendous central earth pervades, 
Whose pow'r tremendous sways the Stygian sliades ; 
Ere, rob^d in black, ttiro' brooding darkness deep, 
That herb she culPd along the rocky steep. 1^20 
She tore the plant of Titan from tlie ground. 
And earth convuls'd shook from her base profound. 
Then direful pangs Prometheus' bosom rent, 
And screams of torture tlurough tlie air be sent* 

This unguent o'er the fragrant zone was laid^ 
That bound the lovely bosom of the maid. 
Medea, hasting from the door, ascends 
The car ; a virgin on each hand attends. 
She caught the reins, and with the sounding thong, 
Through the wide city lash'd the mules along. 1230 
Behind her, the remaining virgin train 
Clung to the chariot, as it roli'd amain ; 
Succinct, as through the spacious streets they flee. 
They bind tlieir snowy garments by the knee. 

As where Parthenius' *^ limpid currents gleam^ 
Or newly bath'd Amnisus '9, in thy stream. 
Her golden chariot virgin EHan fills, 
Andswift-pac^dbmds ti*ansporther o'er the hills ; 

^7|So called became it spmog from Uie blood of ProioeUiea^ 
who was of ibe race of Titaoi. * 
A river of Paphlagonia. 
>9 A chy^and rivtr of Crate. 
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Cail'd by the scent of hecatombs from far, 
A thousand nymphs attend lier rapid car } it 
Tiie Naiacls, that in cool Amnisiis lave, 
Willi the brown Oreads from the mountain cave 
The pensive Dryads, that retirement love, 
And haunt the mazes of the shady grove ; 
And, as they pass^ tlie beasts of wood and lawSj 
With murmurs bbuid, and gentle crouchiugs^fawi 
Such was the train, all-beauteous to behold. 
The crowds receded as the chariot roU'd. 

Now, through the stately portals, o'er the plai 
With urgent speed Medea reached Uie fane : 1^: 
There from the car she sprang, with throhbit 
And eager thus the virgin train addressed: [breas 
^ O friends! some error strange misleads my tbouglj 
And near those strangers bath our footsteps brougfa 
Unwelcome visitors they seek Uiis land, 
And fill with terror all the Colchian band ; 
Hence all the female kind, possessed with fear, 
Their wonted confluence to the shrine forbear. ' 
Yet, having ventur'd thus, since none advance, j 
Our sporti^ to censure with intrusive fiance, Uo 
For wreaths collect we every fairest flow*r, 
While tuneful songs deceive the fleeting hour; 
Ttien hon:ie retain. Yet, might my counsel swajf 
Most useful were the' excursion of this day. 
My kinsman Argus— hut, my friends, conceal 
In trusty silence what I shall reveal. 
Oh ! should my father leaiii it— -woe to all ! 
What direful vengeance on our heads might faUii 
B.Mt Argus wearies me with urgent pray'rs ; ' 
Ami ev'n my sister in his counsel shares. 1ST* 
With mighty jj^ifts they would my purpose bendr 
iiy magic aid this stranger to defend 
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Ebe he mast perish. Pity mov'd my heart, 
Join'd to the treasures which he can impart} 
My word is pledg*d obedient to their will^ 
And Jason comes the treaty to fulfil. 
In secret here the treasure be divides^ 
And takes the philtre that my skill provides ; 
The strongest spell that magic can prepare. 
> Let all retire ; and all bis bounty share 1S80 
She ended ; aud her mandates all pursue^ 
Argus apart the son of ^on drew^ [break^ 
Warned by bis brethren, that when dawn should 
The fane of Hecate the maid would seek : 
I Onward he led him o'er the spacious plain^ 
And Mopsus joined them, of prophetic strain; 
Wbo^trac'd events, with prescient ear and sight. 
In voice of birds, and in foreboding flight. 
That hour might none amid the sons of Jove, 
Amid the progeny of gods above, 1399 
In yontbAd bnnty, and endowments rare, 
With Jason, deck'd by Jnno*s hand, compare. 
Around bis iace ethereal radiance play'd. 
And every gesture manly grace display'd. 
A glad amazement his companions felt, 
Such beamy charms on every feature dwelt. 
The son of Ampycus with pleasure glows. 
And fairest omens of the future rose. 



^ I tbhik I have rendered this passage io the most natoral 
ten8e» but my mdcm has been objected to. The pmeg^ may 
be rendered differently by reading lor spell, harms, and in* 
lertlug these two lioei : * 

Far different fh>m the pramiae of hie thonght, . 
AfiinM porahaaa with perditian flraaght. 

2' Sf OpMli. 



Digitized by Google 



48 , VRB AaaoMAUTici. Books* 

f 

Betide the path that to the temple ti^iuk^ | 
A poplar, with fimereal leaf^ awends : 130 
A station meet, ^vhere clast'riog rooks abound^ 
Whose ceatele^ cawing fills tlie air aroond. 
One of the nnmber claps her sable wings^ i 
And thus the will of royal Juno sings : , 
^ Poor shallow prophet, ignorant alone, | 
Of what to striplings and to girls is known! | 
Ah fool onheedhdgi a^aoroas parleys need | 
Nor babbling witnesses^ nor jealous heed. , 
Go— go thou novice, in affairs of love^ 
A vile incumbrance from thy friend temoye. 
What ? will the soft and timid maid explain, , 
Her tender thoughts before a numerous train i ' 
Oh no, their presence checks the fond desire, 
The sweet unfoldings of the mutnal fire« 
/ Hence^ hence, thow harbinger of iU rempTe, | 
OOf simple novice in affairs of love ; I 
On thee may never Cy therea smile, | 
Or young delights thy gloomy cares beguile.' \ 
Thus she reproachful. Mopsus gently smil'd ; 
Her mission ovm*d^Mul spake inaccents mild 1 
^ Alone, O Jason, to tbe lane repair, | 
There dialt thou find a virgin young and fair ; | 
Bland smiles andikind reception shall be thine^ 
For Venus will her heart to love incline. 
From her assistance shall thy toils await ; | 
So Phinens has reveal'd the will of fate* | 
Witli Argus here I shall remain apart, j 
Expecting thy return with anxious heart. { 
Thon nngly haste, and urge the royal maid^ t 
In hours of danger to b^tow her aid/ iJJ 
His prudent words their approbadon find, j 
Wlttla thoughts congenial fill Medea's mind ; 

V 

i 
I 
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111 wretched maid! nor song nor sport had powY^ 

?o fix attention in the sportive hour. 

port seemed impertioenty and harsh the strain^ 

i'hrongh music's varied soul pursued in vain; 

'iie varied melodies displease atike^ 

io chord composare to the soal can strike. 

carce can her traiu allure the wand'ring eye, 

.^o diff'rent objects thought and wishes fly* 1340 

ibsent she sat, in meditation drowned, 

iml gaz'd on all the distant pathways round ; 

nteot^ with eager eyes^ and head recitn'dy 

it sound of trampling foot, or sighs of wind ; 
Hie flutt ring heart seem'd wiug'd to leave her breast^ 
ind painful throbs the Rowing breath suppre8S*d» 

He comes — tbe subject of her fond alarms — 
le comes in all the majesty of charms ; 
fith footsteps light, exulting o'er the plain, 
hid bright as Sirius rising from the main; 1550 
kli beanteoQs from the briny snrg^ he springs, 
{ut death and mourning to the fold he brings j 
Inch &tai splendonr Jason's charms impart^ 
ioy to the sight, bnt sorrow to the heart : 
ad interview, from thee tlie maid shall know 
k direful tissue, of r^roach and woe. 
ler hurried heart within her bosom flies, 
i sudden darkness veils her swimming eyes ; 
ier burning cheek tbe deepest blush suffiu^d^ 
ler trembling knees to bear her frame reflis'd. 1360 
1*0 fly, or to proceed^ vain, vain her toil ; 
ier feet beneath are rooted to the soil. 
iow quickly vanished all the' attendant trai% 
lileot tlie hero and the maid romain. 
Jo limb tlxey movM } but, in asitomsh'd mood, 

Vith gm deliglitedp near eadi other stood; 
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Nor soimds nor gestares aoimation show^ 
Like oaks or firs that on the monntains grow ; 

Whose peaceful heads all motionless arise, 
While not a breeae is stirring in the skies ; 1370 
But, when the tempests agitate the steep, 
They wave, they bellow, as the whirlwinds sweep. 
Thus stood the youthful pair, ordatn'd to prove 
A mighty change, beneath the storms of love i 
Ordain'd that flowing eloquence to find, 
That passion dictates to the' enamoured mind. 

The wily youtli perceiv'd the heav'n-bom flame. 
And gently thus he spared the virgin's shame : 
Why, beauteous maiden, in this lonely place. 
Why gaze astonished on a stranger's ^ce ? 1380 
Think me not, like the common youthful crowds 
In thoughts capricious, and in boasting lond. 
Why sbottldst thou fear me i in my native land. 
In ease and affluence of the heedless band ; 
Not mine the mood to wake a virgin's feaTf 
Safe slept her secret in my faithful ear. 
Oh blush no more ! Whatever thou wilt, request : 
Repose thy feelings on a feeling breast* 
My fairest speak. With mutual hearts we meet ; 
No rash presumption fear ; no foul deceit. 1390 
In this most awful place where fraudful mind. 
And thoughts unhallow'd no reception find. 
Speak uncontroird. Nor let soft speech evade 
tW flattering promise, to thy sister made. 
The drugs of sootliing pow'r. This aid I claim. 
By sacred Hecate, most awful name ; 
By soft attraction of the gentle ties, 
When pleading Hi^dred to the soul applies ; 

Imitattd by Vakrioi f laccuii hb* ▼i^* 
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By Jove, Uie tViemi of wstrangers, who Ueliyliti 
In deed benevolent^ and social rites. 1400 
A twofold title to thine aid I bear, 
At once, ^ suppliant, and a .stra.u;<er here. 
By perils compassed, for thine aid I bend, 
Sole liope ill tliose dire conflicts that impend. 
We, in return, whate er tiie tates allow. 
Or strangers can in climes remote bestow, 
Will pay ; the tribute of our thanks and praise. 
And f^atitude ber monuments shall raise. 
Their labours ended, our heroic throngs 
Sliall celebrate thy praise in martial songs. 1410 
The Grecian fair thy merits shall rehearse, 
In strain symphonious, or in measurVl verse ; 
Oar wives and virgins, who with sorrow pale, 
Their absent loves along the shores bewail. 
Gratet'ul to thee the* exulting train sliaii prove, 
Peace to their hearts, protection to tlieir love > 

Thus Ariadne on the Cretan sliore, 
Daughter of Minos, aid to Theseus bore^ 
Pasipha^ fiU'd her veins with beav'nly fire. 
Derived from Phebus, lier immortal sire; 1^20 
Tboogh Minos purposed to destroy the train, 
His daughter's pity made that purpose vain ; 
To share the safety that her counsels gave, 
She join'd their wandVings o'er the distant wave. 
Dear to the <j^ods above her garland bright^ 
Adorns the glitt'iiug canopy of ni^ht; 
Rank'd with the beauteous host of heav'nly signs, 
Her crown the pledge of fume immortal shines j 
So ahoiild my friends to thee their satety owe, 
The' admiring gods their favour will bestow. 1450 

>3 The cou&iilUiiga caUed Ariadae'i Crowa. 
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We read the means in that expressive face. 

The tair deportment^ and the beaming grace ; 
There our fond hopes the bright assurance find^ 
soft persuasion, and the prudent mind.* 

Thus drop'd the dews of flattery from his tof^e. 
With nectar'd smiles her eyes she downward flung. 
Then, fiird with soft confusion by his praise^ 
Her eyes she ventured on the youth to raise; 
The virgin wish'd, but tried in vain^ to speak. 
Such tlurong'd ideas for expression seek ; 1440 
A thousand thoughts at once her fancy strikep 
Alike important all and apt alike. 
Forth from her fragi*ant bosom then she drew 
The potent charm, instinct with magic dew« 
She plac d it in tiie youtlfs delighted hand ; 
Andy had he pleased her being to demand^ 
Her life, her soul, in that consenting liour^ 
Of amorous yielding, had confessed his pow'n 
From Jason^s form, bis iace, his sunny hair» 
Such beams of beauty flashed upon the fair; 1450 
The sweet contagion, through the kindling eyeSf 
Subdued the melting heart with fond surprise. 
The fames of |)as ion drink the hurried blood. 
As shrinks within her veins the vital flood ; 
Their downcast eyes now spoke the timid shame; 
Alternate now they darted looks of flame; 
Beneath their brows sweet smiling lustre play'd^ 
Then hesitating, slow, rejoin'd the maid. 

< Attentive hear me, tiiat thou may'st derive 
The means of safety from those aids I give. 1460 
Wifh deadly purpose rankling in his heart, 
The dragon s teeth my lather will impart j 

^ See Valerias FUGCMb Uk vlL Uae 4M. 
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The fatal seed in peril thou must sow, 
A crop most fertile in despair and woe. 
Thoa, by fhe inarch of constellations bright. 
Observe the moment that divides the night. 
Bathe in the current of the' unwearied flood, 
^en, veird with sable stole in solemn mood, 
A circling trench with hallowed rev'rence trace, 
And kill a female lamb within the space* 1470 
Then rear witli unpolluted hands the pyre, 
And give the victim to the flames entire. 
Appease the goddess in that awfiil hour, 
Daughter of Perseus, sole begotten pow*n 
On Hecate libations due bestow, 
Let honeyed streams from sacred goblets flow. 
This ended, home return with backward pace, 
Nor turn at startling noise thy heedless face ; 
Though hurried steps along the causeway sound. 
Or mastiffs hoarsely bay, with note profound ; 
Shooldst thou, iil^Hted, rashly tnm thy head, 1481 
Vain are the rites and hopes of safely fled. 
8etk not thy comrades with irreverent haste^ 
Ere all precautions are observed and pass'd. 
Soon as the morning shall illume tiie sky, 
Dissolve this drug, and o'er thy frame apply. 
Unwearied strength and courage shall be thine, 
And vigour, not of men, but pow'ra divine. 
Remember too, vrith this same drug to smear 
Tiiy shield, tliy trenchant sword, and pointed spear. 
No wonndB shall pierce thee, through the potent. 

charms, 1491 
From weapons wielded ev*ii by giant arms. 
The farious bulls that roll devonnng flame, 
Shall breathe innoxious on the' enchanted frame. 
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But, oh beware! The* enchantment will not stay ; 
Its force is bounded by a single day. 
Yet, not for this Itie bold enipiize decline^ 
Some other aid in dangers shall be thine ; 
When with the fiery team, and potent hand, 
Through all the' extent is ploii^^li'd tlie rugged land ; 
When ail the tract is sown with dragoa*s teeth, 1501 
An earth-born race shall spring to light beneath. 
When thou shalt see the crowding warriors rise^ 
In secret cast a stone of ample size ; 
For this, as famishd dogs for food engage. 
The giant brotheis will in combat rage. 
Fell'd by each other as they press the ground. 
Then Join the fight, then deal thy blows around. 
Thus, safe from Mi shalt thou bear the fleece^ 
Scope of thy voyage, to the shores of Greece : 
But, let my image dwell within tliy mind^ 151 i 
And sometimes seek these shores but leave thy 
train behind/ 
She paused and silent stood, with downcast eyes ; 
A flood of tears succeeding stormy sighs j 
While she reflected he must far remove,, 
Death to her hopes, and torment to her love! 
But now with bolder confidence endued. 
She pressed his hand, and thus her speech renew'd. 
With mournful tone : * Thou, on the Grecian plain, 
Remember me« Thy form I shall retain^ 1620 
Ala3i too firmly. But, ingenuous youth. 
Disclose thy home and household gods with truth. 
What course will bear thy vessel from our coasts b 
Where proud Orchomenus her treasure boasts { 
Or, mid the waves, will iEa's nearer isle 
Allure thy wishes, apd in prospect smilo? 
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But who that virgin, theme of thy applause, 
Wliom lies of kindred to my father draws? 
Thy words have painted her as fair and yoong. 
Of noble lineage, from Ptoipha6 sprung.' 153U 

Engendered by her tears, pernicious guest^ 
Love rush'd impetuous on the hero's breast* 
Ardent he answered : ^ Neither day nor nighty 
Shall thy bright form be absent from my sight* 
If I may 'scape, indeed, on Colchian plains, 
The dreadful conflict that tliy sire ordains, 
And safely reach the happy shores of Greece, 
I bear thine image, with the precious fleece. 
My fairest asks me where my country Ues, 
My heart, my tongue, are strangers to disguise} 
Tis pleasure to perform the soft request, 1541 
By lips so sweet, and eyes so bright expressed* 
A land there is, that lofty hills surround. 
Where numerous flocks and fertile plains abound. 
Sprung irom Japetus, of heav'nly fire^ 
There dwelt Prometheus, good Deucalion*s sire. 
He first by laws o er wilhng subjects reigu'd, 
Aud towns for men, and fanes for gods ordain'd. 
Tis called Haemonia^^ by tlic neighboring race, 
There tow'rs lolcus, my paternal place } 1350 
And various other stately cities smile, 
Nor ev'n by name is known iEea's isle. 
From thence, 'tis said, the noble Minyas went, 
Who drew from ^olus bis proud descent. 
And built Orchomenus, a town that stands 
In peaceful neighbourhood with Theban bands* 
But why amuse thee with this idle fame, 
l^lly natal spot, and Ariadne s name i 

Theisaljft 
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Daughter of Minos. Let her memory live 

In that esteem beuignant actions give. 1560 
Her sire and lover she to fhendsbip ied^ 
And concord firm. M^itli healingr influence, spread* 
Oh might thy father hear the \n ords of peace, 
From those dear lips, and all his fury cease V 

Hius he, witli flattering words and soothing art. 
While sharpest anguish wrung the virgin s heart ; 
Desponding looks and moumfiil tones expressed 
The gloomy thoughts that labour d in her breast. 

^ In Greece, perhaps, the solemn pact may bind, 
And laws of honour overawe the mind j 1670 
Alas, i£etes knows no law but force, 
Unlike that Minos, theme of thy discourse. 
And far inferior to that maiden mild. 
In charms and influence, his unhappy child ! 
Oh think no more of hospitable rite ; ^ 
But^ when lolcus' towVs rejoice thy sight, 
Remember me* Be some few sighs consign'd 
To the poor victim that remains behind* 
For me, no pow'r shati tear thee from my soul, 
Nor mottier's voice nor iather's stem control. 1580 
May tame the tidings of thy welfare bring. 
Some bird propitious waft them on his wing* 
J\ bv i: ine, mi^ht the favouring breens rise. 
And oer the seas transport, and through tlie skies! 
Whiie round thee all the sports and pleasures flow, 
Tiiai tiftiaence, ease, and kindred can bestow; 
Before thee might I stand, a sudden guest. 
And say, through me these raptures fill thy breast? 
Oh might I soon be plac'd, and long remain, 
A favoured inmate with thy household train!' 1590 

Then piteous tears her lovely cheeks bedew'd; 
His gentle accents thus the youth renewed* 
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* Wish 0oty my iairest. Fruitless wish to find 

The bird of embassy^ the wafling wind* 
But^ wouldst thou yield to seek tlie Grecian shore^ 
Our maids shall honour thee, our youths adore } 
Our matrons hail thy tutelary powY, 
Our guardian goddess, in the' eventful hour } 
Whose counsels nvise and salutary charms 
Return the dearest pledges to their arms. 160(1 
To some, the tried companions of liieir youtli. 
To some, the husbands of their plighted truth ; 
To this, a brother thine assistance gives. 
That from thine hand a darling child receives. 
Oh might I claim thee, as my blooniing spoyse; 
Sole darling object of my faithful vows ; 
In hallowed league of soul vritii soul combined, 
One wishy one love, one fortune, and one mind 1 
Formed for each other, by the gods allied, 
Death, only death, our union should divide/ 1610 

His words her soul with amorous softness fill| 
Yet, starting, she recoils from purposed ill. 
Vain were thy conflicts, most unhappy maid ! 
For Juno's will, vrith pow*r contpulsive, sway'd ; 
Brief was thy force, a lover to deny, 
To Grecian shores thou art ordaiu'd to fly. 
To wreck her vengeance against Pelias plann'd^ 
The goddess claims thee, on lolcus* strand. 

Meantime^ the* attendants of the royal lair 
At <fistance watchM her steps with jealous care; 
They watch'd the progress of the wearing day, 
And silent murmur'd at the long delay* 
The sun so forward on his journey pass'd, 
Home to her parents bids Medea haste : 
Yet, all unmarked the stealing moments flow. 
Such pleasure Jason's look& and words bestow. 
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His fonU) his soothing speeclies so delight, 
Full gladly had she lingered there tiU night ; 
More cautious he, with watchful tiiought and eye. 
Late and reluctant urg d tlie nymph to fly, I6^> 
^ The day advances^ To thy motiier's arms, 
Awhile, my feirest, I resign thy charms ; 
Liest evening shades our intercourse surprise, 
Or stranger mark it with unfriendly eyes ; 
In happier moments of the' expansive heart, 
Hereafter we may meet, no more to part,' 

The lovers tlius in fond expressions vied, 
The feelings all their eloquence supplied ; 
And amorous donbt essay'd with jealous art, 
To search the secret of the lieart of heart. 1640 
The youtli his vessel and companions sought. 
Fire in his eye, and rapture in bis thought, 
Medea sought her train along the land. 
And soon to meet her came the' assembled band j 
But all unconscious, as tlie groupe drew near. 
Her thougiits were rapt above the starry sphere: 
With limbs spontaneous the bright car she gains, 
And takes the polish'd whip and flowing reins ; 
Siic la&h'd the mules, with eager course they flew, 
And soon the stately city rose in view. 1650 

Chalciope her sister now addressed, 
Witli all tlie mother laboring in her breast. 
Her sons awake the mingled hope and fear, 
Much she demands, and much expects to hear. 
In vain. Her words nor thought nor organ find, 
Grief and coufusion fill Medea^s mind. 
She hears not, speaks not, such a trance possessed 
The troubled soul and every sense oppressed, 
Down on an humble seat, beside her bed, 
She sunk, and leaned oblicine her languid head 1660 
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ProppM on her left hand, like a drooping flow'r. 
While tiom her eyes distils the briny show'n 
A gloomy cloud overcasts her thoughtful brow. 

And self upbraidings on the spirit flow, 
A calmer moment, and a deeper heed, 
In all its horrors view the promised deed. 

His two attendants youtliftil Jason finds 
Awaiting Ids return, with anxious minds ; 
He join'd their steps, and hasten'd to explain 
The' eventful tidings to the' aj^senibled train; 1670 
The* assembled train, as near the ship he drew, 
With glad surprise their gallant leader view. 
Id^^ alone, from all the train apart, 
In secret bitterness consumed his heart ; 
Is uT pleasure from the common gladness felt. 
For pride and envy in liis spirit dwelt 

Now night came ou, aud shades and silence 
brought, 

And cahn repose the youthful warriors sought. 

But, when Aurora bade the day-spring flame, 

Two from the number haste tlie seed to claim* 1680 

Bold Telamon of Mars tlic darling went, 

And, who from Heraies drew his proud descent, 

^thalides. Nor was their journey vain ; 

For from the king tlie (hagou s teeth they gain, 

Insidious gift lie sternly bade them take 

The fatal teeth of that Aonian snake. 

Whom ancient Cadmus in Ogygia slew ; 

When fair Europa ravishd from his view, 

His sister, by their mournful sirens ^ command, 

O'er many a deep he sought, and many a land, 1690 

Before his face tlie fabled heifer went 

XJuide of his way, by prescient Phebus sent 

2^ Agcnor.-^St;e (he ootci on ibU passnge at (h« end* 
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At TIjebes, beneath liis hand the serpent fell ; 
Vf ith poison arm*d be kept the* Aretian welU 
Pallas, who stoop'd the monster^s teeth to save^ 
The spoil to Cadmus and i£etes gave. 
His portion Cadmus sow'd in Hieban fields, 
And warriors arm'd the breathing furrow yields ; 
Contentious brood they bath'd in kindred gore; | 
And only they survived, whom Cadmus bore, 1700 
As denizens his rising walls to fill ; 
The parent field its earth-born children till* 
The seed ^etes to their hands consigned, 
Willi readiness that spoke the rancorous mind ; 
Though to the yoke the fiery steers should bend| 
The toil, he trusts, will in their ruin end. * 
Beneath the' horizon now the sun declined. 
His course where Ethiopian summits bind ; 
Night yok'd her sable steeds. Along the sand, 
Stretched near their cables, slept the* heroic band* 
But Jason slumber from his eye repelPd, 1711 
And fix'd on heav'n his anxious looks be held j 
Resplendent tnid the starry host from fiur^ 
The bear of Helice had turn'd her star, 
No noise was heard along the wat*ry scene^ 
)fAr breese nor cloud deformed the blue serene. : 
Twas now the time. Witii silent, stealthy pace, 
The son of iEson sought n lonely place. j 
He bore each requisite for solemn rite. 
With care collected, ere tlie* approach of night. 178P 
Part in the fold and dairy Argns sought ; 
A female Iamb and tepid milk he brought. < 
The rest the ship suppUed. The hero found, 
Far from tiie beaten path, a space of ground, 
With streams irriguous sprin^ng fresh and dear. 
He bathed his tender limbt with piont fear« 



Digitized by Google 



Book 3. THE ARGON AUTIC6. 



61 



la tlie pure lymph; and o'er his shoulders threw 
A robe from Leoinoa brought of sable hae^ 

Gift of Hypsipile, desii^n'd to prove 

A sad nieuiorial of iU4ated love. 1750 

A cubit then in depth a trench he made^ 

And wood for sacntice in order laid. 

The irictim bleeds extended on the pyre. 

And all the IiallovvM pile receives the fire; 

As o er the flames the mix'd libation falls, 

On Brimo Hecat^ the votary calls* 

^ Tremendous pow'r, assist my future toil;* 

With backward steps he slowly trod the soiL 

From deep recesses^ awful pow'r, she heard, 

Audi rising, at the potent call appeared : 1740 

Envenomed snakes witli oaken boughs entwin'd. 

Terrific wreath! lier awful temples bind* 

A mighty glare of torches flamed around. 

And dogs of hell were heard with piercing sound. 

The meadows trembled as she mov d along ; 

The Naiads waird the lakes and i ills among. 

Loud shrieked the nymphs, tiiat in the marshes lave, 

Where Amarantian Phasis seeks the wave; 

Amaze and fear the sonl of Jason felt, 

Yet in his thoughts Medea^s warning dwelt, l^p) 

With firm resolve he backward trod the plain ; 

Nor tamM him ere he r^ach'd the social tram. 

When morn begun, fair daughter of the spring, - 
Iler beams on snowy Caucasus to fling» 
iEetes rose, and dad his giant frame 
In ponderous arms ; a gift from Mars they came* 
When sank Phlegrean Mimas bath'd in gore. 
His bloody spoils the' immortal victor tore. 
Tlie golden helmet gmc'd tlie monarch s head, 
A fourfold cone its bright effiilgence shed, 1760 

VOL. lit F 
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From <ar refulgent^ like that arb of day, 

When, bath'd in ocean, he renews bis ray, 
A vast expansive shield his left hand lioids. 
Where thickest hides are plae^d in numerous folds. 
His right hand grasps the' inevitable spear. 
Weighty and vast^ the messenger of fear ^ 
The king excepted, in the' embattled field 
Aicides only could that weapon wield. 
In youthful grace fair Phaeton att^s. 
And holds the chariot ei^ his sire ascends, 1770 
The king ascending seizM the flowing reins, 
Aud pass'd the city gates to reach the plains, 
Scene of the' intended trial. 0>r the road 
His course he held extended long and broad. 
Forth rush'd tlie Colchians, an unnumbered throng. 
The king, like car-boiiie Neptune, rode along. 
When Isthmian garoes« divine spectator, bring 
The god to Taeirariis or Lenia s spring. 
Onchestus' hallow'd grove, Euboic seat, 

Or Calaureia, his belov'd retreat. 1780 
He seeks, emergent from tlie sounding floods. 
The' ^monian rock, Gerestns clotii^d io woods. 

The yontii, admonished by the royal maid. 
Dissolved tlie drug, and on his armour laid* 
Full soon the massy buckler's polish'd orb, 
The spear,and trenchant blade, that charm absorb j 
Around the youth his brave companions stand, 
And try the polish'd arms witli vigVous hand. 
To bend his pondrous lance, that gallant traia 

Theur ntaiost efforts prove, and prove in vain. 1790 

> 

^7 Phaeton, son to ^etet. 

For :<n account of jhe pt.'^ces hare ffiontioatd, tte ^tadtr 
referred ihe uules «l tke cacU 
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Tbe «Mi of Apharew ^ with rage beheld^ 
Presumption vain his haughty bosom swelled. 
His mighty fidchion at the spear he aimVI, 
Where nigh the point the brazen circles flam'd ; 
. On the firm anvil^ as the hammer sounds^ 
The firichtOD fdl, tbe folmited edge rebonnds; 
With joyful shouts the warriora rent the air^ . 
And angor^d to their toils an issue finr. 
Now Jason to his limbs that charm applied; 
And matchless energy the drug supplied^ 1800 
Inefiable^ tremendous in the fight ; 
Unmoved he stood, exulting in his might. 
Redoubled courage fill'd his ardent breast ; \ 
Redoubled strength his valiant hand possessed ; f 
And hope elates his heart, and brightens on his 
crest ) 

As when the charger of ilhistrions strain 
The battle scents, and paws the sounding plain j 
ta pride of strength his haughty crest he rears; 
At ev'ry sound he pricks his watchtui ears; 
O'er his arch*d neck the floatmg mane is cast ; 1810 
His nostrils broad propel the' impetuous blast; 
In youUifuI glory beautiful and strong. 
The son of HSmu bounded mid the throng. 
Swift as the lightning, in a wintry night, 
From pitchy darkness vibrates sudden light ; 
Now here^ now there, it glances through tlic sky^ 
And tells the' affrighted world a storm is nigh; 
So Jason mov'd his polisb'cl shield and lance. 
That quick and dazzling shot a fiery glance. 
Now came that awfiU conflict big with fate* ISSO 
The band ui order on thehr benches sate ; 
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By sonnding oars, and sinewy arms impelPd, 
Their course to reach that field of Mars they held. 
A space like those^ that goal and barrier part^ 
Where rival charioteers display their art, 
When prizes are proclaim'd^ and lists outspread^ 
To honour some ilhistrioas cUeftatn dead ; 
And horse and foot tiie ceremonies grace. 
With speed contending in the measnrM space. 
Divides tlie' imperial seat of Colchian pride, 1330 
From that domain of Mars the hcmiicide. 

^tes with the Colchian race they lbnnd« 
The lofty rocks of Caucacus around 
The crowd possess'd; beside the river hoar 
The monarch stood, upon the winding shore. 
The band with cables made their vessel £is^ 
And Jason to that arduons trial pass'd. 
His shield and spear he grasped %vith eager hand. 
And from the deck sprang lightly to the land : 
The polish'd helmefs diinmg brass he took, 1840 
And in its womb the serpent's teeth he shook. 
Nor ponderous mail his active lunbs oppresaf d ; 
Nor scaly cuirass beamed around his breast. 
Unarmed he stood, half like the god of war. 
Half like the lord of the diomal car, 
And golden brand. His eyes around he threw. 
The brazen yoke was laid within his view ; 
And near the plough with adamantine share. 
The crisis bids him for the toil prepare. 1B49 
The yontfa approach'd, advancing o^er the ground. 
And planted deep the spear with ringlets bound* 
Weighty and stron;"^, erect it stood in earth ; 
Near lay the teeth of that envenomed birth. 
Within the helmet. Covered by his shield. 
To seek the bulls he march'd along the field. 
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When sudden, from the stalls braeath the ground. 

Dark clouds of smoke diffus'd their volumes rdund* 
Seen: through the blackness by the liuid glare, 
Disgorging fire, up-msh'd the fiital pain 
Tliat object struck with fear the* heroic bands ; 1860 
To meet-the ragefiil monsters Jason stands, 
Striding unmovM^ as rocks within the deep, 
When mountain billows break, and torrents sweep« 
His shield oppos*d to meet their wrath l^e bore, 
With leveird horns they came and furious roar. 
In vain their fury the brave youth assaii'd i 
Nor force immense nor volley'd fire prevtii'd. 
On the red furnace, where the metals glow, 
Through many an orifice, as founders blow^ 
And now the bellows urge the raging lire, 1870 
And pausing now the' enfeebled flames retire, 
Ijond and impetuous roars the blast beneatb| 
At intervals ; the bulls with fiery breath 
Now panse~and now, .the flamy volumes drive. 
Quick, no:2^ious, as the cloud when lightnings 
rive, 

WithsDuood tremendous. But they smote unbarm'd 

The dauntless youth, Avith magic influence ann*d. 
Now by the horns, with such commanding might. 
He seis'd the buU that stood upon his right; 
Superior fbrce his dangerous captive held, 1880 
And to the yoke the struggling beast compell'd^ 
His foot the brazen hoof, with nimble stroke, 
Supplants, and brings him kneeling to the yoke* 
An equal fate his fierce companion found, 
The youthful hero brought him to tlie ground ; 
His ample buckler on the plain he cast, 
And flrmly striding grasp'd the monsters fhst^ 
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Oiit&tretGli*d at Jeogtb, with broad and nenrow 

breast, 

The sUuggliug bulls incumbent he oppressed; 
Smoke wreathed aromid him^ darted flames were 

rolPd ; 1890 
With hand intrepid be retained bis bold. 
The savage monarch with amaze survey'd 
The force and courage by the youtli displayed. 
Nor then regardless were the ^sllant paur^ 
Tlie sons of Tyndarus and Leda fair: 
Appointed service, near the yokes they stand, 
liiey raise from earth, they give to Jason's hand* 
Tiie&e o er each monster s neck he firmly brac'd. 
Then fiur between the braxcn pole he pbuf d ; 
And tin ew the ring that from the* extreme depends 
0*er thestiarp hook,tbatfrom theyokeextends* 1001 
Back from the noxioas glare and scordung heat^ 
The' illustrious brothers to their ship retreat* 
In haste ftom earth the hei*o caught his shield^ 
And o'er his shoulders cast its orbed' field ; 
His poIish*d helm he seiz'd, no common weight, 
Replete with dragon's teeth, tremendoos fright! 
His ponderous javelin by the midst he held. 
The biting point the* indignant beasts impell'd ; 
like tlie simrp goad by mstic bands applied, 1910 
Deep in their flanks the polished brass he dyed« 







n 




II III 



Compacted firm iu adamantine baud : 
The toiling monsters roared with fruitless ire. 
And darted fi*om their mouttis redoubled fire ; 
Loud and impetuous was their stormy breatli^ 
As blasts that menace mariners with deatb^ 
When mountuii4ilgh devonring waTOs pr^vail^ 
And fearful hands contract Uic shivering sail* 



i 
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Not long fliey mov'd obedient to the spear^ 19^0 

I'^e the rude eartli ^vas openM iu the rear ; 
The ploiigliman stout and potent steers coiubin'd| 
Ample and broad the forrow trac'd behind. 
O dire the crasii ! the sound was heard afar, 
From all the broken clods, that teemed with war. 
The youth pursuing with intrepid breast, 
And footsteps firm, the path of danger pres&'d. 
With liand iwsparing, onward as he pass'd. 
O'er the ploughed land the dragon's teeth iie cast ; 
And oft he tum'd^ oft anxious ey'd tlie soil, 1930 
Lest giant harvests should prevent his toil, 
While pressing onward, o'er the stubborn plain, 
The braaen-footed bulls their toil sustain. 
When three full portions of the time were spent^ 
From dawn of morning to the sun's descent; 
And gladsome now their weary task to leave. 
The workmen hail the sweet approach of eve ; 
The' unwearied ploughman triumph d in his toil, 
O'er all tlie larije allotted space of soil. 
Four acres lay upturned, the sliai e beneath, 1940 
All fully saturate witli dragon's teeth. 
The fiery monsters from the yoke he freed, 
And drove them terrified along the mead. 
He gaz'd around. The furrows still ramain 
A blank, unpeopled by the giant train. 
The ship he sought, and joind t,he gallant crew, 
Then in his helm the cooling beverage drew; 
Gladly the youtli indulged in transient rest ; 
With words of hope bis comrades cheer'd his breast. 
His heart expanded with increasing might, 1950 
like tlie fierce boar impatient for tlie fight. 
Who whets his tusks, and musters all liis wrath, 
And foaming waits tl^e hunti^r in his path. 
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Bat DOW the land its horrid harvest brings : 

A giant arm'd from ev'iy furrow springs ; 
And helms^ and shields, and lances^ all around, 
Jjtke bearded corn rose bristling o'er the ground^ 
The sacred space of Mars, the scourge of man. 
Toheav'n'shigh vanlts the gleaming splendours ran. 
Wlien wintry stoims, surcharged with vapours, flow, 
And heap along tlie ground the drifted snow, 1961 
The clouds disperse, and through the gloom of night 
The starry train emerge in dazzling light; 
Thus sudden brightness shot along the land. 

Admonislrd by the virgin's wise command, 

A circling stone, of mighty weight and size, 

A disk for dreadfiil Mars the youth espies ; 

Scarce could four men the' enormous mass sustain, 

With ease the hero rais'd it from the phiin ; 

Tiien rushing fonii'ard, with a sudden bound, 1970 

Aloft in air he hurl'd it, round and round. 

Distant it fell amid the' embattled field ; 

The youth collected shrunk behind his shield. 

Yet with intrepid heart. The Colchians roar, 

lake billows when they lash the rocky diore. 

With mute and blank amaze their king beheld, 

What tbrce stupendous the huge disk impell'd. 

In combat loud, as barking dogs engage, 

Tiiose earth-born brothei^ round that discus rage, 

With hideous din, and by each other's hand, 1980 

Pierc'd through withspearSytheysunkalong the land. 

like oaks uprooted by the whirlwind's sway^ 

Or mountain pines d'ertum'd in ranks, tiiey Iay« i 

As shoots a star portentous to mankind, 

Aud falling draws a train of light behind ; 

So bright at once, and terrible to view. 

The youthful warrior on the giants llew# 

\ i 
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The naked falchion lightened in liis Iiand^ 

And wounds proiniscuous felTd tlie rising band. 
Spnie half ascended into lite he found ; 1990 
Some to the breast yet straggling in the ground ; 
Some newly freed stood upright on the soil ; 
Some forward rush*d> to claim tiie martial toil. 
As when a land becomes tiie seat of war, 
The farmer marks the foe's approach from far } 
And lest the spoilers should possess the grain^ 
Anticipates the harvest of the plain ; 
The curving sickle newly edg'd he bears. 
And o'er the furrows iall the' nnripen^d ears ; 
He bears ihe corn with fearful haste away, SOOO 
Ere yet its tinge bespeaks the solar ray ; 
Dire harvest, Jason reaped that earth-born brood ; 
And all the' o'erflowing furrows boild with blood* 
Sweird by continnal rains, as torrents spread 
Despise their banks and inundate the mead, 
In various postures they resigned their breath, 
And grim and diverse were the forms of deatii. 
Some bit the' empurpled earth, and prostrate lay; 
Some backward fell, and breath'd theur souls away ; 
SomeIean'dhalfrais'd,and panted to the wind ^2010 
Some sidelong writh'd, in agonies reclin'd. 
Then sunk, extended in eternal sleep ; 
Like mighty whales, that slumber o'er tlie deep, 
£ntangl^ some, fast rooted in the ground, 
With head inclining droop'd beneath the wound ; 
Higfi as erewliile to heav'n they reai 'd the crest. 
So low they snnk with damps of death oppressed ; 
Tliusyouthful plants, surcharged with storm and rain, 
Hang their moist heads, and languish to the plain. 
Bent from the roots ; the gardener, in despair, UOiO 
Snrveys the prostrate ofispring of his care i 

» 
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And weeps his toils defrauded of their wseope. 
The pride of autrnnn lost, Pomona's Tavish*d hope. 
Such grief and rage the monarch's bosom knew. 
As o*er the' expiring train he cast his view. 
He sought the city with the Colchian throng. 
Resolving vengeance as he mov'd along. 
The second coirfliet witfi the day was clos'd. 
The sun declined, and ail tlie train repoa'd* 
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BOOK IV, 

9 

ARGUMENT- 

iEETES begins tofwpcct Ibat hit daughters, partienkrly Madea, 
must have had some share in the nnexpeeted svcoess of 

J ^Kon. — lie chUs a cottiicil of his confickntial fHends, by 
nigbi.— Medea Is alarmed, and drta<U the vengeance of her 
father.— Her first thoughts on ihe occasion lead her to end 
her life by poison. — Through the influence of Juno she n* 
solves, after a conflict l»etwcen love and fear, and the sense 
of doty, to fly firom Colchoswith the Argonautt,— 6he leaves^ 
the chy by night, and joins Jason and his companions at the 
ship.— Their naeetine described. — ^Tbe fleece of gold.— The 
dragon that guarded it described.— Jason is aided by Medea, 
lulls the latter to rest, and gains possession of the lormer. — 
Medea sails with the adventarers for Greece — Xeies pursues 
them.^Xhe Argonauts-, having crossed the £nzine sea, ttil up 
the Ister.«*Absyrtns, the brother of Medea, Is murdered, 
through the contrivance of that princess and the treachery 
0f Jason.— The pollution, indaced by this act of cruelty, is 

expiated by GirGa»al wboio island the Uioyss land.— Xheiis 
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and her nymphs condnct the ve??e! through Ihe straiu of 
ScylU and Charyb<U8.^The ArgonauU sail put ihe iaUnds 
of Uie Stf€os, (torn iwhote eochaotmenU Ihey are preserved 
by OrpbeQa.-*At Corcyra, they cncoonter the Colcfaiana^who 
pui &ue(1 them thronoh ihc Syinplcgades,— The Coldilaiit Im- 
portnne Alciiious, kin^ of the island, to deliver np Medea to 
them, that ihey may restore ber to her failier. — The monarch 
consents to aend her back to lier father, provideil she is yel 
ouraarried^ declaring at the aame time, that, if she if already 
nnited to JaiOB, he will not part man and wife: hy the con- 
trivance of Aretep wife to Aldnons, the nnptialaef MedM 
and Jason are immediately celebrated; and Alciuoos protecti 
the iovtrs.— The Argonauts again put to sea, and Jirc driven 
on the qaickaaiids of Africa; where they are in danger of 
perishing*— They are extricated from the present distress by 
the tntelary deltiea of the coiintiy,*^ltie Minyas bear the 
vetisel on their dionldera to the lake THtonia^The Heipo 
rides, w hom they find bewailing the lota of their dragun, 
sinin the prccediag day by Hercules, give them some tiding;s 
of thai hero.— iruilless attempt to overtake him. — Death of 
Canthns, and of Mopsna.— Triton appears.— His figure parli- 
ealarly described.— He (ivea the heroea informaUon and di- 
reciions reapectlnie the remainder of their Toy)ige»~Tbe 
Argonauts pass near Crete.— Marvellons adTeotnre and death 
of Talus.— At Hippiiris, the adventurers Facrificc to Phebus, 
who, standing ou the fop of a hill, enlightens their way.— A 
clod of earth, which has been given to Euphemns by Triton, 
ia thrown into the aeat and becomes an island, named Cai^ 
liste.— The Minyse anchor at the island of i£gimi» where they 
water, and loosing from thence, arrive wilboQl ftutbcr inter- 
rgption on the coast of The^saly. 



Yet once again I court the Moses' aid« 

The toils, the coansels of the Colchian maid 
Demand the song, O virgin child of Jove^ 

Dgubt Md confiitton firom my saal WDMive^ 
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Decide the tiieme — ^what ills from fate she bore^ 

Her flight immodest from the native shore, 
And kindred people. Mid tiie gloom of night. 
With thirst of vengeance filfd and stern desinte, 
The king convok'd the chieftains of his land. 
Within the palace, an afflicted band. 10 
His meditations on the conflicts dwell. 
And bhick suspicions on his daughters fell. 
Then Juno struck the royal maid with fear* } 
She trembled, like tlie young and timid deer, 
Which opening hounds with loud alarm overtake 
In deep rece^ises of the tangled brake. 
She deems the secret to lier father known, 
And every shape of misery her own. 
Her conscious maidens wake foreboding fears ; 
Fire fiU'd her eyes, and tiugUng sounds her ears. HO 
Dire were the shrieks of anguish and despair ; 
She smote her breast, she rent her flowing hair. 
In poison had she sought relief from pain, 
And rendered the designs of Juno vain ; 
But pow'r divine her changeful purpose bore, 
With Phryxus' offspring to forsidce the shore. 
A dawning hope her rapid thoughts embrac'd. 
Drawn from the casket^ in her breast she placed 
The magic hoard of drugs. She kiss'd her bed. 
And parting tears with eager passion shed. 3a 
Her fond embraces both the door-posts ciasp'd. 
And all around the' accustom' d walls she grasp'd; 
A token then, to the maternal fair. 
Tore from her beauteous head a tress <rf hair, 
Sad, sad memorial of her virgin hours, 
Offering to duty's violated pow'rs. 

1 nuit she tai^ vUit Qreecey.sad exccate the vengeance of 
Jaaor 
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She calls her mother's name with heartfelt sighs: 
^ And oh! farewell wy parent dear, (she cries) 
Far when I fly, may health and peace be thine; 
This lock alone remain of what was niinei 40 
Fai ewell my sister ; farewell household train j 
Farewell the parent walls, tlie native plain. 
Had billows circled o-er that stranger's head^ 
Ere to these shores in evil hour he sped ! 
Bane of my virtue V — ^Thos her grief she told. 
While bursting tears in ceaseless torrents rolPd. 

Wlien cruel fate bids some fair captive roam. 
Reluctant slow she leaves her splendid home; 
To grief unbroken, new to pain and toil, 
She goes to meet them on a distant soil : 50 
In soft indulgence nursed the darling child, 
Of pride parental, and affection mild ; 
Sad change! to prove on some ungenial land, 

The task degrading, and the stern comniaud ; 
Thus, diiven by tyrant love and fortune's bate, 
The royal virgin goes to meet her fate. 

The bolts and bars obey the magic song, 
And ope spontaneous as she pas^d along. 
The' expanded barriers own*d enchanted sway. 
Through narrow paths she took her stealthy way. 60 
Her feet are naked, on her gracious brows, 
And blooming cheek, the veil her left hand throws i 
The border of her robe the right sustains. 
With darkling pace the city wall she gains. 
Through the vast city borne in wild ailright, 
No warder from the turrets marked her flight } 
To seek the fane her eager thoughts were bent. 
By paths frequented oft with dire intent. 
Where s)ept the dead within the heavuig ground. 
And noxious herbs, and po toat drugs, were found. W 
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Here bad she sought materials for her chamut^ 
And torn the lingering roots replete with harms. 
As now she wander d through the confines drear. 
Her conscions bosom throbb'd with goiltjr fear. 

The goddess of the silver crescent rose, 

And ioolL'd complacent on her frantic woes^ 

An object meet to justify her love. 

* What though (she said) to Latmian * ca?es I rove j 

Not nnexampled in my wild desire, 

I seek Endymion with incessant fire. 80 

Thou too, enchantress^ oi undaunted breast. 

Thou bold intruder on Diana's rest^ 

Whose guilty tongue renew d the' insidious strain^ 

To waiie tlie feelings of my am'rous pain, 

That Cynthia might withdraw her sacred iight^t 

And free to magic leave the murky night, 

That mutter'd spells might uncontrolled prevail. 

And corses rise beneath the gHmpses pale. 

Wretch, thou hast prov'd the' inevitable hour; 

Thy hardened nature bows to Cupid*s power ; 99 

The god, tlie god, has wing d his burning dart, 

And Jason's image revels in thy heart. 

Go, dextious as thou art in spells and charms, 

Redeem thy soul from these delicious harms. 

Go, if then canst the fatal pangs avoid. 

That gods torment, and mortals have destroy'd.* 

£achnervein flight meantime the virgin strain'd; 
Oh, with what joy the river's bank she gained ! 
Led by the fires, that througli the festive night 
dieam'd clear inhonour of tlie prosperous fight. 100 
As round the flame the gallant train rejoice, 
Koird through thegloom, they heara plamtive voice^ 

« 11 le caves of Mount Latmws, where she was. fabled to bt^ 
met t;i)d>inio«u 
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For as Medea climb'd tlie rising ^round^ 
Od Phrontis* name Bhe call'd^ with &iiriUy sonnd^ 
Ol Phryxus youngest born J through darkness drear^ 
The well-knovva accents vibrate on his ear. 
His brothdrs knew the voice, and Jason knew ; 
Then silent wonder seiz d the yonthful crew. 
Thrice cali'd the princess, Urg*d by all tlie crowd. 
The son of Phryxus answer'd thrice aloud. 110 
Nor yet ttieir halsers on tlie bank were laid ; 
With eager oars they press to reach the maid. 
From the high deck the youtiiful leader darts, 
With all the tire that sanguine hope imparts ; 
With Ar^s Phrontis, springing to ttie shore. 
The kindred nionmer througli tlie gloom explore. 

The brothers stood the' afflicted maid beside. 
She clasp' d their knees, and supplicating cried : 
' Save me, lo v' d youths, preserve yourselves and me 
From stem iBetes and perdition free ; 120 
AH is betray'd. No hope for us remains, 
Save in some vessel, and the wat'iy plains. 
Swift let ns fly ere he ascends his car. 
With rapid steeds to chase us from afar ; 
The golden fleece, fruit of my bounty, take ; 
My philtres shall subdue that watchful snake. 
But, stranger, raise to heav'n thy pious hand. 
And join l^e gods to this assembled band ; 
Call them in witness of thy plighted word. 
Bid them thy oaths, thy promises record. ISO 
Should I for tiiee forsake my friends and home. 
For thee to distant climes an exile roam. 
Swear thou wilt not such confidence betray ; 
Thou wilt not leave me, to contempt a prey ; 
Swear that of kindred, home, and friends bereflL 

I shaU not be a wretched outcast left* 
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Piamtive she spoke, while piteous tears distitt'd; 

But secret joy the sonl of Jason liIlM, 

He gently rais'd her as his kaees she grasp^^ 

And soothing mild, in fond embraces clasped: 140 

^ Hear me, my faii*est. in this awfiil hoar ' 

I call on Jove, and every heavenly pow'r; 

On Jano chief, the spouse of ruling Jove, 

The sacred ar hi tress of wedded love. 

Within my native home thou shalt preside ; 

Queen of my heart, niy darling, and my bride/ 

Then for assurance of the mutual breast, 

Tlic virgin's hand with plighted hand he press d. 

Now wei e the train aduionish'd by the maid, 
To ply their oars, ami gain tlie sacred shade ; 150 
And thence by ni«rhtly ste ilth the fleece convey 
£re stera ^etes should their course delay. 
The train obey, by hopes and fears impeird ; 
Their sliip they entered, and tlieir oars they held* 
They push'd from land incumbent on their oars, 
Their cianiours echoed throuirh the windingshores. 

Then turning towards the plain, the' aliUctedfair 
Stretch^ fbrth her beauteous hands in mute despair. 
Now had she rusli'd a watry death to find, 
But Jason sooth'd her agonizing mind ; 160 
And gentle force her frantic will restrained; 
And now the ship the' appointed station gaia'd« 

What time the wakeful hunters ope their ^es^ 
And call their dogs, and to the clia^e arise j 
Whose early sports anticipate tlie morn. 
And ronse the covert with the hound and horn ; 
Ere from the dewy ground the solar ray 
Drinka the Ught traces, and the scent away } 
The youthful leader with his virgin guide^ 
l>ol>ark'd upoA the iiver'^ gra^y side* iro 

VOL. II* O 
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There where the fabled ram, with toil oppre«i*d^ 
First reached the fttraod^aDd bending sunk to rest« 
"When o^er the sounding waves from shore to shore^ 
The wandering son of A thama^ he bore* 
And near, with smoky base, an altar stood, 
That Phryxus reared retiring from the floods 
To Jove^ the stranger's friend^ whose guafdiaa 

Protects the suffering exile in his flight; [might 

And tliere, obedient to what Hermes told, 

He offered up the ram with fleeee nf gold. 180 

By Argus warned, the social band withdrew; 
The* adventurous path the chief and maid pursue* 
Along that path the sacred grove they sought. 
Where towVd the beech^ with fleecy treasure 
fraught, 

They see the plant its giant arms unfold, 
And bright between appears the pendent gold, 
like flaming clouds, vrith curling radiance bright 
That blush ilhimin'd l>y the dawning light. 
The watchful dragon^ that the fleece defends^ 
A length immense his waving neck extends. 19> 
Onward the lovers move ; his eyeballs flame^ 
And direful hissings their advance proclaim. 
Baleful and shrill was that iU-omen*d sound; 
The* esitended shores re-echoed all around* 
They heard, ^o, flir from the Titanian strand^ 
Plough tlie wide limits of the Colchian land ; 
Where Itycua from Araatea loud divides. 
And joyS;, with Phasismix'd,to roll his sacred tides* 
Scar'd by the noise, the mothers start frcmoi resl^ 
And press their new-bom infants to the breast* 200 
From buruing woods ascending to the pole^ 
As globes of smoke in iiery Yoiumes roll, 

S He was woriblpped nnder the name of Jiipilcr Phy«t«t 
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Cioud urges elovd, fhe* incemifit vapours rUe^ 
Enormous wreaths^ and wiiiri along the skies } 
The iiumster huge impelFd his coootless spires^ 
Overlaid with scales, that shone like distant fires* 
Onward he laboured with tremmdoos sway; 
The laatd advanci^d, and stood athwart his way. 
"With softest sweetest notes she call'd a pow'r, 
Bland^ but sufficient in that dangerous hour; ^10 
With warbled strain she calPd the god of sleep, 
In Liethe's dew those watcbfid eyes to steep : 
Yet more she sununom item beneath the gronndi 
The queen rever*d In shades of night profound. 
^ Rise, awful Hecate, propitious paw^r. 
Aid the bold pmpose of this fttal hour V 
Bmve as he was, and oft in perils tried, 
With faltering steps liie youth pursued his guide* 
Now wrought the mystic charm with potent sway. 
Entranced, dissolved the dreadful monster lay, 2S0 
With spine relaxed, extended o'er the plain. 
In orbs difiuse uncoird bis scaly train. 
When breezes fill the* expansive sail no more, 
And not a wave is heard to lash the shore. 
In placid silence thus the billows sleep, 
And fainguid eurls are spread dong tiie deep. 
Yet still aloft his horrid head he fear'd, 
And still in act to elose his jaws appeared 
With dreadful menace. But tfie nymph displayed 
A mystic bough, cut from the sacred shade, 2S0 
A branch ef juniper in drugs bedew'd, 
With potency by mapic spell imbued. 
Melodious charm her tuneful voice applies ; 
She waves her opiate o^er tiie monster's eyes. 
DifF us d around narcotic vapour flaws ; 

Tiie dragon smks aidMiiied in deep repose. 
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tTnmoviiif, harmless as the silent dead ; 
His gaping jaws wert fix'd, he bong his head ; 
An4 spreading like some vast meand'ring flood, 
Hispowerleasvolnmeastretchdalongtbewood. 340 

Exhorted by the maid, witihont delay. 
The youth ap^oach'd the tree to seize the prey ; 
While, near «»e dragon fix'd, the> intrepid maid 
O'er his dire head the flattering unction lud. 
She waited thus munov'd and unappall'd, 
Till to the ship the youth her steps recaU'd, 
When now departing from tlie sacred grove. 
He gave the sign of safely and of love. 

As when, exulting in reflected light,. 
ThefaU-orb'dmoon dispUiysthe torch of night j 25© 
Some maid delighted sees the splendour faU 
On the high ceiling, or the chamber wall ; 
Around she sees the circling lustre dance. 
And spreads licr veil to catch the* iUusive glance } 
So joy'd the youthful hero, to behold 
The light reflected from the fleece of gold ; 
While as he bore the glorious prize on high. 
The ruddy splendours lighten'd to the sky. 
O'er his fi esh cheek the fiery lustre beams. 
The radiance on his front of ivory streams. 26« 
That fleece was ample as an heifer's hide. 
Or skin of hinds, that in Achaia bide; 
So large it spread with the metallic freight, 
Of gohien locks that curi'd, enormous weight. 
The rays were darted round so bright uidstroB^ 
The path se^'d gilded as he strode along. 
O'er his broad shoulders now the treasure flung* 
Descending ponderous to his footsteps hung j 
Now In his hands the precious fleece he iiolds, 
And turns with anxious care tberiuning folds} 87© 



« 
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While Toand his eyes are glanc'd with jealous fear. 
Lest god or mortal should the conquest bear. 

Now rose Aurora^ blushiog from the main. 
The youthful lovers join'd the social train. 
In mute ama^e that gallant band survey 
The fleece^ refalgent with a fiery ray ; 
As bright, as flamins^ as the bolt of Jove, 
And aii to touch the sacred burden strove. 
The yoQth forbade, and from their sight withdrew. 
A new-wrought mantle o'er the fleece he tlirew. 280 
Then near the helm he phic'd the royal maid^ 
And, turning to his brave companions, said : 

^ No more despondence shall afflict this band 
Despair no longer of your native kind ; 
The vast emprize, that most aiUir^d and griev'd, 
Hope of onr toil and perils, is achieved. 
Behold this lovely maid with grateful hearts^ 
Ascribe your satety to her prosperou3 arts* 
Her to my home a virgin bride I bear, 
Alike from gi-atitude and beauty dear. 29U 
If charms, if benefits may claim your aid, 
My friends will guard our tutelary maid, 
Whose hand beneficent bestows the fleece. 
And home conducts you to your loves in Greece. 
Bnt think not yet our labours at an end ; 
What art obtained your valour must defend. 
JEetes soon with stawige throngs will sweep, 
To bar our exit to the friendly deep ; 
Some urge the vessel from these dangerous shores. 
Set man to man altefnate at your- oars. 300 
Half grasp the shield compact of many a hide; 
And be the foes in open tight defied. 
Each in tiiat hour will feel upon his hand, 

Loves, children, parents, friends, his native land, 
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All that, possess (1, deliglits tlie buiuan heart ; 
AU) all tlmt lost affliGtion can impart 
This moment calls ns to leiiowu or shame.* 
He ceas'd. His anus around the hero flame* 

Loud sboats of ardoar bunt from all the crew. 
Their leader from the sheath his falchion drew } 310 
Mor weak nor erring hand the halser amote^ 
And free from land he sees the vessel float. 
Then near Anca^us, while the helm he sway d^ 
In arms he stood, beside the plighted maid« 
Urg'd by the' exertions of that vigorous throng. 
To pass the flood the vessel shot along. 

Now from the meanest Colcbian to flie throne, 
Medea's love and deeds by ail were known. 
In armour clad the crowds to council haste, 
Numerous as billows with the wintry blast ; 320 
Numerous as leaves in forests strew the ground^ 
When chiding autumn bids her gale resound ; 
Thus countless they, in many a crowded raok^ 
With noise and fury fiU'd the rivers banlu 
With steeds illustrious, and his polish'd car. 
Amid the crowd JEetes shone from far; 
The steeds, donation of his sire the smi. 
Were swift as winds, or flying sounds, to run* 
While in the left his circling shield he took» 
A branch of flaming pme his right hand shook : S30 
Beside him lay his sp^'s enormous lengthy 
Of weight prodigious, and resistless strmgth. 
Witli dextrous hand Absyrtiis held the reins. 
Meantime, ^e welcome deep tlie vessel gaina^ 
Driv'n by the force combin'd of yoathftd nrma, 
And prosperous currents, from thatland of harms* 

^etes view'd, with anguish and dismay*— 
Tij Jove appeaUng and the solar ray, 
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With bands aprais'd ; ^ Ye gocU^ to whom belongs, 
All-seeiug powers, the pimishment of iin*oiigs, 340 
Receive my vows, my direful curses liear I 
And yoo, my sobjects, if my ¥rratli ye fear^ 
Overtake these traitoi-s, if the land they keep ; 
Overtake their vesseli if she ploughs the deep ; 
Regain that wanton from the miscreant band { 
Bring her to feel a wrathful father's hand. 
Let vengeanee swiftly seise the caitiff crew j 
In combat quell tlieni, or in Alight pnrsne.* 

He ceas'd« That very day, with active care, 
Their ships and stores the Colchtan band prepare ; 
That very day their vessels ploughed the wave, Sdl 
And sails unnumbered -to the breezes gave. 
Not ships but feathered flocks the vessels seem, 
That urge tlieir flight with many a shrilly scream. 

Meantime, the«Grecian vessel winged her path, 
Charg'd with tlie messenger^ of heav'nly wrath 5 
The breezes, that with Juno*s will conspire, 
To Peltas waft the ereatnre of her ire. 
When tlie tliird moniinj? came, the Grecian band 
Their vessel rooor'd on Paphlagonia's strand j 360 
Where sounding Halys rushes to the deep 
They land, the rites of Hecate to keep ; 
So bids the rnaid^ No conscions heart shall know 
Those mystic rites, no rhymes irreverent showj 
Be lar from such attempt, my pious song ; 
To night and awfhl silence they belong. 
Yet still the structure crowns the soundinio; shore, 
itais^d by those heroes in the times of yore. 

Now Jason calls to mind the prescient strain, 
Alike remember'd by the social train : STQ 

^ MMea. 6te aotat «t Uie end, and U)« text tots. 
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How Phiueoa sang, that« having won the fleece, 
A different ooone sbonld lead them home to Greece ; 
But what the destin'd course in doubt renaaiuM, 
Till Argua thus the latent truth explaia'd* 

^ To reach Orehomenos^ we trace the way 
Descril)*d by Phinem in prophetic lay. » 
That mariiiera a varying track may hold 
The sacred ministers of heaven nnfold ; 
They who the worsliip of the gods attend^ 
Wh^e Thebea ^ beholds Tritonian tow'n ascends 
Oldest of mortals they who peopled earth, 381 
Ere yet in heav'n the radiant signs ha(i birth. 
The Danai, sacred race^ were then miknowu ; 
The' Arcadians iield the plains of Greece alone^ 
On acorns wont^ in silvan wilds, to feed, 
Ere men the lunar wanderings learnM to read ^ 
Ere yet the heroes of Deucalioi^s blood, 
Pelasgia peopled with a glorions brood. 
The fertile plains of Egypt floitrishM then, 
Productive cradle of the first of men. 390 
There Triton, beauteous stream, irrignous flows, 
And o'er the' expanse fertility bestows. 
No rains from heav'n bedew the fiirmer's toil. 
But inundations bathe the pregnant soil; 
From thence, 'tis said, o'er many a distant land * 
A valiant chieftain led his iiardy band. 
Hei oi(! guide of heroes to the fight, 
With Europe, Asia bow'd beneath his mi|^t» 
Yet not to ravage o'er the land he spread. 
For wails iie raib d, and colonies he led ; 400 
A thousand states his conquering arms assailed, 
A iavonr'd few o'er war and time prevailed; ^ . 

s la Egypt. 
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Of most nor trace nor memory appears, 
For ever swallow'd id the' abyss ot years } 
Bnty firm through ages, iEa's waU^ remain, 
Firm the descendants of tiiat martial tniint 
Whom to that station first the warrior drew^ 
When o'er the land his conquering myriads flew* 
Still they preserve^ with reverential awe. 
Sacred memoriab of their ancient law ; 410 
And tablets, sculptur'd in the times of old. 
The paths and bounds of earth and seas unfold ; 
What course the deeps to mariners expand, 
And what the plains to those who traverse land. 
Of spreading ocean the remotest horn. 
Ample and deep a mighty stream is borne. 
From springs remote his sounding waters glide^ 
And loaded ships may on Ids bosom ride^ 
Majestic Ister. From Kiphean hills, 
Fiird with the tribute of a thousand rills^ 420 
Swoln with tlie melting of perpetual snow, 
Beyond the seats where Boreas 'gins to blow, 
O'er many a region, from his mountain source, 
He rolls at first with undivided force. [gains, 
When Scythian realms and Thracia's bound he 
In severed streams he rushes o'er the plains. 
One arm to meet the' Ionian wave he guides^ 
And one he sends, to swell Trinacria*s tides 
Through the deep baj , that joins my native coast ^ ; 
If I may knowledge of tradition boast.' 430 
He ceasM. The queen of heav'n asign display'd^ 
Auspicious omen of celestial aid. 
The heroes shout, exulting at the view, 
And urge their chief his voyage to pursue ; 

^ Tbii b a very difficult pasiac^ in ibe original : the Beogrm* 
pliy of tiM puet it rsilier nafnteUii^ble. 
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To niark the course, where leading meteors fly. 
And lambent li^iituings flask along the sky. 
Here Lycus* ofiitpring ? separates from the bandi 
And seeks iiis fatlier*s conrt^ and native land. 
They plougti the waves, tlie wind their canvass fills^ 
They hold in view the Paphlagoniau hills« 440 
Not round Carambis do they wind their way. 
But breathing gales, and heavenly fires obey; 
For still the breeze prevaii'd, and splendour ^low'd. 
Until they came where swelling Ister flow'd. 
Their frustrate hours meantime the Cdchians 
waste, 

Through the Cyanean rocks a squadron pass'd* 

Led by their youthful prince, a different train 
Explored tiie seats where Ister seeks the main* 
To cut off all retreat his coarse be sped 
Across a branch where parted Ister spread ; 450 
Thence onward, round the narrow point of land. 

His ships anticipate the Grecian band; 
And while they " sail the juttin*^ headland roond^ 












Indented bay. By Inter's arms embrac'd^ 
In form triangular an isle is placed} 
Peuce its name ; that, dark witli stately pines. 
The spreading outlet of the stream confines. 
The vertex meets the cnrrent and divides. 
The' extended base resists the roaring tides } 460 
The flood becomes another and the same j 
£acli parted branch assumes a diff^nt name* 
Above, tlie turbid Arax seeks the waves; 
That isle below the smoother Galon laves^ 
Through this the prince his Coichtanfettowersdrew; 
The branch dupeiior while the Greeks pursue. 

7 DtfQrlot. •Lg.Th^ ArgQtum^ 
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Tlierc wide the verdant pastures were displayed; 
And flocks^ deserted by tbeir keepers^ strayed* 
The rode and timoroiis natWed of the plain 
Secm'd to behold, emergent from the maio^ 470 
Devouring monsters^ vast in bulk, arise ; 
For 5>hips were strangers to their simple eyes ; 
And never yet the neighbouring tribes of Tliraee 
Had miat'd in commerce with the Scythian race, 
Tlie wild Sigynian^ the Grauccnian bands^ 
The Sindiansy who possess the Laurian lands, 
Wide-stretch'd and waste. At such stupendous 
sight, 

The savage tribes their safety placed in flight. 

Near tall Angunis now the Minyae steer'd, 
And distant now the Gauliac rocks appeared; 480 
Where bellowing Ister breaks his ample horn, 
To meet the waves, in parted channels borne. 
Now had they coasted the Talaurian land, 
By shorter progress, while the Colchian band 
Had reacli'd already to the Chronian deepi 
And all the outlets of the river keep ; 
Where, as they deem'd^ tlie Greeks their course 
must shape, 

Thatnone the vengeance of tlieir king might 'scape. 
Not so the wary Minyse. Fai* behind 
A safer passage up the stream they find ; 499 
Two isles they reach, to virgin Dian dear, 
To Dian whom the' lUyrian tribes revere. 
One sacred structure boasts her awfiil fane, 
One from their ship receives the' adventurous ti^n, 
Bafe from the myrtada» that, athirst for war, 
With young Absyrtiis guard the coast afar. 
Those isles they shann'd ; for reverence of the plact 
iUitraind.tht liiry of tiiait savage raeot 
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But^ these except^ beset with arms they found 
Each isle and shore that clos'd the channel round. 
In every station adverse myriads stood, 501 
To Nestis' plain and to Salanco's flood. 

Now crowds prevailing o'er nndannted might, 
Had cnishVi the Minya? in unequal fight j 
Bnt treaty interrupts the rude alaims. 
And sober compact stays the clang of arms. 
The Minya^ by concession bear the fleece, 
Hope of their voyage, to the shores of Greece; 
Tlie prize their chief by bold exertioii gain*d| 
Tn dreadful trials by the king ordained. 519 
Though force or stratagem possession gave. 
Let them retain, and waft it o'er the wave* 
Bnt for the maid, chief subject of debate, 
In Dian's fane let her the future wait. 
Till sceptred wisdom shall her fiite decide ; 
Or, home returning, with her sire to bide^ 

Or with the sons of Phryxus, to explore 
Unknown Orchoroenus and Pthia's shore ; 
Or yet, more welcome to the* euamour'd fair. 
To HeJlas with the Grecian chieft repair. * 620 

In such alternatives for peace they sought ; 
But various passions on the virgin wrought. 
She marked their views with agonizing mind ; 
For who the wakeful eyes of love may bUndf 
Apart their leader from the chiefs she drew, 
Alike remote from hearing and flrom view. 
Then streaming tears and mournful sounds expressed 
The painful thoughts tliat laboured in her breast* 

' Oh say, what blow thy secret counsel aims 
Agauist the wretch who Ihy protection claims* 
I know tiiy purpose ; cruel and unjust, 53i 
To love injurious, faithless to thy trust 
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Think of the splendours I have left f^r thee ; 
Think of tlie dangers whence I set Uiee free. 
Oh ttiink what vows^ what promises were made. 
In hours of peril, when I lent my aidj 
Oh fatal promises I of shame bereft. 
Through them, ingrate, my natal soil I left. 
Through Uieni, w ith frantic hand I cast away 
Imperial pomp, beneath my parent's sway ; 549 

The dearest pledges liave I left to weep 
With plaintive halcyon, while I roam the deep« 
And why ? Aiasl this dreadful price I give. 
That tliou luay'st triumph ; nay, that thou may's t live* 
In £ital labours heoce l^t thou prevaird. 
And bulls' infuriate fire in vain exhalVl ; 
And hence, un^^rateful, did ttiat earth-born band. 
Like feeble iufiBints^ sink beneatli thine hand. 
Hope of thy voyage o'er tlie distant wave, 
The, precious fleece, my happy rashness gave; 550 
Happy to thee, but fatal to my fame ; 
To female honesty an endless shame« 
What bond with thee a modest maid should send? 

Am I thy bride, thy sister, or thy friend? 
A time there was, the flatterer would bestow 
Each tender name that may from passion flow« 
Afflicting change! I feel thy love decline 
With cold neglect ; the wanton's name is mine. 
On different terms I left my regal home, 
On different terms with thee I deigned to roam ; 
Yet, be it so ; the' eternal lot is cast ; 561 
Tlie dire irrevocable doom is passed. 
Alone and friendless in thy train I go. 
Heiress of sshame, a monument of woe, . 
Encumbrance now, no partner of thy flight 

Y«t drive me not di»|ionoar'd &om thy sigi^t^ 
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Leave me not now tb sate my fatber^g rage; 
My blood alone his fury caii assui^e. 
If any pity in thy breast remains ; 
If justice in tliy soul lier sway retains; 570 
If yet remembrance can attention draw 
To the soft compact, eind the mnttial law, 
PassM in the moment when I thought we loT'd, 
Vow'd by the tongue^ and by the heart approved. 
Is this too great a boon — my worthless breath? 
Then draw thy aword^ and end ray woes in death. 
Strike here, transfix this heart, 'tis meet I prove 
From thee the punishment of foolish love. 
Say, should that king, to whom on deep debate. 
Inhuman^ tliou wilt trust a wretch's late, 580 
Sad office, to pronounce my &tal doom, 
To hnrl a mourner to the' untimely tomb, 
A miserable thrall in that sad hour, 
Should he consign me to my brother's pow'r; 
Say with what glory should I then appear? 
Or bow sustain my father's brow severe i 
My frantic love what punishments await f 
In what dire form must I encounter fate ? 
Yet hope not then thy feelings to control, 
To lull to rest the self accusing soul. 590 
For thee no breezes shall propitious blow ; 
Nor glad return tiiy guilty satla shall know. 
Hope not a blessing from the pow'ra above, 
Not even from her the' imperial wife of Jove, 
Nor aid nor joy from Juno be supplied, 
Friend of thy labours, motive of thy pride. 
Avenging furies shall my grief attend, 
And late remorise thy perjur'd bosom rend : 
And may tliat precious prize, the fleece of gold, 
*aae like a vision from thy vacant hold : 600 
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r)riv'n from thy native soil to ^hame and woe^ 
Medea's anguish Uiou shalt learo to kaaw* 
Thou who flhalt cause this doating heart to bleedp 
Licani tboii^ what demoQs Uaimt thefaitliiess deed^ 
In what deep character the gods record 
£ack violated oath, and hii pious word/ 

She ceas'd at once^ witii grief and rage oppress*d^ 
And horrors roU*d tomnltaons in her breast ; 
And now she thought with mad vindictive aims 
To hurl the brandy and wrap the ship in flames. 610 
The son of iEson trembles at her rage, 
i\nd soothing words her stormy grief assuage* 

^ My &irest, my espoused, thy terrors cease; 
To that afflicted bosom ^vhisper peace. 
Think not so meanly of thy lover's hearty 
Where no deceit or treaehery has part; 
Deem not so lightly of these hcav'nly charms ; 
Thinky could I thus resign tiiee from my wms i 

Those terms, so justly hateful in thy sight, 
Were profler^d to suspend the dangerous fighU 620' 
For fierce and numerous is the hostile band 
Assembled round thy beauties to demand; 
With vengeful fiiry young Absyrtus leads 
The crowding natives from the shores and meads. 
They think to bear thee a defenceless prey^ 
And 3rield thee captive to thy father*s sway* 
What hopes from combat with that hostile tiain ? 
Their numbers render skill and valour vain« 
What doom is thine^ in battle should we fall^ 
Expos'd to vengeance, a deserted tlirall i 630 
Hence^ 'tis the pow'r of artifice we try. 
Counsel may give what prowess w^ould deny. 
This treaty sliaii confound the mighty host. 

And all their schemes of vemeanc^ fball be lost^ 
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The nativea tiiat around by myriads arm^ 

No more shall strike our bosoms with alarm j 
Put home dispersing, cease their aid to lend. 
While ev'n Absyrtns. shall appear onr friead. 
Abandoned thus the Colchians shall remain ; ■' 
Nor fear I then to meet the' embattled trains ^ 
Should they presume to thwart my homeward way, 
Or think by farce to bear thee for their prey.' 

Soothing he spake, and her suspicions heal'd-; 
Her fatal thoughts Medea thus reveal'd : 
^ Betliiuk thee^ Jason^ what the time demandSy 
Guilt is no stranger to these dangerous hands* 
Such dire connection iinks (mhallow'd aiins^ 
Crime builds oncrime^and shmne engendeisshames* 

Since heav'n in errors plung'd my wandering mind, 
From guilt to guilt my desperate patli I find. 650 
Meet not the C!olchian bands in open field ; 
My arts their leader to thy pow'r shall yield. 
But than with splendid gifts the way prepare. 
That draws the' incautious victim to my snare. 
If won by me, in conference apart. 
The heralds lend assistance to my art ; 
What then remains? Absyrtus is our thrall, 
lie comes defenceless, by thinehaud to fall ; 
^Reft of their leader, shoidd the Colchian band 
Provoke the fight, no longer stay thine hand.' 660 
Tims they tiieir thoughts in direful aims mpl<^ 
Of mortal mischief to tlie princely boy ; 
Dissembled fondness, and perfidious smiles. 
And hospitable pledges, mask'd tiieir wiles. 
Among the gifts was fii-st and fairest seen 
A veil, thatgrac'd ttiat beauteous iiemnian ^queen \ 
A radiant purple web with hands of love, 
Which heav'nly chagit^ foi Bacchus woYe^ 

^ Hyps1pUe« 
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Where sounding ocean beats on Dia's shore, 
Thoas, bis son, receivM the gift of yore. 670 
Ajnong the treasures that her father own'd, 
Hypsipile the beauteous texture found; 
That gift at parting, ere he plough'd the wave^ 
With toys and gems, her love to Jason gave. 
A work more form'd the senses to delight, 
Ne'er soolh^d the touch, or glitter'd on the sight*. 
From all the web ambrosial odours floMr'd; 
That perfume the Nysaean god '° bestow'd 
In hours of bliss, when, with his ivory arms, 
Me held entranced his Ariadne^s charms. 680 
From Knossus her the perjur'd Theseus bore, 
And weeping left on Dia's lonely shore* 

In converse with the heralds had the maid 
In order due her traudful counsels laid ; 
Well were they schooPd with soothingspecch to gain 
The youth, and lead him to Diana's iane. 
She mark'd the time. When n igh t her veil extends. 
And stealth inspires, and fallacy befriends. 
Fictitious aims her artful words unfold, 
From Jason to withdraw the fleece of gold, j69() 
And with the treasure to her father haste. 
Peaceful oblation for misconduct pass'd, 
No willing exile, so she feign'd, from home, 
But forc'd by Phryxus' guilty sons to roam» 
The* instructions ended, the delusive fair 
Hurl'd spells and philtres througli the spungy air. 
Of pow'r to stay the wildest moimtain flock. 
And draw the savage from his cavem'd rock. 

Pernicious love, thou scourge of human kind^ 
Thou bane envenom'd of the reasoning mind, 700 

Bacchus. 
VOL. IT, H 
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What fell cootentions, what distress and woe^ 
Whatpimgs nnnmnber^d from tiiine inflaenceflowt 
Sovereign of torments, for our foes alone 
Reserve the furies by that virgin kDowo# 
O mitse, relate what snares Medea spread ' 
To join ker brother with the silent dead* 

The maiden, as by compact was ordain'd. 
Within the fane of Artemis remain d. 
The Colcluan vessels part. The Greeks display 
Their saiis, and homeward seem to shape their way* 
Deceitfni seeming! Jason and his band^ 711 
With mortal purpose, took their ambush'd stand; 
In arms relentless, working to destroy, 
With all his train that unsuspecting boy. 
Th^ fatal promises the boy misled, 
fn evil hour the* incautious sail he spread. 
His vessel skimm'd the waves with rapid flighty 
And reached the sacred isle in shades of night. 
Medea waits alone, with mischief fraught. 
Balm on her tongue, but murder in her lbou|^t 790 
Poor simple youtli ! he thinks, with childish art, 
To wield her dark impracticable heart t 
Vain thought I as soon, with feeble hand, tt» swsb 
The raging wintry torrent might restrain. 
It scorns its banks, it deluges the ground ^ 
It roars, it foams, and spreads destructipn round* 
Her airy fabric fkncy joy'd to build, 
And idle hope his witless bosom fiUfd* 
fie dreams of aid his sister may afford, 
And sees the Minyse fall beneath his s^iord. 730 | 
The wily sister tliese delusions fed ; J 
In fraudful speech the stealthy mom^ents fled; I 
While bland compliance smoothed her oily tongoSi I 
And present kindness pander'd future wrung. I 
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Now Jason from bis ambuscade advanc'd; 
Reared o'er bis bead the sbiniog falchion glanc'd* 
Terrific form I abhorrent turnVl the maid, 
And o'er her eyes htr ample veil display'd. 
With lieart presagcfiil of the' impending deed^ 
Nor fully steelVJ to see a brother bleed. 740 
ASf in the precincts of some awiUl iane^ t 
The victim ox, by sudden stroke, is slain, 
The* insiduous Grecian aim'd a rapid blow^ ' 
And, gazing round him, fell'd tiie ungnafded foe« 
Ev'n at tl'.e threshold of the sacred door 
Ue tails expiring on tlie marble floor, 
Ev'n at tlie fane the natives of his land 
Had rai:^ d for Artemis, with pious hand, 
Sank on his linees. As forth the life-blood gush'd. 
O'er both his hands the purple torrent rush'd, 750 
As in the mortal agonies he press'd 
The ghastly wound that gap'd upon his breast 
£v'n as his sister tum'd her head away, 
Her head attire was dash'd with purple ftpiajr* 
The darted rills that smok'd along the ground, 
Bedew'd her snowy veil that floated round* 
Power all-subduing, ever unsubdued, 
With piercing glance oblique the fury viewed. 
Of terrors queen, of ills and crimes the cause, 
Ev'n she with horror mingled her applause. 76* 

The^ slayer took the first-fruits of the slain, 
For mystic rites, that conscious fears ordain, 
Atonements, that, in ancient days decreed* 
Absolved the man of blood's atrocious deed. 
Then from the wound the reeking skin he tore. 
And suck'd with quivering lips the streaming gore« 
Thrice from the panting breast he draws the blood ; 
Thrice from his teeth ejects the horrid flood* 
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TheOy bathM in streams yet welling from the wound^ 
He gave the ttfeless body to the ground. 770 
There, still entomb'd, his bones for ever sleep ; 
And still the abipling^ name the natives keep. 

Soon as the Greeks the glaring torch surve; 
Appointed signal of the treacherous maid. 
The reins to joy and martial thooghts they give. 
And full against the Colchian vessel drive. 
Then iaU impetnous on the' astonished crew. 
As pooneing hawks the timid doves snbdne ; 
Or ravening lionsi that in midnight hour^ 
To thin the fold vrith savage fury poor. 780 
Fierce and destnictive, the relentless train 
Nor art eludes^ nor courage can sustain. 
Now here, now there ttiey dart, with Ughtnmg% 
And all existence withers in their course, [force, 
Kow Jason flies to share the warlike deed. 
And yield that aid his comrades scarcely need. 
One care alone the social band possessed ; 
Doubts of his safety filled each thoughdiil breast 

And now the' assembled chiefs in council sate, 
The future voyage wakes the deep debate, 790 
The princess on their eonsnltations broke, 
As Pelens thus among the leaders spoke : 
^ Bly counsel is, ere mora resumes the sky. 
To man the vessel, and our oars to ply ; 
Mark where the foes attend in dread array. 
And opposite direct your cautious way. 
When mom shall come the past events to show^ 
Doubt and confusion will possess the foe ; 
'Reft of their leader "knid the shades of night, 
Nor scheme nor head combines them in the fight; 

Dissension through their myriads shall prevaili 801 
nnmolested leave our flying sail.* 
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His coamel pleas'd. The warriors spring from 

land^ 

The benches line, and row with vigorous band. 
Their toil with nerves unfiulmg they sustain'd^ 
And now Electris' ballow*d seat tliey gain'd, 
I^t in their progress of that ishmd train. 
Where Po descends to meet the briny main. 

Emotions miugled of dismay and grief^ 
Possessed the Colchians for tbeur ravished chief. ftlO 
Yet o'er the Ciironian deep, with vengeful thought. 
The Grecian vessel and her crew they sought. 
In vain. The Argonauts were Jnno*s care ; 
To tliwart their foes, terrific lightnings glare. 
Final discomfiture, cUspers'd they roam. 
Impressed with honor from their native home. 
JEetesi* cruelty such terror bred, 
That waud'ring far to distant climes they fled. 
Absyrtus' name some bid those isles retain, 
That yielded refuge to the Grecian tram ; 8!^ 
Some raise the distant tow'rs, with exil*d hand, 
Where Panyasis bathes the' Illyrian land ; 
And where a monument of ancient ftme 
With Cadflius joins his lov'd Harmonia's name. 
As denizens augment the' Encbelian race. 
And lose the memory of their native place* 
Scar'd by the thunders of almighty Jove, 
Some to the high Ceraunian summits rove ; 
And still the name records the dread event, 
Derived from glancing fires through ether sent. 830 

When now the voyage seem'd from perils freed^ 
The heroes through the watry vast proceed. 

11 For ibe ttory of Cadmiu and HarmoAia^ m noUi at Ui« 
end. 
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Hyllcan seats the" adventorons band explore. 

And bind their cables from the 

Along the coast, where clastering islets rise, 

Dangerous arul difficult the channel lies. 

No more the Mmyse from the natives find 

Repnlsive welcome, and nnfiiendly mind ; 

Bland they receive them, in their counsels share, 

And means to prosecute their course prepare. 

A fair donation their affections won, 

A hallowed tripod of Latona's son. 

Erewhile, to Jason had the god of light 

Two polish'd tripods given, of fabric bright; 

Wlien Pytlios' shrine oracular he sought, 

And the long voyage tiird his anxious thought. 

A mighty privilege the gifts endow'd, 

By fate, in that auspicious hour, bestow'd, 

To guard the land, where treasured they remain. 

From wasting inroad of the hostile train. 850 

Deep in the bosom of the peaceful ground. 

Where fair Hylleis lifts her tow'rs renown'd| 

The treasure lies conceal'd within the soil, 

A depth inscrutable to human toil. 

.No longer flourishing in youthful bloom 
The king they found ^ he slept within the tomb, 
Young Hylltts. Him, on the Phaeacian sliorCi 
F&ir Melita to strong Alcides bore. 
For there a refuge in his youth he found, 
When good Nausithous tlie sceptre own'd : 860 
PressM with a weight of guiltless blood he rang'd, 
And soon for Maoris this asylum chang'd. 
Some expiation there he hop'd to find. 
For conscions guilt lay heavy on his mind. 
Since by their father's hand his infants bled, 
In frantic mood, of melancholy fed* 
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Thee; narsing mother of the roseat god^ 

Thy viny plaints the' illnstrioiis watiderer trod- 

Tliere, beauteous daughter of the i£gean luaio^ 

Fair Melita renew'd his amorous pain ; 870 

She crown'd his love, and to the liero bore 

The gallant Hyllns ou that lonely shore. 

High<*niinded youth, when manhood he attain'd| 

The state subordinate his soul disdain d. 

He scom'd the region where Nausithous sway^d^ 

And all his nod implicitly obey'd^ 

The native ti*ain be led, and wandered wide^ 

0*er Chronian waves with freedom for his guides 

Phseacia's king his aid and counsel gave ; 

And here he ceas'd liis wandrings o er the wave. 

Not long he rested in the seats he ehose } 881 

With fierce Alcntoi ians deadly war arose, 

To guard the numerous herds and rustic band^ 

And Hyllus sunk beneath the spoiler^s hand. 

But sing, ye muses, how the' adventurous train^ 
Pass'd from that sea to reach the Aiisonian piaio^ 
Say, how to those Ugustic isles they came, 
The Sloecliades, so call their modern name, 
btill do these regions true niemprials hold, 
Of wanderings wide, and navigation bold^ 890 
What ruling winds the destination e:ave, 
On shores unknown to bid their ensigns wave? 
Say, goddess, why that deytons 0001% they held } 
What good allur'd, or what distress compeird? 

Father of justice^ sire of gods and men^ 
Who marks our actions with atl^seeing ken, 
Jove, from on high, beheld Absyrtus bleed^ 
And doom'd to punishment that impious deed« 
Peace or remission none for them remain'd; 
£temal wisdom this decree ordaiu'd; 
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That guiltless blood sboiild agitate the band^ 
And vengeful furies hunt from land to land. 
Till riteSy which Circ6 might perform alone. 
Should chase those horrors, and for guilt atone. 

The doom mysterious not a chief could read, 
For darkness veil'd what righteous Heaven decreed 
And now they pass from that Hyllaaan plaia^ 
Where countless isles lay ciust'ring in the main, 
And those libnnuan seats in order trace. 
Of old tlie mansions of a Colchian race, 910 
Resounding Issa, with her rocky steep. 
Fair Pityaea, smiling on the deep. 
Still forward borne, they to Corcyra came,* 
Where amorous Neptune placM the beauteous dame. 
Sprung from Asopus, nymph with golden hairj 
From Phlius far he led Corcyra fair. 
With forests dad the gloomy hills arise, 
At distance blaekeninj? on the sailor's eyes. 
And hence that isle is black Corcyra nam*d^ 
An epithet to mark the' appearance framed. 920 
The winds propitious to their course prevail. 
And Melita they pass with swellipg ssdi. 
The tall Cerossus, and with head more high, 
Nyjnphsea proudly towering to tlie sky. 
Daughter of Atlas, here amid the deeps 
Her magic court ihe fair Calypso keeps* 
Distant, half veil'd in clouds and vapours blue,* 
Ceraunia's doubtful hills they seem to ^iew. 

Then Juno read her consort's secretmind, [signed* 
And schemes of vengeance 'gainst the Greeks de- 
Hence, that tlie train lustrations m^ht perform^ 931 
To thwart their conrse she sent the friendly storm^f 
They hurried retrograde with rapid flight) 
Electris, rocky island, rose in si|^t» 
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Here, as the vessel plough'd the salt profound^ 
Snddeo they beard a deep and awfiil sound. 
With human speech endow'd, the gioaiiiug oak| 
In boUow tones amid the timbers spoke^ 
Where placed by Pallas from Dodona's wood^ 
With vocal pow'rs, oracular it stood. 940 
Amaze and horror fiird the Greeks to hear 
iSo strange a voiee announcing words of fear. 
* What dreadiul tempests on your course await ! 
What endless wanderings by the doom of fate 1 
How long through pains and perils most ye rove ! 
Such tlie decree, and such the wrath of Jove I 
Unless fair Circi shall remove the stain 
Of blood, conti*acted from Absyrtus slain. 
Yet more, the twins of I^eda must repair 
To win the fiivour of the gods by pray'r ; 95a 
With gales propitious, that the ship may keep 
Her steady course along the' Ausoniau deep, 
Till Circe's island cheer the longing sight, 
Daughter of Perseus, and the god of light/ 
Thus Argo spake, as day began to ciose«r 
The sons of Tyndaras obedient rose. 
The wishes of the Greeks their voice expressed. 
Their Ufted hands the heaVnly pow'rs address'd. 
With dovrocast eyes the Minysa stood around ; 
Their humbled spirits sunk in awe profound. 960 
Their flying bark with swelling sails convey'd,* 
Within Eridanns was deep embayed. 
Where, blasted by the lightning s darted ray,^^ 
And rushing headlong from the car of day,. 
Young Phaeton, unfortunate as fair, 
Expiring fell, and quenched his flaming hair 
Deep in the channel of the spreading stream; 
The waters still emit a fiery steam, 
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As boiling from tlieir lowest depth they swell. 
Where pierced with fiery wounds the stripliDg fell. 
There birds in vain their sounding pinions urge, 971 
O'erpowei^d they sink in that sulphureous surge. 
The daughters of the snn^ a mournful band^ 
Aloni,^ the bank, enclos'd in poplars stand. 
Still from their leaves re>oiiuds the voice of woe, 
And stilly for Phaeton, their sorrows flow 
Still sensible of erief their loss recal, 
While drops of amber from their eyelids fiill| 
That bright and liquid, scattered o'er the land. 
Consistence from the chyinic sun demand. 980 
When loud and shrill the wintry storms arise^ 
And bid the swelling stream bis bank despise ; 
Gloomy and dtep the Po inundates round, 
His waters sweep the ti*easure from the ground^ 
In giddy whirlpools. But the Celtic race 
To nobler origin that substance trace ; 
£v'n to tiie tears by weeping Phebus shed. 
In fond remembrance of his oifspring dead. 
For mucti lie wept, with grief and anger fraught, 
What time the Hyperborean race be sought ; 990 

Stuuir by reproaclies from the siro of gods. 
For earth he left the starry-pa v'd abodes. 
Sorrowing for him, in Lacerea fur. 
Whom to the s^od divine Coronis'^ bare. 
Where to the main bright Amyrus descends^ 
The pow'r that health to wretched mortals sends. 
Such the tradition of the Celtic thron<r, 
Preserved in fable, and rehears'd in song. 

No gleam of pleasure cheer'd the consetmis erew, 
No sense of thirsty no care of food^ they knew. 1009 

iEscalapius. 
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All day they mourn'd,aQd languish'd ; where preyail'd 
Mephitic yapours, from the stream exhal'd^ 
Tliat o*er the Po incessant baneful rise, 
Since Pliaeton fell flanuDg from the skies. 
. While glborn prevail -d, in accents sad and clear^ 
The mourning daughters of the sun they hean 
They wept their brother lost. The tears at mor% 
Lake drops of oil, were on the cnrrent borne. 

Then the deep courses of the Rhone they gain, 
Who, mix'd with Po, fraternal seeks the main; lOia 
Where steepy banks the narrow channel bound, 
With bellowing voice Uie confluent waters sound, 
From central depths, within the hollow groondi 

The j;ates and resting place of ni;^ht profound. 
The Rhone, impetuous bursting, fiercely roars. 
And hnrls his raging stream on ocean's shores. 
While here he hurries to the' Ionian main, 
And there descends, Sardinian waves to gain. 
Difinsive there seven ample months convey ' 
His parted waters through the spacious bay. 1020 
Onward they pass, where spreading lakes expand 
Their squally shoals along the Celtic land. 
Here dangers unforeseen the* adventurous wait, 
A sunken rock lies fraught with sadden fate'^. 
The Greeks unconscious near perdition drew. 
And never had returned that gallant crew; 
Here Argo, though by hands divine composed, 
Her course disastrous had for ever clos'd. 
But Juno provident, from fields of air, 
Snrvey'd their peril with parental care. tOSO 
Descending on the Hercynian mount she stood; 
And loud recalled them from the fatal flood. 

>3 AlUer, marabei wide. '4 See DOte oa tbU passage^ 
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Aghast tliey stood, with fear aud wonder fiird ; 
Through air around the warning accents tbriU'd« 
Obedient then a backward course they trace^ 
Thro the known channels of that dangerous place. 
Before the voice precursive li|^tnin§^ broke^ 
The sacred presence pealing thunders spoke« 
Yet still tliose straits the lab'iiug bark detained ; 
And ocean'ssea^beatsliorefiiUlate they gain'd. 104O 
While, by imperial Juno's counsel sway'd, 
'Mid various nations of the Celts they strayed* 
Thus many a tribe of the Ugurian shore 
Unheeding and unheeded they explore. 
Still, as they pass, the guardian goddess shrouds 
Their daring progress in a night of douda. 
The bark secure the midway cbamiel keeps. 
Incumbent on the noon while darkness sleeps; 
And gains the Stcechades, while from abore 
Divine protection guards the twins of Jove, 1050 
And altara still preserve their ancient praise^ 
Where sacred rites are paid in these our dayi« 

And, first in that eventful voyage, shown 
Their saving aid to mariners is known* 
To Heav'ki exalted, by the will divine, 
Propitious still to mariners they shine. 

The MinysB reach'd ^thalia's sea-girt soil. 
And bath'd their limbs subdued with ceasdess toik 
With pebbles on the shore that ready lay 
They chaf 'd the skin, and cleans'd the sweat awaj« 
And still the spotted stones along the shore, 1061 
Confess the labours that the heroes bore. 
And many a famous monument remains; 
For still that isle their disks and arms retains ^ 
And Atiil a port, preserving Argus' name. 
Records the memory of their ancient fiimer 
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Borne on the swelling of the* Ausonian deep, 
Full in their view the Tuscan shore they keep. 
With rapid flight they reach the fiimous port. 
Where skill'd in magic Circ6 held her court. 1070 

Beside the waves they found the beavUy iair^ 
The braids adjasting of her radiant hair. 
Appalling forms, iu visions of the night, 
Had fiU'd her 86al with wonder and affright. 
Through all her chambers, and the courts below^ 
Redounding streams of blood appeared to flow. 
The treasures of her art, the mystic anns^ 
The hoarded armoury of drugs and charms, 
That stranger guests subdued beneath her sway, 
On these the flames devoiiring seem*d to prey. 108^) 
Then o'er the fire she cast tlie' empurpled stream, 
With hurried hands^ and quench'd tlie trembling 
gleam: 

Then seem'd her fears to cease. With early dawn, 

Her steps were to the sea-beat margin drawn, 

WiUi pious rite|y averting ill, to iave 

Her hair and gannents in the briny wave, 

A train of beasts, not fierce, like those of chase. 

Nor yet in form of godlike human race. 

Bat something mingled between brute and man. 

With action mild, beside the' enchantress ran ; 1090 

As gentle sheep, in myriads, where he leads, 

Attend the shepherd througli the flowery meads. 

Their forms were doabtftil, as when teeming earth 

On living things bestowed primeval birth ; 

While she, great parent, moist and pliant lay. 

As yet unhudeu'd by tlie stroke of day ; 

From vital principles of every kind, 

Her first rude work she various lunbs combined i 
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nataw^ hand from time ^q^rieaee gauM^ 

Derided fis^ires genders ascertain'd. 1100 
In mute atteutioii thuB around their queen^ 
Discordant shapes, ambigooos kincb were Been. 
Stupendous scene ! the heroes stood amaz*d ; 
And speechless wonder on the' enchantress gaa*d« 
Soon as her port and features stmck their view^ 
Tlie sister of tlie Colchian king tliey knew. 

The nightly terror of her dream dispell'd. 
Home from the beach her course the' enchantress 
With soothing action and demeanour bland, [held. 
The train she beckon'd with deceitfiil hand« 1110 
But Jason at the shore his comrades stay'd. 
Alone proceeding with the Colchian maid. 
They followed Circ6 ; and together trod 
The path that tended to her proud abode. 
On splendid seats the' enchantress bade them rest; 
But donbt and anxions thoughts hersonl possessed. 
Their steps unsonnding through tlie palace pass'd. 
The vestal hearth they sought wi|h silent haste; 
Then, motionless, with downcast eyes tiiey sate^ 
As suits the humble suppliant's piteous state. 1130 
Stung with reproaches of the conscions ndnd. 
Between her hands tlie maid her face incUn'd ; 
While leaning on the hilt with grief profound, 
The youth ii^'d his falchion on the gromid ; 
Nor lifts to vengeful Heav'n hi.^ drooping eyes, 
While gloomy thoughts for slain Absyrtus rise* 
Fair Circ6 marked their deep desponding modd ; 
She recognis'd the ftigitives from blood ; 
Rever'd the suppliant's right with pious awe; 
And bow*d submiss to Jove's imperial law, 1130 
Who makes the suppliant his peculiar care, 
And, ev'n in punishment, inclines to spare. 
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The' atoning sacrifices she bef^. 
That stains of blood remove from wretched man; 
For refuge when he flies to Vesta's shrine. 
And seeks remission from the powVs divine. 
High o'er their heads tlie little swine she held. 
New from the dain, and paps with nurture swell'd. 
She pierced his throaty and^ cleansing blood witli 
blood, 

Her suppliants tinctur'd in the purple flood, 1140 

Then ceremonies fill'd the solemn hour, 
To calm the wrath of every vengeiul pow'r^ 
And lustral Jove was caU'd, at whose command 
Oblations pure absolve the slayer's hand. 
This done^ her train, full many a Naiad maid. 
The' ablutions from the splendid dome convey'd» 
Witliin, to sober vows and whispered pray'r, 
That bid the furies drop tlie scourge, and spare. 
The flame with salted cakes the* enchantress fed ; 1 
And sweet libations o'er tliat ofiering shed 1150 5- 
Of mighty pow*r, to soothe the gliding dead ; 3 
Whether a stranger's death their hands embrued. 
Or Uie dire stain from kindred blood accru'd. 

The solemn expiations were complete* 
She caird each suppliant to the polisli'd seat, 
Full in her view, and near. Tlie speecli began, 
^ What climes they visited, what seas overran* 
Say, graceful strangers, from what part of earth, 
Ye claim protection at the sacred hearth?" 
StiU, with the memory of her dream possess'd, 1160 
Doubt and disquiet fill'd her auxious breast. 
Fondly she listened, with attentive ear. 
The native accents of that maid to hear« 
Soon as Medea lifted from the ground 

Those eyes that beam'd celestial glory round, 
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That liquid golden fire, effalgence bright, 
Which marks the beauteous progeny of W^hU 
The daaghter of that tyrant atern and boldy 
In Colchian speech a tale of sorrow to!d. 
In tuneful 80uncte| her soothing words explain d 1170 
The toils^ the travels by th^ band snatahi'd ; 
And how she fled her cruel father's wrath^ 
With Phryxos' otikpring tliroogh die waf ry path ; 
But some events her cautions tongue forbore ; 
Nor spoke Absyrtus weit ring iu his gore. 

In vain. Her inmost bosom Circ^ read ; 
Yet tears of pity for her sufferings shed. 
And thus she spake : ^ Ah wretch, in evil hour. 
Thy steps adventorons left the prineely bow'r! 
What saving hand thine anguish shall delay ? 1 180 
>What force protect thee from a father's sway i 
His rage untir^d will hunt thee o'er the flood ; 
And ev'n in Greece avenge thy brother's blood. 
Great is thy guilt. Yet, since the suppliants name^ 
And ties of kindred, my compassion claim ; 
From rae, though merited, no mischief prove. 
But hence I warn thee. From these walls remove. 
Hence, witti that stranger, ^mong whose followers 
A father's curse and duty are thy scorn. [borne, 
Hence with the partner of thy guilty choice ; 119^) 
No more assail me with that plaintive voice. 
Thy presence here the sacred hearth profanes; 
I shrink abhorrent from thy guilty stains. 
I shnn thy counsels, nor assist thy flight, 
From feme, and every form of feir and right.* 

She ceas'd. And, fiU d with grief, the royal maid 
Before her eyes the sUnmg veil displayed, 
To hide her tears. Her frame with terror shook, 
fler hand with gentle action Jason took. 
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And led lier tbrongh the portal. Mighty woes, 1200 
In briny torrents, fonnd a brief repose. [move ; 
Tremblino: she went. Thus IVom tJie doors tUey 
Nor heedless was the' imperial wife of Jove. 

Already by her fatthfiil envoy shown, 
£ach circumstance was to the Goddess kuowa# 
Erewhilei observant of the Grecian train^ 
Fair Iris left the stariy-pav'd domain. 
For Juno sought to iearn^ with anxious care, 
When to their bark the Minyae should repair. 
This trusty instrument of her desires 1210 
Again slie calls ; again her aid requires ; 
' Haste^ nymph belov'd, my wishes to Ailfil ; 
Toil is thy pleasure, when it works iny wilh 
Witli rapid course on varied pinions svveepi 
And summon Thetis from the briny deep. 
Say, Juno seeks her aid. From thence repair^ 
Where Vu1<^d's forges cast a roddy glare 
Alon;; the strand, and deaf ning hammers somoid 
On massive anvils to the vast profound. 
From labour let iiim cease^ and still the blast^ 1289 
Parent of Are, till Argo shall have pass'd. 
Thence to the caves of ^olus repair, 
Sopreme o'er winds the progeny of air; 
My wishes to the stormy pow'r explain* 
Let peace and stillness through his empire reign^ 

truant tempest issue from his caves ; 
Nor ans^ry surges curl the sounding waves. 
liCt gentlest zephyrs o'er the billows smile. 
Add Wiift the heroes to Pteacia^s isie«' 

.Slieceas'd ; the nymph her pinions li^ht extends^ 
And swiftly through the fields of air de- rends. 1231 
Deep, deep she plungVl, beneath the'i£gean tideSy 
In regal state, where hoary Nercus bideii. 
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To Thetis first was Jano'« mandate giv*ii; 

Andy urg'd by Iris, she repaired to Heav'n. 
Next tlie fair messenger to Vulcan came ; 
The bellows ceas*d to swell the roaring flune; 
Attentive to his parent's high behest, 
Through all his caves he bade the hammers rest. 
Last the fam'd-son of Hippotas'^ she finds, 
Immortal ruler of the stormy winds. 
To him her message, while the nymph addressed. 
And, pausing, bade her weary pinions rest; 
Fair Thetis left her sisters of the waves, 
And ancient sire, wittiin the comi caves ; 
And hasting to tiie blissful seats above, 
Obedient sought the' imperial wife of Jove. 
Her sovereign Juno at tier right-haiid placed, 
And thus address'd, with fiiir reception gracM« 

* Now, lovely Thetis, with attention hear 1250 
The words I destine tor thy private ear» 
Thou know*st how much my oares for Jason wake, 
And those brave spirits, who his toils partake. 
Their vessel through the wandering isles I bore, 
Where, chargM witli fire, tremendous tempests roar; 
Where pointed rocks the savage shore defend. 
And thundering waves the mortal barriers reiid. 
But, if aright I read the page of fate, 
The' adventurous train yet greater dangei'S wait« 
Foil in their path the rocks of Scylla lie, 196a 
With dire Charybdis whirling to the sky. 
Thee, from a child, I nursed with partial hand, 
More priz'd, more lov'd, than all the sea^bom baud^ 
Since thy proud virtue scom'd tlie vows of Jov^ 
That wanderer, ever prone to lawtesa love*- 

>s Arias. 
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Mortals^ immortals, in promiscuous tfaroiigs 
With ali alike the noptial eooch he wioags^ 
Thy pions miDd rever'd the wedded law^ 
And Juno's rights inspir'd a virtuous awe« 
Hence^ as thou know'st, his wrathfiil doom he bonndy 
By that dire oath the Stygian waves profound^ 1871 
Tiiat never god, of all the' immortal train, 
Should beauteous Thetis for his bride obtam. 
Yet still resistance seem'd to fan the fire, 
And still his gbince betr^y'd unchaste desire. 
TUl Themis,^i^enenible powY, reveal'd 
The high decree, from eldest time conceal'd^ 
Perdition seek, let Thetis erovirn tiiy love^ 
Produce a son, the conqueror of Jove. 
His passion then he curb'd with prudent fear^ 1280 
Lest in his son he should a rival bear. 
While I to recompense thy prudent mind. 
The first of mortals for thy spouse assigned. 
To meet thy chaste deshres vrith mutual flames 
And glad thee vrith a mother's tender name. 
The gods I summoned to the nuptial rite,^ 
And I myself sustamfd the nuptial light, 
Kejoie*d to give, in that auspicious hour. 
Each mark of. honour that my love could show'r. 
Yet more, vrithout disguise, I shall unfold lX9ir 
The destinies, by mystic fate enroll'd. 
When thy lov'd son shall seek the* Elysian plains,^ 
Whom Churon now vrithin his cave detains, 
With gentle Naiads, who indulgent share 
The wakeful duties of parental care. 
There is he doom'd to wed the Colehian maid; 
Thy future child demands thy present aid. 
And Peleus too, I see thine aqger £ame ; 

Bnt what existeace is CKempt from bteme? 
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He nu^ haYe eiwd, bot powerful At^ 6ie8^ ISOO 
Ev'n through the blii^ftil nmmionB of the skies. 
Vulcan, I trust, will yield to my desires, 
And bndi through all his caves the raging fires; 
TTliile yEolus forbids the storm to sweep, 
And only zephyrs wander o'er the deep. 
Each element shidl witii propitious smile 

Conspiring waft them to Pliaiacia's isle. 
Thence I confide them to thy guardian care ; 
Their^safe return thy counsels shall prepare. 
Tremendous rocks the boding fears excite, 1310 
And mountain billows teem with wild affright. 
Yet from tlieBe perils, with benignant hand. 
Thou and thy sisters may protect the band. 
Let them not drive incauti^ous through the waves. 
In greedy whirls, where dire €harybdis raves, . 
WheeFd by devouring eddies round and rouud^ 
Absorbed to perish in the salt protbund. 
Nor let them Scylla's dire recess attain. 
The monstrous terror of the* Ansonian main. 
Appalling ofl&pring, she from Phorcys came, 1S20 
And Hecate, whom men Cratais name, 
Night-wandering power. Around her dogs of hell 
The billows vex, with never-ceasing yell. 
The choice of heroes be it thine to save, 
From ravening jaws, that gape amid the wave. 
Safe let their bark the course of peril run ; 
However near, destruction let them shun/ 
Then Thetis ausweril : ^ Let the'tempests sleep. 
And raging fires within tbdr caverns keep ; 
No danger from devouring billows fear, tSSO 
Through 4bem the vessel I profess to bear. 
Let gentle zephyrs o'er the deeps'pKVail, 
And safe to Greece I speed their flying saiL 
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But distant seats the' occasion bids me tiace^ 
To meet my sisters of the Nereid race^ 
And gain concurrence 'Of their friendly pow'r^ 
No mean support in that laborious hour. 
From thence with rapid flight I seek the landy 
Where Jason's bark is anchored near the straud ; 
And urge the crew, when morn shall glad the sky. 
To spread their sails^ and o'er the billows fly.' 

Thcisc accents ended, downward she repairs, 1342 
Through curling Yapours and through eddying airs. 
Her native realm, through amre waves profound^ 

She sought, and calPd the sister Nereids round. 
When, crowding at the well-known voice, theycamCy 
She spake the will of Heaven's imperoal dame. 
Prompt, at her bidding, from their parent caves^ 
They throng'd obedient thro' the* Ausonian wwes. 
But Thetis^ swifter than the lightning's gleam^ 18M 
Or rapid progress of the solar beam. 
That, partiug from the moming's orient birth^ 
To western limits traverses the earth, 
Full soon appear'd upon i£ea s strand, 
Near the wide limits of the' Etrurian land* 

The Grecian youths beside their bark she finds, 
With disk and javelin they relax'd their muids. 
PteleuSy her spouse, was with the gallant crew ^ 
She sciz'd his hand, and from the crowd witlidreW* 
To him alone his consort shone reveal' d ; 136U 
A mist her beauties from tiie rest conceard, 

* No more inactive on the shore remain ; 
Witli dawn returning plough the watry plain : 
So Juno wills, whose kind protecting pow*r 
Wakes for your safety in the dangerous hour. 
She bids the' ass^bied £i<ereids of the tide 
Your vessel tbroui^h tiie vrand'ring islets guide» 
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There lies the future voyage. But beware, 

I^t thou my presence to thy fiiends ctectare ; ^ 

"When to tbme aid, emergent from the mam, 1370 

I join my sisters of tlie Nereid train. 

Deep in thy bosom let this caution stay ; 

Nor wake my wrath, as on a fonner day; 

licst unextinguished hate my spirit keep, 

And woes inflict| thy latest hours shall weep.* 

She ceas'd ; and, vanishing with rapid flight. 
The caves of ocean snatched lier from his sights i 
The hero gas'd with anguish and surprise. ' 
IfOng had her charms been strangers to his eyes ; 
£nrag'd, for yoimg Achilles, since she fled, 1580 
Forsook liis mansion, and disclaimed his bed* 
O'er flaming lamps, amid the nightly gloom. 
Her infant's mortal flesh she would consume, 
Immortal being to the babe to give. 
And bid liiin free from age and sickness live. 
She pour'd upon his little limbs by day 
Ambrosial streams, preventive of decay. 
Ai> starting from his couch, the' indignant sire 
Beheld his darling panting in the Are ; 
IJntaaght to read the dictates of the sky, 1390 
Forward he rush'd with a tremendous cry. 
The goddess heard, with rage and grief profound. 
And cast her infant screaming to tibe gromid. 
JLike fading airy visions, forth she pass'd. 
With motion swifter than the northern blast; 
And wratfiftil plung'd beneath the briny fiiani, 
Divorc'd from Peleus, and estranged from home. 
His soul with anguish fond remembrance fiU-d, * 
Yet to the train he told what Thetis wtU*d. 
Their sportive combats instant they forsook, i40U 
Ando'er )the grass a hasty banquet 4ook; • - I 
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Along the turf they rested through the night, 
To Heav'n'6 high vault till morning shot her light 
Nowinuh the zephyrs forth with inflaence bland ; 
They man their bark, and hasten from the strand* 
Their anchors from the briny deep they heave^ 
And fit their ship the watVy path te cleave. * 
They strain the rigging from the mast en high^ 
And spreading yards, to bid the canvass ^y« 
As gales propitioos bade the vessel glide, 1410 

They soon a fair and florid isle descried. 

There tuneful sirens, with meliiduous strain, 
AUnre the* unwary sailors to their bane. 
Them the bright muse Terpsichore of yore. 
Seducers sweet, to Aeheious bore. 
Their charming songs thy daughter Ceres lov'd. 
Ere Pluto from Enna^an fields remov'd ; 
When, wreatliing chapiets with the virgin throng, 
She join'd the dance, and shar'd the choral song. 
Mix'd was their form, pai t ^hone with female 
grace, 142t^ 
And part bespoke them of the plumy race. 
Their station on the lofty rock they keep. 
Where ehfis projecting shade the glassy deep* 
Far distant heard their songs insidious flow, 
AxA bid the mariner his home forego. 
Deceived, enchanted, day sncceedmg day. 
He pines, and wastes his idle life away. 
And now, with soft and never-ceasing sound, 
The sweet delnders poured their notes around. 
Delighted and entranced, the Grecian baud 1430 
Had cast their anchors on tlie fatal strand; 
Bnt soon the poet of celestial race'% 
Son of i£agrus, tuneful pride of Thrace, 

Orpheof. 
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Pre veotiire melody, with heav'nly fire. 

And flying fingers, touched tiie native lyre. < 

He i>wepty with nmstery, the hurried souad. 

And notes of manly music floated rowid# 

Loud o'er the soft vohiptuons strain it thrill'd. 
And every ear tiie martial descant fiird. 
Iftefore the zephyrs, as they shoot along, 1440 
Through gurgling waves, they lose the siren throng; 
liess heard, and less, their voices melt away. 
And, lost in undulating air, decay* 
Yet, Butes, son of Teleon, heard the strain, 
With sweet seduction, wafted o'er tlie main i 
He only, leaning from the poUsh'd stem. 
The words of smooth enchantment could discern* 
Instant he plung d amid tlie wat ry roar, 
Possessed with hopes to gain the fatal shore* 
Tiiere liad he perisli'd ; but the queen of love 1450 
Beheld the youth, with pity, from above ; 
And safe to land restored him from the deep, 
Wiiere X4lybaeum rears tiie' aerial steep. 
Sorrowing the Grecian band their course pursue. 
While in their path yet greater perils grew^ 
Here Scylla rose witli dark and tearful head j 
lioud bellowing there, Charybdis terror spread* 
And wliile the Planctas wander through the waves, 
A i^ainst their sides the gushing billow raves* 
There, from the burning rocks the flames arise, 146^ 
With smoke in columns tow'ring to the skies; 
And, ragmg from the subteri*anean cells. 
The boihng deep the flame of Vulcan swdls* 
His anvils rested, but the furnace glow'd, 
Andy mix'd with sparks, redounding vapour ^w'd* 
The struggling sun diffused a feeble ray, 
And pitph^ cipuds prevail'd upou the d^y. 
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Around the ves&elnow the Nereids throngs 
And Thetis folio wiDg org'd tlie bark along. 1469 
The dangerous course thro' floating rocks to guide^ 
She grasp'd the rudder, and her tbrce applied, ' 
While winds propitioas lent their airy wing. 
Thus f rorn tlie deep exulting dolphins spring j 
Now in the van their beauteous forma appear; 
And now they bend resplendent in the rear; 
Now, parallel on either hand, they dart j 
A prospect grateful to the sailor^ heart ; 
Thus crowded round the ship the gracefiil band. 
While Tlietiis steer d her wiUi unerriog hand* 
When to tiiose wandering isles the vessel came. 
Above her snowy knees each sea-boiii dame 1481 
With eager liaste her floating garments drew, 
Then, wide dispers*d, to share the labour flew. 
On the sharp rocks, at intervals, they stood, 
Where billows broke incessant from the flood ; 
And as they msb*d infuriate on the shore. 

The foamy swell aloft the vessel bore. 
Now airy light the nymphs to Heav*n ascend ; 
Now with the wave to blackest depths descend. 
As when, upon the hard and yellow sarids, I4y0 
With fiarb succinct^ the sportive virgin bands 
From nand to hand the gay contention ply, 
And urge the ball quick circlinc^ through the sky, • 
Alternate caught amid the sportive crowd. 
Alternate lost amid the fleeting cloudy 
Earth still it shuns; the Nereids thus sustain 
The flying ship alternate through the main. 
High on the biUow's back ; while daslnng ronnd. 
Through pointed breakers roar'd the salt profound* 
Their labours Vnlcan, sovereign of the fires, 1600 
From the smooth promontory's top admire3« 
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His hammer propp'd his shoidder as he stood, 

.And wondering gaK*d that animated flood. 

From starry seats the' imperial bride of Jove 
Marked how the yessel with the biliows strove. 
Possess'd and palpitating with alarms. 
She clasp'd Minerva in her trembling arms. 
Aroond that vessel sneh was the delay, 
As fill'd the compass of a summer's day ; 1509 
Ere freed from rocks the nymphs a passage gave. 
To feel tiie ftvonriog breease, and skim the wave. 
With gladden'd hearts the sailors forward run, 
And pass Trinacria favoured by the sui). 
Her flowery meads that happy land displays ; 
Untroubled there the flocks of Phebus graze. 

The task of Juno done, the flitting tn^in, 
like birds aquatic, div'd beneath the main. 
Tiie Greeks the bleat of sheep unn^mber'd hear^ 
And low of oxen vibrates on their ear* 
The sheep, on grass with spangled dew bespread, 
^SoPs youngest daughter I^aetliusa fed. 1521 
With niildest rqle her subject flock she sway'd ; 
A silver crook her lovely hand displayed. 
A staff of shining brass Lampetia held. 
And o'er the meads the lowing herd impelled. 
The flocks and herds were white as drifted sno\r, 
And fed where springs the pastures moist o'erflow. 
No dusky stain was through the number foand. 
And horns ot* gold their heads resplendent crowned. 
These meads they coasted with diurnal light, 1530 
Then passed a deep and spacious bay by night. 
Through shades rejoicing they pursued their way, 
Till morning hail'd them with returning day. 

» 

'7 SicU/. 
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Beyond the' Ionian bay an island lies. 
In wealth abonnding, and of ample siase; 

With spacious harbours bless'd^ Ceraunia nam'd^ 
From elder time in storied legend fam'd» 
And here 'tis fabled (heavUy muse forgive ; 
I bid the tale witli voice reluctant live) 
Beneath the sickle lies, with horrid deed, 1540 
Distain'd, when Saturn doom'd his sire to bleed. 
As others sing, this implement, of yore, 
The bounteous Ceres to the harvest bore. 
For well the goddess lov'd the' exuberant soil. 
And taught the Titans there the reaper's toil. 
Such love she bore to Maoris, after styl'd 
Fait/Drepan^, nurse of Pbteaeians mild. 

Hither, through perils of the wave and land, 
The Minyas pass'd, from fiur Trinacria's strand. 
With fidr reception, and a bounteous heart, 1550 
The king and people social rites impart. 
With joy Aicinons and the city came, 
Tliat seem*d a tribute to the kindred claim. 
The jocund train while festive rites employ. 
The brave adventurers share the common joy. 

An inborn transport filld the' exulting train, 
As though ev'n now they trod Thessalia's plain. 
Delusive joy ! ordain'd by hostile fieite. 
Them fierce alarms from Cokhian myriads wait. 
With tliirst of vengeance from the Pontus fraught. 
Along the shores the Gredanband they sought. 1561 
Through the Cyanean rocks their squadrons camej 
And every bosom rag'd with hostile flame. 
They claim to bear away the Colduan maid. 
And no pretence may this demand evade. 
These terms rejected, to maintain their 

^Fbej menace fierce interminable fight ^ 
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Both there, on land, and after on the main^ 
Willi proud iEetes aud his naval irain. 
But king Alcinous stay'd the rising war^ 1570 
Pleased to remove the flames of strife afar. 

With apprehensions dn e the vii|;iii fjiaught. 
By turns the valiant friends of Ji^on sought. 
Then near Pha^aciaV queen Arete stands, 
And humbly cla^p^ her knees with suppliant hands* 
^ With pity^ queen, behold a vrreteheid maid; 
With generous hand extend thy timely aid« 
Shall yon barbarians sate their fell desire^ 
To beiar a victim to her vengeful sire. 
By womanhood I urge tiiee, royal fair ; 
Mor let her failings mar the suppliants pray^. 
Liet not my faults that gentle bosom steel; 
Mortal thyiieify for human eimrs feel. 
Most prone to fanlts is woman's wandering sense: 

True, 1 liavi^ tired; but veuial my offence* 

This orb of day, with couragCi I attest, 

Ko fires unchaste pollute my youthful breast 

Be witness, Hecat^, tremendous pow'r, 

Ador'd in orgies of tlie midnight hour. 

No wish unludlow'd, no licentious thought 1690 

My desperate steps \o follow strangers brought; 

But urgent fear, and conscience of a crime 

Drove me, a wanderer, from my native dime. 

Tis wuh leiuclance beinj? we resign, 

And flight to save it, sole resource, was mim. 

Yet still untouched, as in my native boVr, 

Still unpolluted to the present hour, 

Such h^v'nly powers o'eraw'd the loose and boU| 

The dearest treasure of our sex I hold. 

O qiu en rever'd, thy royal husband bend, 1600 

>Vith generous hand, a maiden to defend* 
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So may the' immortals grant thee length of days^ 

A numerous offspring, and uuenvied praise! 
So may thy states possess renown and nealth. 
Peace unmolested, and increasing wealth V 

The virgin thus Phaeacias queen addiess'd} 
And thus essay 'd to melt each leader's breast; 
^ O noble chiefs, yoor labours cost me dear. 
Since all tliese sorrows for your sake I bear. 

0 think, whose aid the tiery bulls subdued, 161U 
And taught by whom, you quell'd that earth-born 

brood ! 

Think, who restores you to your native skies. 
To glad Hsemoniae, with the golden prize. 
A wretched outcast, for your sakes 1 roam, 
Deprived of parents, iiiends, and native home. 
For you, relinquish all that life endears. 
The mark of obloquy, the slave of fears. 

1 suffer, that to you I may restore 

Friends, parents, lioniestcads, the paternal shore. 
Oil, with what mingled pleasure and surprise 16!Z0 
Yoor welcome forms will glad the kindred eyes I 
While Heav'n has snatcli'd away my crown of fame. 
On strangers cast a burden and a shame* 
And shall not, then, the solemn compact bind? 

Shall awful oaths be J^catter'd to the wind? 
Think on the furies to the suppliant giv'n, 
And dread the future punishment iVom Heav^. 
With pity think, liow dire shall be my fate, 
Returned the victim of parental hate. 1629 
What scorns, what tortures must the wretch sustain^ 
Whose only crime was kindness to your train I 
To 'scape the doom for me remains no path ; 
No tow'r, no temple guards me from Lis wraths 
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To you alone, sole tow'r of hope, I fly ; 

And crael yon the promised aid deny. 

No soft Gompnnctions a reception find ; 

No sense of shame can touch the harden'd mind. 

A princess, trusting to your vows^ is seen 

An abjei^t suppliant of a foreign qneen. 

When first the golden fleece appeared iu sight, 1 640 

Proud were your spirits, dauntless was your miglit. 

Yon were not slow the battle then to wage ; 

Nor fear'd ilc^tes dreadful in his rage ; 

But terrors now subdue the manly heart, 
When of those Colchians you but find a pBXtJ 
Each valrant chief as plaii^tive she essay'd^ 
He tum'd to eomfort tlie desponding maid ; 
The brandished jav'lin lighten'd in her view, 
And each the falchion from the scabbard drew* 
< O virgini with their lives, this fidthfid throng 16^) 
Shall ever guard thee from di^race aud wrong.' 

Amidst tlie troubles of the weary crew 
Tlie peaceful night diffused her balmy dew ; 
Night, that her mantle spreads on every soil, 
And rest to mortals brings, and mortal toiL 
But fhr her blessings from that virgin's breas^ 
And anxious sorrow robb'd her soul of rest* 
As when, by night, the widow'd mother plies 
The' unceasing, distafi^, 'mid her children's cries. 
Oft for their sire they call, and oft for bread, 1660 
Her grief redoubling for a husband dead. 
As gloomy prospects agonize her sonl, 
Down her pale cheek the silent sorrows roll; 
Tiius flow'd Medea's tears, like di*ops of rain, 
Thus was her hieart transfixed with amorous paiur 

Meantime, Alcmous and his consort fair 
Revolv'd the viigin*s late, with anxions ewe. 
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Tlie nightly couch together as they presa'd 
The gentle queen her husband thus address'd : — 
*0 spouse belov'd, wilt thou not lend thine aid, 1670 
And from the Colchians guard this wretched maid^ 
That with the Minyse favour we may find^ 
And fill our neighbours with a grateful mind* 
For near is Argos to Ph<eacia's strand. 
And near the natives of Haemonia*s land. 
No ueighbourhoud with us the Colchians claim ; 
Knov/n but by rumour is their monarch's name. 
A weight of sufferings has that virgin prov'd ; 
And much lier fears my yielding soul hav^ mov^'d. 
Liet not these strangers thy kind heart engage^ ldao 
To give the mourner to her father's rage. 
True she offended. Her nntilial hand 
Imparted druggy and ehaims, of influeuce bland. 
She led the bulls, exhaling fire and smoke, 
With passive necks^ obedient to the yoke. 
But one false step must from another spring; 
And error in his ti*ain will error bring. 
From cruel outrage of a fattier's hand^ 
She fled incautious with the stranger bandi 
But Jason, I am told, wilU solemn vows ^690' 
Is bound* to make the maid bis youthful spouse. 
And would my love his virtuous aim control i 
Or seek with peijnry to load his soul? 
Say, would thy gentle iieart a maid return^ 
To furious parents^, who for vengeance burn? 
The fair Antiope recorded lives, 
And warnings dire of rage paternal gives. 
Tis well remember'dy in the times ef yore^ 
What sufferings Danae through the billows bore. 
From an iqjurious sire^ in this our time, 170% 
What deeds of horror stain a neigbh'ring dime ( 
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How EchetQS, tlie scourge of Unman kind, ^ 
Pursued his daughter with indiriate mind. 
He dooui'd the maid to pine in cheerless night. 
And pierc'd with pointed brass the balls of sigbti 
Deep in a cell, to servile laboor doom'd, 
She pines, in darkness and despair consumed/ 

Thns she. Her husband felt the soft control ; 
And kind expressions spake the melting soul. 
^ To glad my guests, and guard the virgm's cliarnis, 
Arete, I would meet the Colchian arms ; 17 It 
But Jove, all-seeing Jove, my spirit awes^ 
And much I fear to violate his laws. 
Nor hold iBetes object of disdain ; 
Hb pow'r is great, and wide extends his reign. 
Eniag'd, no monarch were a fiercer foe. 
And Greece, though distant, might bis vengeance 
I will not veil my purpose from thy love, [know« 
And men, 1 trust, the sentence will approve. i 
If virgin yet remains the Colchian fahr, 17S0 
To yield her to her father I prepare ; 
But, if already she is Jason's bride, * 
The wife I tear not from her husband'k side ; 
Nor yield to foes, to cruelty, and scorn, 
The tender progeny, as yet unborn.' 

He ceas J ; and sunk to calm repose consign'd* 
His sayings deeply touch'd Arete's mind. 
Her conch she leaves, and through the palace goes j 
Attendant on the queen her women reset 
The herald, at her secret call, appears, 1730 
And Crafty counsel to the Minys bears^ 
^ The maid let Jason wed with nrgent ImstC} 
No more entreaties on Alcinous waste ; 
For vain and i4ie are yonr tears and pray'rs^ 
To change the purpose tliat his voice declares. 
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If virgin yet the Coicbiaa tair remainsi 
Home he retiinis her to her native plains. 

The nuptial yoke if now the pnuces5 beai's^ 
His Mill the laws of wedded love reveres.' 

The' attentive herald pass*d without delay, 1 7 40 
To Jason's ear the mandate to convey^ 
Both wliat his queen soggests with warning kind. 
And what tlie purpose of Alcinous' mind. 
The bay of iiylios the fair city crown'd ; 
Wakeful in arms the warriors there he found* 
Beside their vessel, as he greets the Inau], 
In words succinct lie speaks the queen's comuiand^ 
The heroes all recetv'd^ with pleasure fraught, 

Words thus accordinsj with each inward thoiijjht. 
All to the' imux>rtai gods their goblets crown'd^ 
And pour*d the pure lihation on the ground. 1751 
They led the victims for the hallow'd rite^ 
And spread tlie genial couch tiiat very nighti 

Sacred recess^ a fm and spacious cave 
Commodious chamber for ttie nuptials gave« 
Exulting^ they prepare the bridal bed. 
Her days, of old, where beauteous Macris led. 
From gentle Arist^eus sprang the fair, 
Who made the* industrions bee his iav'rite care^ 
And first from olives, with laborious hand, 1760 
In balmy rills expressed the sweetness bland. 
She, in Abantis first, Enboicsoil^ 
For that fair child essay'd the nurse*s toil, 
Nyscian Bacchus, son of Jove ; and press'd 
The florid infiint to her snowy breast 
From flames when Hennes hore him to the maiJ^ 
O er his parch d little lips she honey laid. 
Her tender cares the queen of Jove beheld ; 
And, fill d with anger^ from that isle expoU ii. 
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She sought 6r dktant the Vlmudm cave^ 1770 

And wealtli exuberant to tlie natives gave* 

Twns here the nuptial bed^ capacious^ plac'd^ 
Shone, with the fleece, resplendent coveringi^rae'd. 
Illustrious trophy, that renown supplied 
To youthful Jason and bis royal bride* 
In their white bosoms, from the fragrant bowers. 
The village maidens bore the fairest ilow'rs ; 
With bounteous hands they strew'd them o'er the 
gromid/ 

While beamy splendours darted all around. 
So shone the precious fleece, like radiant fire, 1780 
To light the lover to his fond desire ; 
The lovely rustics gaz'd with glad surprise, 
And secKt wishes li^ten*d in their eyes ^ 
Yet fear and modesty forbade the band 
To touch the treasure witii ifiquiring hand* 
From various seats they came, of vacions Ime ; 
Some, daughters of iEgeus, stream divine j 
In uplands some of Meleteius bide ; 
Some cnltivate the plains and meadows vride« 
Impeird by Juno, fi^om each native bow'r, 1790 
Tiiey tbrong'd to honour Jason's nuptial hour. 
Still, in memorial of that night, the cave 
Retains the name Medeas nuptials gave. 
'Twas here entranced the youthful pair were laid^ 
And fragrant veib aroond tiiem were displayed. 
Without, the heroes shook the warlike sp^u*, 
Liest foes, with sudden onset, should appear. 
With green and leafy boogfas their tnads were 

crownM, 

While Orpheus bade the tuneful lyre resound* 
Before the bridal bowV, the festive throng 130e 
Za cadence chaatod hynicneal song. 
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Yet different ftr did this event proceed. 
From what the son of ^on bad decreed. 
His thoughts had destined, not Phsacia's reign. 
Scene of his nnptiab, but the native plain j 
When, anchored in lolcos' welcome port. 
His gladden'd eyea ahonld bail bis fiitiier^ court 
There too in fimcy was Medea led, 
To rest her hopes, and deck the bridal bed« 
In vain the feeble race of hapless man iQia 
Their airy schemes of perfect bliss may plan^ 
Unknown, alas ! is happiness sincere ; 
When joy we taste, some anguish still is near. 
Thus love's delights were poison'd by dismay. 
And doubts what purpose might Alcinoos sway. 

The mom retarnmg with immortal light, 
Through ether chas d the gloomy shades of night. 
Her radiance giit the smiling shores aroond. 
And gems of dawnmg twinkled o'er the ground. 
A busy hum in every street was heard; I82tt 
The face of labour through the town appeared : 
Meantime, the Colehian armament from far 
Around the point of Macris mov'd to war. 

The just Alcmous, by his eompaet sway'd, 
Came forth to judgment on tfie royal maid. ' 
Of purest gold the sceptre he sustained, 
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Phasacian cohorts pass'd in deep array. 

The crowdmg consorts of the gallant band, 189» 

Without the gates to view the pageant stand, 

A train of rustics from their labour came; 

For Juno round diffused the' unerring fame. 

A lamb, the iatrest of the flock, they brought, 

And heifer, yet to bear the yoke untaught; 
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Tor dae Jibations at the sacred shrine^ 

While others vases bore of sparkling wine. 
The smoke arose in wreaths from sacred flames^ 
And bridal gifts were giv'n by foirest dames i 
Such female works as women wont to pve, 1840 
And fond of splendour gladiy will receive } 
Embroidered veils, and gems, and golden toys, 
That friendsliip pours on recent nuptial joys. 

The* assembled throng^with fondamaaement^Tiew 
The forms and features of the godlike crew : 
And oft the Thracian bard^ to charm the crowd. 
Swept from his lyre a descant sweetly load; 
And soft and li^ht, with evanescent sound, 
His studded sandal nimbly beat tlie ground. 
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Of love and love's delights. They added sUain 
Symphonious— hymeneal sweet— and sang— - 
That all the plain with charming carrok rang. 
Now sole they sang; now circlinsj they advance, 
And voice melodious join vrith ctioral dance, 
As Jnno taught* She too the queen inclin'd^ 
To publish what her virtuous lord designed, 
Most upright doom* Complete to her desire 
All rites were done that nuptial iaws reqnire. 
Firm is the king to guard the wedded pairj 186© 
No selfish motives his resolves impahr. 
Threats of iEetes and the Colchian bimd 
Nor move his spirits, nor unnerve his hand ; 
Determin'd firm remains the pious mind ; 
For sacred oaths and Mlemn compacts bind- 
When now tlie leaders of the Colchian host 
Perceiv'd the purpose of their mission los^ 
And found him bent bis honour to maintain, 
And chase tiieir navy from liis ports aad reigay 
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They fear'd the disappointed tyrant's wi atli^ 1870 
And shrunk abhonent from the homeward path. 
Humbly they seek protection in that isle 
Where equal laws prevail, and peaceful blessings 
The happiness of quiet rule they felt, [smile. 
And long the settlers in Pbseada dwelt : 
A race, tliat oi igiii from Bacchus claim, 
From EphyraB, their native isthmus, came; 
In after times the peacefiil mansions held^ 
And from their scats the colonists expeird. 
A neighbouring isle the banish'd Colchians gain'd. 
Ere on the eontinest they seats obtained. 1881 
Their place of rest Ceraunian hills tliey chose, 
Where ancient dwellings of the' Abantes rose. 
There, taking root and spreading o'er the ground, 
Nesta^au seats and Oricos they found. 
Time, in bis progress, these events surveyed. 
And yearly still the solemn rites are paid •, 
Still are the fates, and still the nymphs rever'd, 
Aromid an altar by Medea rear'd. 
Where Nomian Phoebus fills his awful shrine, 1890 
Author of just decrees, and source of light divine* 

And now, Alcinous to the partfaig band 
The gifts of friendship pave with liberal iiaud: 
And equal bounty mark'd the royal fair. 
Her husband's feelings ever wont to share. 
With soul compassionate, and tlioughtful heed. 
Of vfhnt a female's tenderness may need. 
Twelve maids of her domestic train she gave, 
To wait Medea t)'er the distant wave: 
Hix days eiaps'd, the mom sncceeding bore 1900 
The goclKke heroes from Corey i a s shore; 
The wind propitious througii their canvass sings, 
And speeds the vessel with his airy wings. 
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Nor yet did fttes allow 4hat toU^wom trwi 

Thrice welcome Greece and native stoands to gain; 
That first of blessings ere the wanderers boast. 
Much most be saffer'd on the Lybian coast 
With swelling sails Ambracia's gulf they fled, 
And hallow'd seats where infant Jove was fed ; 
Tben^ throiii^ tiie^ Echinades tbeir course tbey 

found, . 
The dangerous strait where rocky islets bound* 
Full in their view the land of Pelops lay, 
When northern blasts arose with furious sway. 
Nine dreadful nights the storm incessant roars i 
As many days it rends the Lybian shores. 
The driving winds the helm, the pilot scorn. 
Near tbe fell Syrtes was the vessel borne ; 
There shifting sands the laboring bark embay ; 
Thence never crew pursued the homeward way. 
An hideous tract the slimy marshes spread } 1920 
The putrid waves are motionless and dead. 
A treacherous deptli of seeming land is seen, 
Devouring water clotii'd in frandful green} 
Along the brine a spume corrupted lies, 
And pestilential vapours load the skies. 
Inhospitable rise the sandy heaps, 
No bird has dwelling there, no thing that creeps^ 
The winds conspiring with the refluent surge. 
On tliese unhappy shoals tiie vessel urge j 
Where tides resistless, vrith alternate roar, 19S0 
Now to tbe main return, now break upon the diore. 
Part of the keel witiiin the wave remain'd, 
The greater portion now the land sustained ; 
Tlie heroes sprang to shore, and grief profound 
PpQsess'd each hmrt, to view the proapect ronndt 
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The' expansive skies^ a cheerieas blink and drear. 

And tracts of sand to meet the skies appear. 
Unvaried barrenness ; no springs arise, 
No path, no haunt of shepherds glads their eyes» 
Nor tree nor herb was scattered o'er the plain, 1940 
And mournful silence spoke it famine's reign. 
Eachtnrtfd with sad surprise and heartfelt groans. 
And ask*d his comrade in desponding tones—- 

^ What land is this ? oh, whither has the storm 
Driven ns to perish, in some horrid ibrm ? 
Better the dangers known again to brave, 
Through clashing rooks, that float amid the wave; 
To thwart the* Almighty^ will, to bravo his hate, 
Heroic daring would adorn our fate ; 
Butnowwhathope,orwhatresourcereniains? 19S0 
Confined by storms on fliese deserted ptains, 
Soon shall our little span of life be pass'd. 
Despair nnmingled reigns along the waste ; 
No means of life the burning sand supplies. 
All nature sickens, vegetation flies/ 

Sueh sounds the phrensy of despair confessed. 
The sad Ancaeus thus tlie train addressed, 
Skilful to guide the helm: ^ 'Tis true, my friends, 
A dreadful doom o*er every head impends* 

In solitudes accurs'd we must cndme (1960 
Unutterable ills, without a cure ; 
If from the land the changing winds should blow, 
And bear the waters back with refluent flo\v« 
Far as these eyes the dismal view command. 

Where tnrbidwavesaremix'd with treacheroussand, 

With dashing foaro the* extended beach is hoar, 
And billows break continttous on the shom« 
The sacred ship our hope, our ehiefest pride 
To fragments torn cv'n now were scatterd wide; 
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Did not the swellings of the salt profound IVf O 

Forbid her keel to strike the fatal gronnd. 

13 ut now, with rapid ebb returns the tide, 

The sinking sho^ the bottom scarcely Inde ; 

Then pools innavigable round ns spread. 

And hopes of satety all are cold and dead. ^ 

Assume the helm some more eisperienc'd hand, 

4Bive if thou canst salvation to this band« 

Ah no ! the day of our return is gone, 

For ever fled. Onr hopes and fears are done. 

Soon shall we reap the fruit of perils passM jl980 

By Jove decreed to perish in tliis waste.* 

With tears he ceas'd. A like despondence fiU'd 
All who were best in guiding vessels skill'd. 
Then, every heart a mortal terror froae ; 
On every cheek a death-like pale arose* 
As when some tidings strange and dire prevail, 
Men crowd the streets like sheeted spectres pale; 
When tales of war and pestilence they hear. 
Or future famine wakes presagefnl fear, 
As inundation deluging the plam ^ 0)99 

Devours the labours of th^l' indostrioos iwain; 
When from the statue bloody dews distil, 
Or sacred shrmes tremendous bellowmgs fill; 
When dim eclipse o'erpowYs the noontide glare, * 
And glancing meteors fill the troubled air ; 
With pensive steps, a wan desponding train, 
Tlie Jierocs stalk'd beside the' extended main. 

And now came on the sombrous ev'ning's close. 
Clad in a colour suited to their woes. 1999 
With bursting tears they clasp'd each other's hand. 
Tears sole indulgence of the wretched band; 
Then parting, each pursues the sad relief. 
And broods insatiate o'er the lonely grief. 
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Each far from other took his gloomy wiiy, 
And stretched unsocial on the sands they lay^ 
As dmnce or choice the conch of sorrow foond^ 
And mantles wrapp'd their drooping heads around. 
They monrn d, of food regardless^ through the night| 
No care of food retom'd with moming light ; 
Snch forms of horrid death were round display'd^ 
Such dire forebodings every heart dismay'd, 2011 
Apart the maids^ that from Plueacia came. 

With cries assembled round the Colchian dame. 
As when the parent bird in quest of tbod, 
Compeird by hunger, leaves the callow broody 
Unfit to tempt the sky, an hapless flock 
Within tlie cleft of some aspiring roclc ; 
AbandonM thus, if fr6m tiie nest they fkll, 
In Tain ioi help tlie piteous nurslings call ; 
As where the swelling bank with yeidant brow SOitO 
Sees the rich streams of bright Pactolus flow, 
The plaintive cygnets raise the doleful strain^ 
The borders &r resound, the dewy plain, 
The silver currents, rooum'd these virgins fair, 
And mingled with the dust their golden hair. 
Ail night thehr wailiiigs rose most oadly sweet, 

And lonely echo lov'd their voices to repeat. 

Unknown, unhononr'd by the race of man, 
Their names extingoish'd with their glorious plan. 

The first, the noblest of the Grecian host 2030 
In deserts wild their gallant Uves had lost. 
Bot dioughts of pity to the goffering band 
The heroines felt who sway'd the Lybian land ; 
When from her Anther's head in sinning arms. 
Severely bright^ mature in vii^n charms, 
Minei^a rose ; tlieir early cares they gave, 

Her beanteons frame in Triton's lake to lavot 
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Vam had the Dymphs the love of Pailas gain'd^ 
And sacred honours o'er that realm obtained. 

TTwas noon. The sun his keenest arrows cast. 
Reflected fierce from all the boming waste. 2041 
Tbeur steps dtfiue the njn^iphs to Jason goidey 
From his fieur head they gently diew aside 
The diaduig veil. Awe-stmck the yoath dedm'di 
From glories that bespake the heav'nly kind, 
His reverent eyes. The moorner they addressed, 
And sooth'd with kindness the desponding breast* 

* Why sink, sad youtli^ abandon^ to despair? 
Know^ that immortals make thy fate their care ; 
Thy fortmses passed are not to ns nntold, 9QdO 
Thy toils, tliy wanderings, for the fleece of gold. 
We know thy sufferings o'er the wave and land ; 
We know the' achievements of thy daring band. 
Nymphs of the fleecy care and rustic train, 
We hold an humble and a local reigHt 
Pleas'd with the worship of our native soil. 
The simple gn^dians of the shepherd's toil. 
Rouse like a man from this despair proibundy 
And raise thy friends, that languish 4m the gvoond. 
When Aniphitrit6 shall unyoke the car %Q0O 
That whirls her Neptune o'er the deeps afiur^ 
Their tender parent let die tndn repay, 
With due returns, for many an anxious day « 
For painfol throes and agonizing care^ 
Since firsttiidr manly forms her womb parental bare ; 
Then safely to the lov'd Acbsean shore 
Bear the rich fleece that shines with golden oic^* 

The nymphs evanish'd like an airy dream ; 
Yet still their accents sound, and near they seem. 
As on that barren plain he sate halC^raia'il^ 207tt 
Around in wonderment the hero gj^z'd. 
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^ Nymphs, honoured nympbsi ye guardians of this 
wildy 

Oh hear your suppliant witli indulgence mild! 
Sustain his spirit in this hour of fear. 
And safe through perils of these regions bear* 
But dark the words that speak of our return ; 
Perplesi'd with doubts my veering tlioughts are 
borne; 

United minds the' abyss of fete may sound, 
Wherefore delay to call my friends around 

He rose impetnons ftom the sandy bed^ 2080 
Parch'd with the sun, with squaUd dust o'erspread. 
Forward he^rash'd, and loudly call'd the train. 
His voice resounded to the distant plain. 
Thus in the wilds, that long have nursed his race^ 
The tawny lion, dusty from the chase, 
Stalks through the forest with a fiery glare, 
And roaring seeks the partner of his lare, 
Tremendous call ! among the mountains riiake, 
At his dire voice, the glens and tangled brake. 
His roar the startling herds with terror fills, 2090 
His roar the guardian swauu with horror thrills; 
So loud were Jason's shouts. But, to the heart 
Congenial, no dismay the sounds impart. 
The horoes all assembled at his cries ; 
With sadden'd minds they came, and downcast eyes. 
Where, stationed mid the shoals and dangeroussand| 
Their vessel lay, they stood a gloomy band ; 
At Jason's mandate with the female train 
Promiscuous joiu'd, they sate beside the main. 

^ Hear, Wd companions, while my words unfold 
The tidings heavenly messengers have toldj 2101 
Ijate as I lay, the victim of despair, 
Three nymphs beside me stood, divinely fair* 
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No mortals they in skins of goats array'd, , 
With rustic cinctures of the shepherd maid, , 
Their simple vests from necks of ivoiy hun^ 
And graceful round their slender middles dung. 
Awhile they stood above my drooping head, 
And drew ?he veil that o'er my fece toy 
With eheering words they rous'd me «J 

Theyhad^~«yo«,mycomr«le.,romid. 

And to your mother gratefully restore 
Due recompense for all the pangs she borci 
For wakeful cares, and many an amdons day. 
While yet unconscious in her womb we lay ; 
Wlicn 4mphitrit6 shaU unyoke t»»e car, 
That whirls her N eptnne o'er the deeps 
With thoughts perplex'd,in vain my troubled mind 
The purport of their- accents toil* fiT- 
Celestial heroines so they spake their strain, tUO 
Dant^ters of Lybia, guardians of the pla«". 
Our wanderings past, omr vanous tods they knew, 
By means superior open'd to their view. 
They ended? and, in mist or cloud conceal d, 
No more the heav'nly vision shone rcveald. 
His words the crowd with silent wonder bes 
While motives mix'd of joy and «ri*^t/PP^'>., 
What tongne can paint the' mm«enie»t of JieW 
A michty courier sprang from sea to land ! titj 
He sought the plain. The lock* redoubled deck, 
On eiUier side, his proud and ardmag nedt. 
Gohlen his mane, he toss'd his head on high. 
And flakes of splendoor lighten d to the sky. 
From his sleek sides he dasVd the hnny ton. 
Then stretch'd with zephyrs iu his Umbs to roam. 



Digitized by Google 



Book 4« tUE AKGONAUTICS. 



137 



Til is Peleus marking witli elated J)reast, 
And words of hope, the' assembled train address'd : 
' Now, now, my friends^ has Neptme's loyely bride 
Unyok'd the C'di that wliiiis liim o'er the tide. 
Now is the time. Nor can oiy thoughtful mmd 2140 
In those dark sayings other parent find, 
Than the fair vessel in \\ hose womb we passed, 
With safety borne throngh many a wat'ry waste } 
For toils and perils she for ns endured, 
Our lives and safety have her cfroans prociir'd^ 
Liet pious shoulders then sustain the weight. 
With nerves nntir'd, of this maternal freight: 
And with the burden o'er the sand:^ proceed. 
Where the swit>; courser shall direct his speed ; 
Observe his track along this arid ground ; 2l5(y 
For sure he will not plunge in earth profound. 
If hope mislead not, we shall thns explore 
Some welcome harbour, some propitious shore/ 

He ceas'd« I'he comment pleas'd the gen*ra! 
throng, 

So has the Muse recorded in her song ; 
And I but follow, with submissive tread, 
An hnmble votary, where the Muses lead« 
Their breath alone awakes poetic fire; 
Their words sdone are suited to my lyre. 
And thus they sang 

* O first of regal line, SlfiOf 
Endowed with virtues, and with strength divine, 
Whose vast exertions could the ship sustain, 
Witli all her loading o'er the desert plain. 
Twelve times did Phebus measure day and nigiity 
While thus ye bare her vrtth unwearied might. 
What pangs, what miseries those heroes wrung; 
IThe tsile of anffieranee mocks the pow'r of tongne^ 
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O truly glorious was that godlike breed f 
Their acts declare them of immortal seed/ 
Thus, by the dire necessity compelPd, 2170 
Their painful march the band of heroes held. 
Onward they mov'd, till, soarce of glad Burprise^ 
The lake of Pallas open'd to their eyes. 
Here first they paus'd, witii toil and heat oppress'd^ 
Here first they bade tiieir burdened shoaldeis vest; 
Like famish'd dogs that prowl abroad far focni, 
Dispers d they flew to seek some spring or flood. 
For burning thirst the fiiinting train assaird. 
And paia and misery o'er the mind prevailed; 
Nor vainly sought They found in flowery prime 
A sacred plain ; where to that instant time^ SlSl 
The serpent Ladon^ with unwearied care. 
Was wont to guard the golden apples fairer 
The parent stem, where firuits immortal crown'd^ 
The soily the garden mighty Atlas owu'd; 
And there Hesperian maids, with sweetest song^ 
The gentle monster fed, the fruits and flowYs among. 
Beside that tree, the region's boast and piide^ 
Slain by Alcides, late the guardian died. 
The tail yet seem'd some feeling to betray, 2190 
Tiie trunk above all cold and lifeless lay ; 
The shafts unerring by the hero sent. 
In many a wound the gaping skin had rent. 
With active venom tinged of Lerna's brood ; 
The bane returned, commix'd with putrid blood. 
In svv^ms the a^reedy flies aiisembled round j 
And drained the bile and gore from every wound. 
Near him,those tunefulnymphs,withstreamiiig eyes, 
Their servant mouni'd with loud and piercing cries, 
High o'er their heads they raise the taper hand^ 
And o*er their faces snowy veils npondi^ SfOl 
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And o*ertk^ir golden locks. Hie youtfu drew near^ 

Precipilate. Pusstss'd with sudden fear, 
Tbc bashful nymphs dissolving trom the view^ 
In dust and eartli from mortal sense withdrew* 
The bard of Thrace that prodigy explor'd, 
And thus with prayer the deities ador'd : 
^ Nymphs^ gentle nymphs, benevolent as lair, 
Witii influence high^ who make these fields your 
care} 

Whether you join the radiant throngs above, 2210 
Or pow'rs terrestrial here delight to rove, 
Or guardian maids of lawn and meadow wide^ 
O'er artless shepherds and their flocks preside, 
With forms benignant glad our longing eyes ; 
Nympbs^csednymphs,oldOcean's daughters, rise* 
Some rock disclose; where gushing springs have 
birth, 

Some sacred fountaui bnbbUng •cool from earthy 
That, tempered with the sun's transhicLiit ray, 
May feverish pangs of ardent thirbt allay I 
And» if our bark may gain Achaia*s coast^ 
The richest gifts that deities can boast, 
The sweetest perfumes tiiat to heav'n ascend^ 
To crown your rites, and glad your shrine, attend/ 
Ferventhe pray'd; and unperceiv'd, tlioughnear, 
Hb fervent pmy'r the' Hesperian virgins hear. 
The sttflfering band they view'd^ and felt thewgrief ; 
And soon compassion sent the wish'd relief. 
They bade the teeming soil its- w^th disclose, 
And fii»t a spring of tender grass arose %%t9 
Then tlie long shoots of various herbs appear'd^ 
An4 quickly trees their taper forms uprear^dj 
A siiady elm fair £ry theis spread. 
And Hespera sustained a poplar s head; 
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A ncrctd osier beaateoQft JE^ stood, 

\V ith branches ever bent to taste the flood. 
Emergent then from trees, a portent strange^ 
The nyinphs tbrirformsasfliuii'd witbsiiddenelmnge. 

The fairest ^gle then, in s^entlest words, 
Replied, and with their pray'r her speech accords. 
^ Great is the* ad vantage that your weary band C340 
Derives from him who first with impious hand^ 
Presumptaous daring, and irreverent toil. 
Deprived of life tte gaardian of this soil ; 
Then from tiie boughs the golden apples tore; 
From weeping goddesses their treasure bore. 
Scarce day preceding his career began. 
Ere he appeared, this rude oppressive man, 
.Well fitted he to wreak the mental storm, 
Vast in his strength, and dreadful in his form. 
His eyes dart fierce intolerable flame } 3250 
A lionVi spoils enwrap his giant frame. 
His hand a ponderous trunk of ohve bore, 
Free from the workman's art, and stain'd with ^re. 
And mighty bow firora whence those arrows fied. 
Too fatal shafts, that laid yon serpent dead ! 
His steps had traced a weary length of way ; 
And, thirsty from the paip^ng glare of day. 
He searcli'd for water through the plains around ; 
But none to cheer his eager eyes be tbond* 
As ragefiil and despairing ttms he strayed, 2!260 
Or lie discovered, or some god displajr^d 
Yon rock ; near Pallas'^ lake it stmids alone^ 
And with his heel be smote the solid stone. 
Freed by the stroke abundant waters sprung; 
With eager transport to the ground he duog^ 

Tli€ take XriloMit. 
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With ampte chest outspread, and nervous hands; 
Incessaut draughts his furious tiiiist demands ; 
The fountain from its rocky bed he drains, 
Prone like an ox that grazes on the plauis.* 

She ceas'd. And to tiie fount that ^gle toid, 2270 
Most sought, most wished, their joyAil course they 
Full soon Jiscovei'^J ; with contenUou loud, [hold^ 
And frantic eagerness, around they crowd; 
As swarming ants, an active busy band^ 
Throng round a fissure in the thirsty land, 
Tlie granary where prudent toil iias stor'd 
The plunder of the barn, their winter^s hoard ; 
HcapVl on each other, as the clust'ring flies 
A formless mass compose, where honey lies. 
With restless mnrraor urge their greedy flight, 2980 
Pursue the sweets, and on each other light. 
When the first draught some thirsty wretcli liad 
How was Aicides to his heart endear'd ! [cheePd, 
With moisten'd lips, and with expanding breast, 
TJie soften'd soui these gratefiil words confess'd : 
^ Ev'n absent, godlike chief, the social band 
Feel tiie protection of that peerless hand ! 
Ev'n absent then hast sav'd the toil-worn train 
From burning death upon a thirsty plain ! 
Oh might our search along the distant soil 2290 
Kegain the partner of our glorious toil V 

Nor vain the word, the crowd to council went. 
The genei*ai voice selected heroes sent. 
By various patfis, if tidings might be gain'd| 
Where yet Aicides in those wilds remained. 
Perplexing task 1 for on that sandy ground, 
No lasting prints of human step were found ; 
The nightly breezes with incessant sway 
£ras*d the vagrant traces of the day. 

VOL. II. L 
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Tbe sons of Boreas that hard task desir'dy 1^300 
(Their airy pinions confidence inspired) 
Eupfaemns^ trusting in his footsteps light, . 
And JLynceus boasting of unequalled siglit; 
A fifth to iriendship true, bold Canthus camOi 
By ruling fates impelFd, and virtue s iiame. 
Stilly still his heart recall'd the parted friend. 
And social feelings bade him thus attend ; 
That, finding Hercules, be might demand 
His Polyphemna at tbe hero's hand. 
No fear of rousing that impatient ire, itSlO 
No face of toil abates the sUong desire, 
Kesolv'd to learn what chances they had proved. 
And where Alcides left the man he lov'd. 
jSv'n then his friend had reai^d, in Mysia's soil, 
A town that spake the founder's patriot toil ; 
Then rang'd enamoured of his native plain. 
To seek tbe vessel and tbe social train, 
Till in his course, o*er many a region wide. 
He reach'd the Chalybes and ocean's side. 
But there the fates ordain'd bis resting place; 
He fell in combat with that hardy race. 2321 
Where the tall poplar waves, and billow flows, 
Sacred to him the monument arose. 
' But now the chosen missionaries pass'd 
WiUi eager footsteps o'er tlie trackless waste. 
Their painful seardi the godlike man pursuea ; 
Him Lynceus far remote and lonely views. 
Or seems to view, as o'er the spreading lawn. 
Through gray begUmings of the doubtfiil dawn. 
And floating mists, the gazer darts his eyes, 2o30 
And sees, or thinks be sees, the moon arise. 
Retnrn'd vdth speedy step he vram*d the train, 
Ihat search |>rolong'd,and anxious cares were vain 
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* Hope uot the subject of our wish to see. 
Remote and evanescent ev'n to me ; 
Hope not that others shall his wanderings trace, 
When Lynceus turns despairing from the chase»^ ' 
Ttie swift Euphemns, and the plnmed pair. 
Alike to find the godlike chief despair. 

But mortal destinies on Ganthus call. 234t) 
Forward he press'd in Lybian wilds to falL 
Encountering there the huts^ and ileecy fold. 
The wants of his companions made him bold ; 
He strove to bear away the bleating prize, 
The guardian of tlie ^ock indignant flies ; 
The' iU-fiited spoiler with a stone he feli'd ; 
No feeble arm the ponderous mass impcird; 
For bold Caphareus, such the shepherd's name^ 
From heav'n possessed a spark of daring flame, 
And with the' opponent niatch'd in vigour strode, 
Deriv'd from him, the Lycorean god 2351 
His grandsire. When resplendent beauty's boast. 
Fair Acacallis soiiglit the Lybian coast, 
tSent by her sire, stern Minos, to tiiat shore. 
Her womb the progeny of Phebns bore ; 
And gave to him, that guides the car of day. 
An ii^Bnt lovely as the father's ray, 
Ampfaitbemis or Garamas, tw styVd 
By various titles was the graceful child. 
When rising youth bade amorous feelings wake, 
He woo'd a nymph of the Tritonian lake. 2361 
The beauteous nymph a mutual passion ovm'd, 
Their loves with Nasamon Capbareos crowif d» 
To guard his flocks the carefiil shepherd bent 
To shades below the gentle Canthus sent, 

'9 Apollo so called. 
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Not long to triumph ; for tbe Grecian band 

Aveng'd their comrade on the slayer's band. 
With palient steps tk'^y sought him o'er the plains. 
And mooming bore away bis bold remains. 
O'er Can thus thesepulcliral earth they spread, 2370 
While pious tears embalm'd tbe virlooas dead; 
And seized tbe flocks, nnfaappy cause of strifej 
Lamented price of their companion's life« 

To tbee too, Mopsns, &tai was that day, 
A doom relentless sununon'd thee away« 
Not all his skill in augury could save 
The son of prescience from tbe' untimely grave ; 
For who may death elude? Immense in lenj?th, 
A serpent shunn'd tlie day's meridian strength. 
Stretdi'd in theBandy4i'erpow'r'd with sultry beats. 
Tardy to follow where the prey retreats, ^381 
He shunn'd the' attack, relaxed in eveiy spire, 
Languid to strike, nor active in bis ire ; 
.But, once provok'd, his fangs such mischief fiU'd, 
Such deadly venom from his jaws distiU'd^ 
Might never living thing its influence bear ; 
The bane received, the mortal hour was near ; 
Where bis fell tooth the slightest print applied, 
Tbe rankling wound ev'n aid from heaven defied ; 
Not Psean (author of the healing art, 2390 
As legends tdl) erald ease the mortal ^ait. 
When godlike Perseus, whom his mother styld 
Eurymedon, high o'er tiie Lybian wild 
The sever'd bead of direful Gorgon bore^ 
Warm from the falchion and distilling gore ; 
In sable drops, where'ifr the blood was shed, 
Tbe teeming soil a race of serpents bred. 
Sudi Uiy the serpent With unboding breast, 
As Mopsus pass'd^ the monster s spine be pressed. 



* 
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Rous'd by the pain, the monster wreath'd around 
His ancle^ and infix'd the boming wound. te401 
Deep, deep with vengefbl tooth tlie flesh he tore, 
And mixd his poison with the spouting gore; 
Medea shriek'd, and shrieked her temaie train ; 
The generons hero, unsubdued by pain, 
The gory wound with hand intrepid press'd ; 
The poison thence bnt slowly reach'd bis breast. 
Ah wretch! he feels the stroke of fate advance, 
From vein to vein inducing mortal trance. 
O'er every sense a dire oblivion steals, 2410 
His swimming eyes a wavins: black ir ss seals ; 
On earth reelin'd, with powerless limbs be lay^ 
And cold and ri|nid breath^ his sonl away. 
Collected round ai^hast his comrades gaze, 
Aghast their leader stood, in dire amaze. 
A spectacle so sudden and so dread I 
Their friend so quickly numbered with the dead! 
Smote every heart. Nor conld the dead remain. 
Exposed a moment welf ring on the plain, 
Beneath the suh ; for now tiirougb all the corse ^-^tiO 
The subtle poison spread putrescent force. 
From limb to limb the dissolution flew ; 
From every pore exuded clammy dew. 
The brasen mattocks his companions wield, 
And soon a trench is opcn'd in tlic field 
Deep in its womb the putrid mass they lay. 
And heap with needful haste the' incumbent clay. 
The mourning warriors and the softer kind 
Tlie shining honours of tiieir heads resiga*d. ^4^9 
With trembling hands o'er all tlie grave they spread 
Their parted locks, in honour of the dead ; 
And thrice with pious hand Uiey he ap d the ground/ 
And conipass'd tiirice in arms the rising mound. 
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Naw to the ship retam'd, as o'er the deep i 

The souUieni winds with humid pinions sweep, 
Long time they hover'd; and, with doubting mind, 
Some passage sought from Triton's lake to find. 
No tix'd resolves the veering purpose stay ; 
Now hereynow there, they shape the' uncertain way. 
As,smote by noontidesbaftSythewrithingwake 2440 
The path oblique with sinuous toil may make. 
From side to side the hissing head he turns, 
His flaming eye with fire m^ignant boms. 
Nor ceases till he spies with piercing ken 
The secret passage to his murky den; 
Thus Argo long her course uncertain winds. 
Ere yet an outlet from the lake she finds. 
TUl Orpheus bade them, firom the ship display 
A tripod, hallow'd to the god of day, 
And consecrate the gift with pious hand, 2450 
To native deities, that guard the land. 

When disembarking ou the shore they laid 
The sacred ottering, first for Phebus made ; 
Then Triton, ruler of the lake, appeared ; i 
A seeming youth his graceful form he reared. 
A verdant sod he lifted from the plain. 
As pledge of friendship, and addressed the train. 
* Hail gallant youtlis, from Triton's liand receive | 
A friendly pledge, that never shall deceive. 
Assurance of protection, ere ye go J 2460 
No greater can a deity bestow. 
If haply ye desire vrith anxious mind, 
To learn, (what mariners would seek to find) 
What outlets of this lake as yet untried. 
May lead embarrass'd barks to reach the tide ; 
All this with truth unerring I can speak. 
Ordain'd by Neptune guaidian of each creek. 
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Harbour, and station of the Lybian tnaiii| 
O'er all the coast a wide extent I reigii, 
From distant climes ye come, yet haply fame 2470 
Has made your ears familiar with my namCi 
Eurypylus ; this monster-teeming earthy 
Sabject of fable, is my place of birth/ 

Euphemus answered j with expressions bland. 
The pledge receiving with a grateful hand : 

* Where Apis lies and where the seas of Crete^ 
If such thy knowledge, noble chief, repeat 
No vain inquirers we from shore to shore^ 
That, idly cnrions^ distant realms explore; 

But dire necessity controls our course, 2480 
These realms we visit through the whirl wind*s force. 
Long tempest-tost our labouring vessel found 
This continent, on earth's remotest boimd. 
And long with force combined, and weary toil| 
"VVe bore the ponderous vessel o'er the soil ; 
To shun the terrors that the Syrtes wake, 
And float her safely, in this ample lake ; 
In pity then to straugei-s led astray, 
To Pelops' land reveal the nearest way.' 

The Lybian answers, as Euphemus ends, S490 
And while he speaks his levell'd arm extends j 
Remote the sea in prospect wide lie shows, 
Near a deep outlet from the lake that flows. 

* This passa«?e to the main a vessel bears, 
Where in the blackness, central depth appeai-s ; 
White on each side, the sandy banks arise, 
And shallow there pellucid water lies. 

The dangerous banks a narrow strait unfold, 
Most needful nis the middle conrse to hold ; 

^ Hie f od* 
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Yon sea, wbich scarce the dazzled sight explores^ ^ 
Leads you past Crete to Pelopeian shores* S50t 
When steering, from the lake the right ye keep, 
And now the bark is wafted to the deep ; 
AVith steady hand your vessel then restrain. 
Pursue the shore, nor rashly seek the main ; 
Till boldly swelling, as your coorse you shap^ 
The land throws forward a projecting cape. 
Then spread your canvass, onward plough Uie way, 
Yonr youthful vigour let no toil dismay.' 

He spake benevolent The bark they fill ; 2510 
And tlu-ough the lake exert the rower's skill. 
IVith cries of joy proceed the' exulting band, 
Meanwhile, the tnpod shone in Triton's hand j 
Full soon hc^ vanished with the sacred prize, 
Beneath the lake concealed from mortal eyes* 
Inly rejoic'd the' heroic band, to find ! 
Their late instructor of celestial kmd; 
Tlien, Jason bids for sacrifice prepare 
The first and fairest of the fleecy care, 
So lately won, and pious vows to raise, UiiO^ 
To call protection on their fioiture way9« 

The chosen victim at tlie prow was slain, 
And pray'rs accompanied from all the train : 
^ Oh thou divine, that here, to mortals shown. 
Thy form reveal'd, tliy title yet unknown. 
Whoe'er thou art, assign'd these bounds to keep. 
Or Triton, wonder of the vasty deep, 
Phorcys, or Nereus, ruler of the wave, 
Oli'spring of nymphs that in the billows lave: 
Indulgent hear. Thy favour may we boast ; 1^530 
Propitious guide us to the native coast.' 

Thus pray'd the chief, the victim as he slew^ 
And bleeding warm amid the billows threw; 
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Then Triton awful from the depthft arose. 

His genuine form in majesty he shows. 

As when some youth, in active vigonr bold^ 

Tlie fiery courser by the mane will hold^ 

And nimbly wheel him round with active foice, 

Throng^ the large space where rival chariots course 

The steed pursues his leader's rapid pace, 9b4f> 

His graceful neck cm v'd high witli haughty grace y 

With champing teeth he makes the curb resoand^ 

And white as snow the foam is dash'd aroimd ; 

With mighty hand tlius Triton grasp'd the keel^ 

And bade the shq> resistless impulse feel. 

His form above such majesty and grace 

Combined as prov'd liim of celestial race, 

Fair to the middle, bat the parts below 

A Libhy form, witii strange discordance show ; 

A tail enormous lengthens out lus spine ; 2550 

With forky fins be ploughs the foamy brine ; 

Turii'd in a shining curve, such shape they wear^ 

As when fair Lama's crescent horns appear. 

On to the sea the vessel he impeU'd, 

And more secure the forward course she held. 

TiHit service rendered from their sight he fled, 

And pkuming sought old ocean^s cavertfd bed. 

The portent filfd the heroes with surprise, 
From all the deck the shouts of wonder rise. 
There, Argo's name the harbour yet retains j USSOr 
Still of that ship some monument remains; 
For altars yet are seen vrith gratefnl hand, 
To Neptune rais'd, and Triton, by the band* 
There for a day their voyage they delay'd, 
The morrow's sun their spreading sails 8mrvey*d*| 
And swiftly gliding as the zephyr swept, 
A des&t land upon their right they kept» 
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When the next mom reneiv^d her rosy lighty 
Projectiag far a headland rose in sight^ 
Ketir'd behind a deep indented bay^ S57() 
A safe recesSy beneath its shelter by* 
Now Zephyr ceas d, and southern blasts prevaird, 
With joyfiil shouts the favouring breeze they hail'd. 
Then Phebns sunk, and Hesper rab*d hb head, 
To summon labour to his liomely bed, 
Sweet star of love, that brings, with solace fair^ 
Rest and oblivion of the peasants care. 
As night s still empire luU'd the falling wind, 
They furl'd their canvass^ and the mast incliu'd. 
Incumbent then the poUsh'd oars they ply'd, 2580 
And smote with vigorous arms the foamy tidej 
All night, all day, they combated the wav^. 
Nor rest from toil the niglit snceeeding gave ; 
From far the rocks of Carpathus appear ; 
Thence, onward to the shores of Crete they steer. 
For chief of islands, Crete attracts their coarse. 
But there oppos'd they meet portentous force* 

Hi^ on a cUff the braaen Talus stands, 
With brandished rocks he interdicts the lands; 
No stranger may the* unfriendly port explore, 2590 
No vessel moor along the guarded shore. 

Son of that brazen race in elder time, 
Derived from trees, robust for every crime, 
Him sole remaining branch, the thunderer grac'd^ 
And him with demi-gods his favour placed, 
Ordain'd to guard his lov'd Europa's charms. 
And keep her favourite isle from rude alarms: 
For annual thrice be compass'd all around, 
•With brazen feet, the precincts of that ground. 
His giant frame he rear'd, untaught to feel 3600 
The trenchant brass or sharply pointed steel, 
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Save where a vein, that from his head extends^ 
Pui*sueh the chine^ then in lu3 ancle ends. 
Red throngh this duct, where vital currents bound, 
Hie magic form was pervious to the wound. 
The skin alone confined the purple tide, 
And slightest barriers life from death divide^ 
The fonn terrific aw'd tlie' adventurous band, 
Though present wants some friendly port demand, 
They push from those inhospitable shores, 2610 
And ur^e the labouring bark with bending oars. 
Now, iar from Crete their course they had pursued. 
Though thirst and anguish every soul subdued; 
But fair Medea thus the crowd addressed, 
And comfort eheer*d each agitated breast. 

^ Hear, warriors — bi'azen though tiiis monster 
Let not a visage with despondence low'rj [tow'r, 
If mortal he the breath of heaven inhale, 
Beneath my hand his boasted strength shall fail, 
Your vessel station, and avoid tlie shock, 
Secure in distance from the voUey'd rock ; 
There patient wait, until with art profound 
I lay this monster prostrate on the ground.* 
They row'd obedient past the range of harms, 
Tiic direful volleys from those brazen armsj 
And waited to behold Medea's skill 
The promised vronders of her art fulfil* 

Before her face the Colchian fair extends 
Her purple robe, and thus the deck ascends ; 
The son of ^on by the hand she drew, %6SO 
From bank to bank, wlicre sate the gallant crew. 
With sweetest witchery she chanted strain^ 
Of soothing melody and luird the train 
Of destinies that harrow up the mind, 
Aad fill with terrors feeble human kind* 
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The messeogers of bell that wing tiie air» « 

And mortals fill with anguish and despair ; 
These were invoked, and thrice her magic song, 
And thrice her pray'rs addrew'd the direfnl tiirong. 

The potent charms tlie giant's soul subdued, 1640 
The' enchantress then her victory pursued } 
Her flashing eyes she filPd witfi noxions ire. 
His glances sunk beneath the deadly fire ; 
In rage she grew, her grinding teeth she gnash'd. 
Infernal vapours on the Ibe she dash'd j 
Goblins slie calPd, and hatefiil spectres round, 
And bade the forms of hell his soul confound. | 
* Oh !;father Jove/ he cried, * what gloom o'erdttdes, 
What torpid influence every sense invades ? 
Mast we not fear alone disease and wound i 2650 
Shall distant foes with magic art confound P 
Though firm in solid brass the giant tow'rs, 
He ieels the weight of magic's fearful pow^ns; 
Yet still his hands the task of warfare ply. 
Still rocky fragments fill the darkeji'd sky* 

While massive volley thus, and menace mde, 
The labourinsr vessel from the port exclude ; 
His vulnerable part, with mighty shock, 
His ancle dash'd against the pointed rock ; 
Then ichor gush'd from the metallic frame, 2660 
Like boiling lead dissolv'd before tlie flame; 
Nor long his station on that rock he fills, 
Like some enormous pine on airy hills. 
Which biting axes, urg*d by rustic miglit, 
Half-fell'd, abandon at the* approach of night ; 
Full soon nocturnal blasts tlie foliage rend, 
Shake the tall stem, and on the rocks extend } 
The limbs awhile the ^iant form sustain, 
Then faint it sinks, and thundering loads tlieplain# 
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The harbour now receives the joy&l band, 8670 
That night they pass upon the Cretan land ; 
A fane they rais'd, when early mom appeared 
To PaUaSy by the sons of Crete rever'd. 
With store of water from the spring supplied, 
Again they man the bark, and plough the tide ; 
Eager to pass Safanoninm*s point around. 
With bending oars they vex the salt profound i 
As o'er tlie swell of Cretan seas they flew^ 
Unwonted terrors night around them threw ; 
Shrouded tliey were in blackness of the tomb| 2680 
No beamy star dispersed the solid gloom; 
The struggling glimpses of the moonlight iail'd, 
And shades infernal ovy the world prevail'd. 
The sailors know not, darkling as they rove. 
Whether in Orcus or the deep they move ; 
And to the wind and to tiie wave confide 
The random course they can no longer guide* 
Then Jason, fiU'd with anguish and dismay^ 
Fervent and loud inyok'd the source of day ; 
He eall'd on Phebus to protect the train, 26iM) 
While copious tears distill'd like briny rain ^ 
He vow'd oblations to the Pytiiian shrine, 
To crown with ofierings Amyche divine ; 
He vovv'd to Delos gifts imiiieuse to bear, 
For aid imparted in that hour of fear. 
Thott heardst, propitious p o w'r, from realms of light, 
Witli succour prompt, Apollo wing d his flight j 
Melantian rocks amid the vmves arise, 
And one receives him bending from the skies ; ' 
His right hand bare aloft the golden bow, ^^700 
Thence wide in air the streaming splendours flowj 
Where thick the deep is sown with many an islen 
The clustering SporuUes in prospect smile i 
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An islet of the group aiises near, ^ 
Though Bmall in compass^ to the wishes dear; 

Full opposite the small Hippuris rose, 

And anchored here^ the train respire from woes. 

The risiog mom was fled^ with pions care 
A goodly shrine for Pliebus they prepare ; 
And place his altar in the sacred shade^ 2710 
Where stately groves religions gloom diqplayd. 
They call'd i^Iglctcs**, bonnteous source of Iight| 
With appellation new and solemn rite ; 
They gave that craggy ishmd's small extent 
A name, expressive of the glad event i 
Propitious Anapbe revesU'd to sight^ 
With cheering radiance by the God of iight. 

Such vows were paid as poverty could find, 
For scanty means the liberal heart confin'd ; 
Where neither lowing herds nor flocks were fbmidi i 
Nor vines nor olives clad tlie sterile ground. S781 i 
But when the maids that from Phseacia came^ 
Beheld the warriors by the torches* flamej 
Along tlie margin of the rocky bay 
Unmixed libations from the fountain pay ; 
Loud bursts of laughter from the heedless breast 
Their foolish scorn of indigence expressed ; | 
And much they tum'd to transitory sport, 
A scene so dilOferetit from Phoeacias court; 
For there the blood of countless victims streamed, 
Andaltars there with wine andincensesteam^d, 8731 
With taunts their levity the youtlis assail'd, 
Wliile secret pleasure at their mirth prevailed ; 
Nor end they thus, the maidens quicli replied. 
And gay contention rose from side to side* ! 

Xgletes, an cpiihet or appellation of ApoUo. 
From a Greek verb. Out digni&es ta slww. 



uiLjiiized by Google 



TUB ARGON AUTICS. 



155 



From ttieir glad warfare in alternate strain, 
StiU does that isle the war of wit retain j 
iEgletes bright, in Auaphc rever'd, 
By mirthfiil sallies are thy rites end^'d* 

Their placid mirror the calm waves expand, 2740 
The heroes loose tlacir halsers from the land ; 
Mindful of visions, in the night surveyed. 
His vows to Maia's son Euphemns paid ; 
What Heav*n design d, as yet untaught to know, 
Bat thus his words described the mystic show : 

* That sod, me thought, the pledge of heav uly aid, 
Giv'n to my hand, upon niy breast I laid ; 
There the small mass, with milky currents fed, 
Extending, \^ ai m with life a female spread, 
A beauteous maid. I gaz'd upon her face, 2750 
And fondly strain'd her in a dear embrace ; 
For sovereign beauty fiU'd me with desire. 
And shot from every pore resistless fire« 
My passion sated, calmer thoughts succeed, 
And keen remorse pursues the' incautious deed. 
I monm'd with horror that I had possess'd 
My child, that infant nnrtnr'd at my breast 
But fihe, to cheer me witli soft soothing grace, 

No daughter I, but bom of Triton's race. 
I couie from Lybia, my paternal land, 2760 
NtTrse of thy progeny, a gracious band. 
Oh I youth belov*d. My father bade me share 

A portion in the deep with Nereids fair. 
Near Anaphe, surrounded by the main, 
Tiiat mansion for thy children I retain ; 
Soon shall I bid the dimpling waves display 
The sur&ce fair, to drink the solar ray"/ 

J^phemus thus recall'd to Jason's thought 
The forms of wonder that his vision wrought. 
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The chief revolv'd the prophecies divine^ 2770 
In tiines preceding giv*n from Phebus' shrine ; 
And thus repUes : ^ No doubt the gods intend. 
That fame immortal shall adorn my triencK 
Their powV shall bid the pledge that Triton gave 
Become an isle when trusted to the wave ; 
Thy children's children ^all possess tliat land. 
Since Triton gave possession to thine band ; 
Triton, for he, of all the' immortal train, 
Bestow'd tins portion of the Lybian plain.' 

His aiLswer with Eupheraus' thought accords, iT80 
He hastes completion of the' .auspicious words} 
The hallowed sod into the deep he threw. 
And where it phmi^M Callist6 rose to view; 
An isle where nature wore her happiest face, 
The sacred nnrse, Euphemos, of thy race. 
That race in after ages Lemnos held, 
By Tuscan inroad from those seats expell'd ; 
The wandering exiles reach'd Laconia's soil, 
Where generous Sparta own'd their thriving toil. 
The gallant Theras, from Autesion sprung, 2790 
From Sparta led the' adventnrons and the yoang^ 
At sweet Calliste they their wand'rings closed. 
And fix'd content their leader's name imposed. 

But these events succeeding time displayed, 
When swift Euphemus was an airy shade ; 
From tiience the* adventurers nrg'd their rapid way. 
Till fair ^Egina claimed a short delay ; 
Though bent on speed they seek the friendly shores, 
And eager tiiirst the cooling fount explores ; 
Then rose an harmless strife among the train, 
Who first with water should the vessel gain ; 2801 
While double cause of prompt dispatch they find 
In pressing want, and in the' impetuous ^ind] 



DiQIli-iuG Ly GoOgI 



Book 4» 



THB ARGON AIITIC8. 



157 



And hence deriv'd^ as ancient story runs, 
A custom lives among Thessalia's sons ; 
And youthful racers urus of water bear. 
As to the goal with active limbs they steer. 

Hail, gallant youths! hail, bless'd immortal breed 
Propitious to your poet now proceed ! 
More sweety more tuneable, from day to day, 3810 
From year to year resound the votive lay ; 
Exulting labour sees the goal appear. 
That aspiration of my soul is near. 
Great heirs of glory, ever famous throng, 
O may your names immortalize my song ! 
Now let the poet with his heroes rest, 
From weary vigik spare the hai-ass'd breast. 
By land no perils wait the gallant train, 
No future tempests menace o*er tlte main; 
Cecropian hills behold tlie vessel glide, «82« 
With prosperous gale and gently swelling tide. 
Near Aulis then they trace the level brine, 
A.nd Locrian cities of Opuntian line ; 
The bay of Pagasae receives them last,. 
With shouts exulting o'er the labours pust. 



EN1> OF VOL. Ji. 



\OL. II. 




Digitized by GoogI 




Digitizec L^y. i^jpogle 




* 




I 



I 



ff 



I 



I 




Piinceton University Library 





32101 064225285 




